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LL who have a right 
| A Senſe of Things, 
, -and underſtand but 

a little of the State of Re- 
| /igion in the World, can- 
not bur ſee and lament the 

[great decay: thereof every 
where among(t us, Atheiſm 


A 2 and 


The Epiſtle 
and Ireligion are become 
too- much in faſhion, and 
have too many Voraries and 
Followers. It has not been 
known in any Age, that 
ſuch ſort of Men (or rather 
Monſters, for Man 1s too 
Honourable a Name for 
them): have been ſo nume- 
rous, ſo daring and 1mpu- 
dent, and ſo ſucceſsful. , 
Who could imagine that 
in- a. Chriſtian State there 
ſhould be ſuch Perſons, who 
are. at; great pains:to propa- 
gate Atheiſm, and to run 
down, if they were able, 
our moſt Holy. Re/igion / 
As the negle&t of. Edu- 
cating Chi{dren-aright;, con- 
tributes | 


Dedicatory. 


tributes too much to this 
degeneracy ; ſo the moſt 
+ likely Remedy of this dan- 
* gerous and ſpreading Di- 
temper, 1s, a due care 1n 
Parents and others who have 
the Charge of Children, ta 
train them up in the Know- 
ledge, Fear, and Love of 
God; To do what in them 
hes, to fortifie their Minds 
againſt thoſe Snares and 
Temptations to which they 
are expoſed ; and to ſhine 
before them, in the Practice 
of {incere Piety themſelves. 

| Tho' too many, on 
| whom God has beſtowed 
Children, are ſo far from 
doing their Duty for their 
A 3 Souls, 


The Epiſtle 

Souls, that they corrupt 
and utterly rune them, 
* cyt. which * one of the 
Ancients calls a greater Cru- 
e/ty, than if they killed their 
Bodies. Yer, blefled be 
God, there are ſome, who 
condider it as their main Bu- 
fineſs, with Relation to their 
Children, to make them wiſe 
and good, Lovers of God, 
and Haters of every Evil 
Thing. 

- Amongſt thoſe who are 
governed by this Religious 
Principle, God hath made 
you, my moſt Honoured 
Friends, great Patterns. As 
he hath bleſſed you with a 


numerous offspring, ſo - 
| ath 
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Dedicatory. 
hath given yqu of the Wiſ- 
dom from above, ro know 
how to Train them up 1n 
Piety and Virtue. [The hap- 


- py nuxture of Kindneſs and 


Severity which you uſe to- 
wards them, makes them 
not only to ſtand in awe of 
you, bur to love you, 

I might be allowed, on 
this occaſion, to ſay ſome- 
what in Commendation of 
thoſe Excellent ' Qualities 


which God has blefled you 


with, and which appear 
not only in your way and 
manner of Educating ,your 
Children, but 1n other things 
lIikewife. The many and 
great Expreſſions of your 

A-4 kind- 


The Epiſtle 
kindneſs for me, ever ſince 
T had the Honour to be 
known to you, require the 
moſt publick Teftimony of 
my gratctul Reſentment 
thereof. But *ts one of 
_ your /irtzes, that you chuſe 
rather to be concealed, than 
to make any great noue 
in the World. I fhall 
' therefore reſtrain my ſelf 
from what otherwiſe not 
only Gratitude, but the 
grcat and juſt Eftcem and 
Aﬀection I have for you, 
do mightily rempr me un- 
to; And ſhall conclude this 
Addreſs with, my Prayers 
'to God for you, That he 
wauld increaſe his Grace 
== 2 in 


Dedicatory. 


in you more and more, 
that you may abound. in 
all the Fruits of Rrighteouſ- 
neſs and true Holineſs, un-- 
til you obtain the End of 
your Faith, the Salvation of 


your Souls, I am, 


Tour moſt Aﬀettionate 
Frignd,. and moſt 


Faithful Servant. 


James Kirkwood. 


ew :Þ- 


UE E Author of the enſuing 
8 Treatiſe, having thought fit 
to recommend his Papers to 
my peruſal, T was willing to uſher 
them into the World, with ſome re- 
marks upon his pious defitn. 
The Welfare of a 
2 Pht. : 2. Common Wealth doth in. 
e Republ. 
Ariftor 1 6 @ great weaſure de- 
Politic. c. x. end upon the Duties 
| of the Relatives here 
treated of, and did Parents and Chil- 
dren conſcientiouſly diſcharge all the 
Ob izations incumbent upon them by 
the 


__ - The Frekcs 

the Law of God, and; Nature, -the 
World could not be ſo wicked as it 
is. Education makes the firſt impreſ* 
frons upon the Souls of Men, and 
were care taken, that the: Ground 
be impreguated with good Seed, ſuch 
a Harveſt might be expected from 
it, that Poſterity might be the bet=- 
ter for it. - ; 

I am ſenſible that Converſation 
and the Humour of the Age, is apt 
to make ſtr.inge alterations in the 
Principles we imb:be, yet ſomething, 
wZll {fick, and when the thoughts are 
con, ard Men come to refiett, the 
Priaciples they have learned when 
;he wax was ſoft, wil recoil, and. 
"blige them to return tothcir Daty.. 

Of this we have experience ; and 
though there is no Rule ſb, general, 
but admits of exceptions; yet it's 
enough that this effeft doth frequently 
appear, which is no inconſideralle. 
Motive to the ſerious conſideration. 
of a thing *f this importance... > 


1t” 


$ 


1he Preface. 

{t was a wiſe anſwer, which one 
ef the LXXI.L Interpreters gave ro 
Ptolemzus Philadelphus, who gsked 
him, what was the greateſt nezligence ? 
The- negle&, : ſaith he,. of the good 
Education of Children. 7: is /o, and 
the hurt that's done by it, both to 
them, aud to the Publick, is un- 
ſpeakatle. 

| Whence is it that there are [0 
many Prodigals, that ſo many come 
f0-an untimely end? that ſo many 
run- into exceſſes, which deſtroy both 
Soul and Bod 'y 8: From want of þ04s- 
Education. 

It was. a ſevere Cenſure, which 
Carneades the Philoſopher paſſed up- 
en the Children. of Rich Men, that 
they. learned. nothing but to ride 
WEH. 

 Tadeedit is to be wondered, that- 
Rational Creatures ſhould be ſo cares 
ful to breed up their- Progeny to ſenr 
ſuality, and” neglef the cultivation: 
of that' which makes them differ from: 

- Bruits, 


The Preface. 


Bruits, and fhews, they are Crea= 
tures of a nobler extratt : Can any 
thing be more reaſonable, than Vir- 
tue and the fear of God? Is not this 
it, which both Scripture and Philo» 
ſophy teaches > Do not we our ſelves 
confeſs ſo much, and' 4» not moſt 
Men acknowledze it when they come 
to dye? And yet that we ſhould 
make this the leaſt part of our care 
in the Education of Touth, is. wons 
drous ſtrange ! 

Some ſeem to- fancy, that ſending 
their Children to School, or to teach 
them their Catechiſm, is all. the 
Care that is incumbent upon them, 
Though I cannot ſay, but that this 
is a Duty, yet it is ſo imperfe@, that 
T can ſcarce honour it with the Title 
of doing it by halves, it. being. but: 
the beginning, or the leaſt part of it. 
Tuſtruttion, Precept, and Example 
are the mighty. Engines and. Inſtru- 
ments. in, the promoting aud. accame 
Phiſhing, this, Work 5, and' perhaps: 

wothing: 
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nothing hath a greater influence 


thau Example ; for all the Moral 


Precepts of the Parents, are like 
Water ſilt upin the Ground, where 
Example doth not concomitate the 
inſtruction. 

How ſhall. the Child learn Sobri- 
ety, where the Father js often drunk ? 
Or how is it poſſible, the young man 
ſhould be meek and patieat, where 
the Father is Cholerick, and hath no 
command of his paſſion > I do not 
reſtrain the Grace of God, and am 
ſenſible, that the very impiety of 
the Parents hath ſometimes coutrary 
Effets upon. certain Children, aut. 
they learn to be good by the Wick- 
edueſs of their Superiors; but this 


zs anextraordinary Providencevhich 


God exerts ſometimes- to manifeſt 
his Omnipotence, and to let Men ſee 
that he can bring light out of 
darkneſs, but the ordinary way of 
Edlifying thoſe under our Charge, ts 
to teach them by Example, 

And 


The Preface. 


And though even this proves it- 
effettual ſometimes, yet it's enough 
that it is our Duty, and that we 
have diſcharged it, and have tas 
ken that way which was moſt ratio- 
nal, and of God's preſcription. 


# aw Sogn om 
with $t. Jerom's Ad- | 
vice to Lzta concerning the Edu- 
cation of her Daughter, that 1 can- 
not forb-ar to trau/cribe part of it. 

will let. you ſee, ſaith he, 
what Education you are to give to. 
a Davghter, whoſe Soul ought to 
be the Temple of God. Let her 
hear nothing, learn nothing, ſpeak 


* nothing, but what may inſpire 


Ws 


the fear of God into her. Let. 
her not liſten to prophane Dif- 
courſes, nor be enamoured with 
Love Songs or amcrous Ditties.. 
Let her uſe her ſelf at certain 
hours, to ſing Plalms; let none 
ve about her; but ſober — 

and: 
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The Preface. 


and keep her from running into 
Company light and vain, where 
ſhe will learn more ill than good. 
Uſe her to reading, and to work, 
and labour, and promiſe her Re- 
wards, and incite her to Emula- 
tion ;: excite her to Virtue by prai- 
ſes and Commendations, and make 
her ambitious to: excel others in 
Virtue and good Works. Let her 
learn Scripture Sentences by heart, 
and chuſe her a Maſter, that may 
not only teach her to read, but 
inſtru her in good manners. 
Give her a Nurſe neither debaucht 
nor tatling, nor given to ſtrong; 
Liquors; and let her Habit be 
modeſt, and ſuch as. becomes her 
Chriſtian Profeſſion.. Let her not 
bore Holes in her Ears for Pen- 
dants, neither let her uſe any. Paint 
or Waſh to beautifie her. ſelf. Let 
her not be nice in ordering the 
Hair of her Head, neither ſuffer: 


her to. adorn: her fel: with. Gold: 
| or 
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or Pearls, or precious Stones, ex- 
cept you deſign her for Hell fire : 
When ſhe cames to riper Age, let 
her go with her Parents to the 
Temple, but let her not return 
to the Gayeties of the World, Ad- 
viſe her to keep her felf jn her 
Chamber, and let her not go to 
Feaſts, and merry Meetings. 1 
would not have her ufe too much 
Fafting and Abſtinence, which 
may hurt her health, at leaſt till 
the be ſtronger, and better able to 
bear it. Let her ufe God's Crea- 
tures for neceſſity, and not for 
voluptuouſneſs ſake. Suffer her not 
to be at Mulical concerts, nor to 
be fond of Fiddles, and Lutes, 
and Harps, but let her repeat 
every day ſome paſſages out of the 
Word of God. Let her not go 
abroad any where without her 
Mother, nor be very familiar, or 
enter into intreagues with any 
Servant. Appoint her a Goyernels 

| that's 


o 
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that's ſage and wiſe, and who may 
teach her to riſe at midnight, to 
ſing Praiſes to her God. Let her 
pray and work Day and Night. 
Teach her to handle her Needle, 
to Spin and to: Exerciſe her 
ſelf in turning the Spindle. Suffer 
her not to imploy her ſelf in Im- 
broideries of Gold and Silver. Let 
her Cloaths be plain. and decent, 
and let her eat ſoberly:and tempe- 
rately, and let her not take plea- 
ſure in common Baths. 

T know what will be objefted here, 
that this is the advice of a Her- 
mit, and to teach a Daughter hew 
fo Zea Nun. But ſtill I appeal 
to any unprejudiced Perſon, wheth:r 
this be not the moſt likely way to 
Satvation, and whether theſe Pre- 
cepts be not agreeable to the Go- 
Jpel of Chriſt > And though I will 
grant, that all are not under the 
fame Circumſtances, and all cannot 
giv? the ſame Education; yet as to 

the 
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the principal part of the adve, 
which is to- teach Children by Word 
and Example, how to die to Sin and 
to the World, it muſt be granted 
it's very practicable. This Age in- 
deed hath learnt to ſhake off theſe 
ſtricter Rules, but they ſhould ſhew 
us too, what Warrant they have 
from the Word of God to do ſo. 

1t was judicioufly obſerved of Fa- 
bius, that a ſoft and effeminate E- 
ducation, breaks the ſtrength of 
Body and Mind; aud whilſt we 
breed up Children to all the Arts 
of Vanity and Luxury, they continue 
ftranzers to God and to themſelves. 

The Vine grows wild, if if be not 
cat ; ſo doth Youth, zf they be not 
betimes curbed in thinzs which war 
arai nſt the Soul, 

Underſtand this, ye Parents, and 
be inſtrufted, ye to whom God" hath 
committed the care of Education ; ye 
are God's Stewards, and your Chit- 
aren are the Goods you ate to manage 

'0 
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to your Maſter's Glory. Their blood 
God will require at your hands. Have 
not ye read the Curſe God pronounced 
againſt Eli for his negligence, and are 
not ye afraid of the ſame Judgment ? 
Te are the per ſons by whom your Chil- 
dren muſt be taught to ſerve God in 
their Generation; ye are the perſons 
from whom they are to learn their 
Duty to God ard May ; at your door 
the fault will lie, if they miſcarry 
through your careleſneſs.s Are ther 
Souls fo contemptible in your eyes,that 
you will let them periſh for want of 
Admonition? Did Chriſt think them 
worth purchaſing with his own Blood, 
and will ye let them lie without fence 

or waY, or cultivation ? 
Toy take care that they may live 
comfortably in this World : Is it not 
a greater Duty to beſtir your ſelves, 
that they may enjoy God for ever ? It 
is Joy to you to ſee them do well here, 
an, ht it not to be a greater joy 
to find, that they are Ike to reign 
with 


oy 


ith 
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with Chriſt and his Saints in a better 
World? Tou love them, but how'doth 
it appear you do, while you let their 
Souls die 2 Is this your Lowe," to 
provide for their fleſh, ana{to negleft 
enriching their better part with reli- 
gious Principles? Tou- would: hoe 
them go to Heaven when they dit x 
but how is it poſſible they ſhould, when 
you are loth to be at the trouble to 
ſhew them the way that leads to that” 
Paradiſe? Was ever any Man ſaved 
without ZTolineſs,and do you hope they 
will be, without this qualification» If 
you teach them not by Word and Bx- 
ample to prattiſe that" Holineſs, how 
can you or they hope tb aſcent 'into* 
the Mont of God or dwell on” the” 
everlaſting Hills? | 
Do you believe: a futtre Atrount; 
and do not. ye enquire, whether you 
diſcharge your Dwty to. your Chil- 
dren? Or is this no part'of. the" 46« 
count ye. are. t0 give? Te are the' 
Perſon. who-aze. to breathy \govebneſs ' 


into 
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zto them, and to give them life an1 
happireſs.. Te are their Gods, as it 
were, and from you they receive their 
motions and their ſpiritual as we!l 
as their natural life muſt begin from 
you. Teare Maziſtrates in your Pa- 
milzes, and it is your Province to te. 
4 terrour to evit-doers, and Encou- 
ragers of thoſe that do well. 

If by your indulzence they fin, and 
by your connivence they grow wicked, 
will not the ſupreme Judge be aven- 
ged on ſuch Officers 2. Tou Blame Go- 
vernours of a Commonwealth,” if they 
do not animadvert on Offenders, or 
are regardleſs of the reins of Juſtice ; 
and do not you blame your ſelves, 
who are Commanders in your Pami- 
lies, for ſuffering the fear of God - 
to decay there, which is the only thing 
that can make them happy ? 

How 4s it, that you will not un- 
derſtand your Intereſt 2 Is it not 
your intereſt to.educate them into the © 
Pratlice of Virtue, and Goodneſs, and 

Self-denial ? 
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Self denial > If they love God, they 
muſt needs love” you, that love will 
conſtrain them to expreſs their Duty - 
to you. © The Preſence of God will 
over-awe them, and they 7 obey you, 
not with eye-ſervice, but when your 
eye-is off from them. The fear of 
God will make them conſcientious of 
obeying your Commands in ſecret 5. 
and if your good Connfels and Exam- 
ples prevail with them, they will be 
not only your Children, but the Chil- 
dren of God; and you will have this 
ſatisfaftion, that you do not only.love . 
them, but that God loves them, . and 
dwells in them, and they in him. 
Remember this, ye that are Chil- 
dren, and let this encourage . you to - 
a faithful diſcharge of your Duty.” 
Tour Parents, ' that under God gave 
you life, have a juſt Right to your 
Services and Obedience. Touare born 
Servants to them, and to be at their 
beck and Command. is the obligation # 
you bring with you into the World. 
* 
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The Preface. 
As the Authority of Parents was the 


firſt Government in the World, ſo 


your ſubjeftion to them'is the. fir 
Service that was ever . known in the 
World. Car you think anything. too 
ga for them, who-are the great Tu 


gddds you poſſeſs,. andall the endows 
meits you are inveſted with? 
Tf you follow not their good In- 
ftrutions and Admonitions, ye are 
the greateſt Rebels in the World, and 


the fin is as great a_Treaſon in the 
Family you lrove in, as. Seditivn in a 


Kinidom is againſt the State. Tou 
have the nobleſt Promiſes made 
you! to reward your Obedience ; and' 
though it is a-natural:Duty bound up 


with" your very Being. yet God will 


reward it as if it were a deliberate 
ſelf: denial; - and becaufe you ſhall not 
ftay for the recompence, God will bleſs 


your here, and. your lives ſhall þ Le * 


forrable on this fide Heaven. It is 
the” firſt Commandment in the Law 
with 


—— AM MG ——_— _— - 


with. Promiſe ;. and to let you fee how 
God delights in.your honouring your 
Parents, and obeying. their whoiſor 
Counſel;, he hath Faked out that 
Precept, aud dreſs d it with more 
than ordinary encouragements.. 

But then, the Fonour' you ſhew 
them, muſt not ſpend it ſelf in ſome 
outward Civilities, but muſt be ex*- 
preſſed in Attions, in Speeches, and 
in Patzence, 'according_to the Advice 
of the Son of Syrach, Ecolefiaſtic. 
3- £2, £3, 14. 

In Actions, ſo as to execute their 
lawful Commands with great alacrity 
and fidelity, to labour, and to take 
pains for their mainuteance and, ſup- 
port, if they are fallen to.decay, and 
fo relieve their neceſſities, according, 
to your ability. | 

In Words,. aud: Speeches, ſo as to 


'  Jpeak bonourably of. them, to anſwer 


them with humility, to comfort them 
when they -are in trouble, and to pa- 
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The Preface. 

cifte them with" ſoft language, when 
they are angry and diſpleaſed. 

' ta Patience, ſo as to bear their 
anger patiently, and to endure their 
frowardneſs and pettiſhneſs without 
contradittion ; to receive their ſeverer 
Commands, and ſuch as are contrary 
zo your genius and inclination, with 
gentleneſs, and todo them without 
murmuring. EE 
"Theſe are Duties which draw more 
than ordinary Bleſſings #Þon you, God 
that ſees you do ſo, will have 
thoughts of peace towards you; he 
will be concerned for you, and you 
maybe confident, he will not leave 
you, nor forſake you. 


11 honouring your Parents, you ho- 


nour your ſelves. It's that which 
will not only procure you favour with 
God, but with Men too. It's upon 
this account, that Wife Men have re- 
corded the Dutifulneſs of ſome ex- 
cellent Children, and make them Im- 


mortal by their Writings ; and there 


are 
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are ſuch Examples of this filial Re- 
ſpect, even among the Heathen, that 
it would be odious and dreadful, if 
the Children of Chriſtians ſhould fall 
ſhort of their Duty. | 
God lays ſo great a ſtreſs upon it 

that as he promiſes the kindeſt things 
toit, ſo he threatens as ſevere pu- 
niſhments, where it is neglefed; and 
that he doth not-only threaten, but 
execute theſe Judgments, any Man 
may ſee, that will take notice of his 
Providences. But all this the Rea- 
der will be more fully convince; of, 
by reading the following Diſcourſe, 
which, that God may bleſs with ſuc- 
ceſs and edification, ſhall be my 
hearty Prayer. 


A. Horneck. 
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beſt and Wiſeſt men, a thing ab- 
ſolutely neceſſary towards a Refor- 
mation in the World, to begin with 
the Inſtruction and Exlucation of Chil- 
dren; thoſe of elder Years heing ordi- 
marily ſo rooted and hardned in their 
finful habits, that, for the moſt part, 
there's very. little can be done to re- 
form them, and make them better. So 
ſenlible were ſome ancient States of 
this, that they made particular Laws 
for Educating Children ; thinking 
B IT 
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it too great a Truſt, to leave it altoge- 
ther in the Power of Parents, to 
train up their Children according to 
their Humour and Fancy. Amongſt 


Chriſtians, there are few reſtraints up-_ 


on Parents z in moſt Countries it being 
in their Power to Educate their Chil- 
dren as they think good : It is there- 


fore of no ſmall Inportance for them: 


to know what their Duty is, that they 
may approve themſelves to'God, in do- 
ing whatever he requires towards their 
Children, for their Souls, their Bodies, 
and their outward Eſtate. - 

The Deſign of this Treatiſe, is, to 
furniſh thoſe, who want ſuch helps, 
with ſome plain and eatie Directions, 
that they may know how to act the 
Part of Chriſtian Parents, 

7 
Firſt, while Children are yet in the 
Womb,ttisthe Duty of 
How Parents Parents,to endeavour £0 


ought to be affected Ling their mind to an 
ery to brir 
wr of verry indifferency, as to the 


Sex which ſhall be born; 

not to preſcribe to God, by their im- 
patient delires, and their bold asKing 
of him, a Child of this or that Sex; 
but to leave it entirely to his ar ton 
ear 
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Pleaſure, to do what he thinks belt- 
The happineſs of Parents does not con- 
i in having Children of this or that 
Sex : Sometimes Sons (who are molt 
delired ordinarily) may prove uſeleſs 
in the \orld, yea very hurtful in many 
regards ; they may occaſion great grief 
of Heart, and laſting Anguiſh and Vexa- 


'tion to their Parents, by their mad and 


fooliſh Courſes, and wicked doings: And 
on the other hand, Daughters may 


.prove great Bleſlings in the World , 
.great Comforts to their Parents , and 


great Examples of Piety and of Zeal 
tor the honour of God : On which ac- 


.counts Parents ought to. reſign their 
will to God, and be ready with all 


gratitude to accept whatever he be- 
{tows. 

Secondiy, When a How they ought to be 
Child is born, Pa- fedted when their 
rents ovght with all Children are born, 
thankfulneſs toreturn 
Praiſe to God, who hath beſtowed ſuch 
a bleſſing upon them, giving them a 


-living Child, ſound and perfect in all its 


parts and proportions, without either 
defe&t of necc{{iry parts, or excels 
and deformity thereof, They ought to 
admire and adore the Powerful and Wie 

B 2 Provi- 
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Providence of God, which appears in 


framing and faſhioning their Infant, & 


cuntoutly and wonderfully in the Womy; 
in preſerving x, and making it grow wp 
from a very ſmall and imperfect begin- 
ning, to ſuch a bigneſs, with all thoſe 
comely ſhapes and proportions which 
they behold ; and at laſt in bringing it 
ſafely from the Womb, which is one 0 
the great and wonderful Works of tt 
Power and Goodneſs of God; tho it b+ 
little regarded, becauſe it is fo common 

They ought to look upen their Chil 
dren as given them of God, to bt 
taken care of both as to their Souk 
and Bodies; to be bred up in th 
fear, for his Honour and Glory ; tc 
be made fit to ſerve him here, an 
to live with him for ever hereafter. 

The Soul being the chicteſt part 0 
the Charge committed to Parents, | 
ſhall fir ſhew what they ought to dc 
for their Childrens Souls. 


The firſk Duty of Parents for the Soul 
of their Children, is, to Conſecrat 
them to God in Baptiſm, 


Firſt, They ought to Conſecrat: 
their Children to God in Baptiſm, f 
ſoa 
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ſoon as conveniently they can : They 
cannot better expreſs their gratitude to 


God for blefling them with Children, 


than by preſenting them to him again 
in this holy Ordinance ; that he may 
ſet his Seal upon them, and admit them 
into his Houſe and Family; that he may 
beltow upon them the Priviledges of 
his Children, and give them a Right 
and Title to the Blcſkedneſs, the Grace 
and Glory purchaſed by Fefus Chrilt, 
It is for this End that Baptiſm. is inſtitu- 
ted ; not only to be aCeremony of Ad- 
miſſion into the Church, but to Seal un- 
to us the Pardon of our Sins, to aſſure us 
of the Divine Favour, to make us 
Members of Chriſt, Heirs of God, 
and Inheritours of the Kingdom of 
Heaven, if we by wilful impenitency 
and. unbelief, do not afterwards hin- 
or and fruſtrate the Virtue there- 
of. 

It is not neceſſiry for Parents to en- 
quire how ſuch things are done by Bap- 
tiſm; it is enough for them to know, 
'That God hath. appointed Baptiſm tor 
thoſe Ends, and we arc ſure that He 
appoints nothing in vain: Our Savionr 
is ſaid, Eph. 5. 26. To ſandify and 
cleanſe bis Church with the maſhing of Vi a- 
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ter by the Word, And, Tit. 3.5. heis 
tad to ſave us by the waſhing of Regene- 
ration, and renewing of. the Holy Ghoft 
And in the 224. of the 4&s and the 
16. It 1s ſard by Ananias unto Paul, A. 
rite ana be Baptized, and waſh away thy 
Stas: And St. Peter, having ſpoken 


of XNeabs being ſaved with his Family - 


in the Ark, he adds, 1 *Ep#ft, 5 
The liks Figure mhereunto, even Baptiſm 
goth now alſo > ſave us. And St. Paul tell 
ns, 1 Coy. 12.12, 13. For as the Body 
» one, and bath many members, and all 
the members of that one Body, -betng many, 
are one Body; So alſo 45 Chriſt, For by 
one Spirit are we all Baptized into one Bo- 
dy, And Gal. 3. 26, 27. He ſaith, For 
ve tre all the Children of God by F aith in 
Chriſt Feſus, For as many of you as have 
been baptized into Cori, have put on 
Chyift : Which _ not only 
our owning and acknowledging him as 
the Saviour of the Worl, who alone 
is able to waſh and cleanſe us with his 
Blocd, but alfo our Prof< {tg our 16- 
ſolution to live holy lives, to walk in 
newnelſs c lite : according to his Exam- 
ple; in token of which in the Ancient 
Church, they who were haptized, were 
preſently cloathed with White Ray- 
meit, 


me 
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meat, to teſtify their reſolution to live 
in holineſs, and to put off the Old man, 
that is, all their former Wicked deeds 
and Cuſtoms, and filthy Practices. Like- 
wiſe, Rom. 6, 3, and 4. It is thus writ- 
ten, Know ye not that ſo many of us as 
were baptized into Jeſus Chriſt, were ba, 
tized into his Death ? Therefore we are 
buried with him by Baptiſm mto Death, 
that like as Chriſt was-raiſed up from the 
dead by the Glory of the Father ;, even. ſo 
we alſo ſhould nalk in newneſs of | Life. 
Theſe words. import not only our be- 
lief of- a. Crucifhed Saviour, who dyed 
and was'buricd for fin, .to fave us from 
i057 but alſo our Repentance,. whereby 
we reneunce' Sin, as dead and. buried:to 
it for the time to come.. FM 

The general Deſign of this Sacrament, 
being ſufficiently plain and. clear from 
theſe and cther.. Scriptures. it 1s to 
little purpoſe, (and oftentimes it-proves 
to very 1}|' purpoſe) to enquire any 
further as to particulars; for by ſo 
doing, a great many perſons judging 
ot Divine things by their own weak and 
fooliſh apprehenlions, have reaſoned 
themſelves (if I may fo ſpeak) both out 
of their Reaſon and Religion. 

B 4 AS 


$ Advice toParemts. 


=» = tothe Right of 
tf J Hdrento Baptiſm 
— ' Ba Itwiltappear, if you 


| Contider,, - that the 
Covenant Blefling of Go@s. being the 
God of Abrabam and of his Seed, Gen, 
17. 7. 1s not only continued, to thoſe 
of the Jewiſh Nation who are conver- 
ted to Chriſtianity, (for if the firft Fruit 
be holy, the Lump ts Holy; and if the 
Root be Holy, ſo are the Branches, Rom, 
rt. 16,) but is likewiſe extended to 
the Gentiles, . who by Falth in Chriſt 
are made one: Body with the Jews, and 
fo have. a Right to the Bleſſings. pro- 


mifed: to Abraham ard to: His Children, 


R971. :4;9, IO, IE, 12. Coreth this bleſs 
ſedneſs upon the Circumeifpon onely,, or up- 
on the une cunriſron aljo* For we ſay, 
that Fazth. was reckoned to Abraham. for 
Righteouſneſs, — How waa it then reckoned? 
H-hen be was m Cirtumoiſtom, or in an- 
ciramcijſron * [Not imCincumciſzon, but in 
uncircumciſion ? And he received the ſ1gn 
of Circumciſron, a Seal. of the Righteouſ- 
meſs of the Faith, which he had yct be- 
ing uncircumciſed - That He mrght be 


the Father of them that believe, tho they - 


be not Circumriſed, that Righteouſuaſs 
might be imputed unto them alſo And 
the 
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the Father of Circumcifion, to' thems who' 
are not of the Circumciſion only, but alf# 
walk in the Steps of that Fatth of our Fu- 
ther Abraham, which he had bergEyet: 
mcircumriſed, From which Words it 
appears, That alt who: belteve, not- ori-- 
I Fews or Perfons Circuniciſed;, but. 
Gentiles alſo, or Perſons uncircumciſed; 
are accounted the Children of Abrahw; 
and capable'to' partake of that Happi- 
neſs arid' Satvation , which wis Promiſ- 
ed to him as the Father of rhe” Faith- 
ful. To the ſame purpoſe faith' the 
_— writing to the Galatiavs; 
Chap. 3. 9. They which be of Faith, ave 
bleſſed with' Faithful Abraham. And 9; 
29. If ye be ChrifÞs, ther are ye Abraham's 
Seed, and Heirs atcording to'the' Promiſe. 
Again, 1 Cor. 7. 14. he faith, The uns 
believing Husband vs SanG#ified by the Wife, 
and tbe unbeliewing VVife ts SantHyfred by the 
Husband : Elſe were your Children uncleas,, 
but now are they Holy. Which intimares, . 
that the Children of all- Believers, 
whether they be Jtws or Genties, are 
wittur- God's Covenant, arid have a 
Right to' thofe' Favonrs arid Priviledges 


 whick he hath annexed thereto. Eike- 


wiſe, AG 2; 39. ?tis ſail, The Prontiſe 
is unto you; and'to your Ghiltten; anito 
B g all 
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all that are afar off, even as many as 
the Lord our God ſhall call. So that, all 
who axe called by the Preaching of the 
GoſpS,and do believe in the Lord Jeſus, 
are both themſelves and their Children 
within the Covenant of Grace. If it 
were not ſo, Then the Bleſſing of Abra- 
ham, were not come on the Gentiles, 
through Jeſus Chriſt, . as 1s affirmed, 
Gal. 3. 14. For how could the ſame 
Blefſing be come on the Gentiles ; if 
their Children were not comprehended 
within the Covenant of Grace, which 
was a part of the Bleſſing of Abraharn ! 
And how could Chriſtians be Heirs 
according to the Promiſe, if their 
Children have no Right to it, as Abra- 
bam*s Children had ? Or can it be ima- 
gined, that the Condition of Believers 
under the Goſpel; is worſe than the 
Condition of thoſe who believed under 
the Law ? Are God's Mercies and Fa- 
vours to Mankind impaired, by Chriſt's 
coming into the World ? Has the great 
Lover of Souls, the Redeemer of the 
World, been the occaſion of our loſe- 
ing great and conſiderable Priviledges, 
by his Taberancting amongſt us ? And 
yet all this muft needs follow, if now 
wnder the Goſpel the Children of Belie- 

vers 
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vers. are, excluded from the- Covenant ' 
of Grace, which they were admitted; 
to under the Law 5 which is very 1n-, 
conliſtent with the Divine Goodneſs, 
and contrary to the Love of our Lord 
Jeſus, which he manifeſted in his Blel- 
ſed Goſpel 3 where we find, he Com- 
manded- the Children to be brought: 
unto him, and blamed thoſe. who would 
have kept them from him ; He took 
them into his Arms, laid his Hands up- 
on them, and Bleſſed them, and de- 
clared that he accounted them Heirs of 
the Kingdom -of- Heaven. at. 19. 13g. 
14, 15. and Mark 10. 13, 144 T5» 16s 
From all which, both Words and Deeds 
of our Saviour, we may ſee very plain-- 
ly, he was far from hindering their be-- 
ing admitted Members of his Church 
and Kingdom, 

The Right of. Infants to Baptiſm 
will further appear, it you conſider 
more particularly the Inſtitution of 
Baptiſm. The Jews were wont to ad- 
mit into their Church, not only Aged 
Perſons who were converted 'to-Paga- 
niſm, but likewiſe their Children, 
which they did by Circumciſion, Sacri- 
fice, and Baptiſm. Our Saviour being 
to determine the manner of :admitting 
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Diſerples andProfelytes into his Churchy 
that he might make his Yoke: eaſie- to 
thoſe. who would come after him, laid 
alide Circumer/rm, (which was a painful 
Rite) and Sarrifices, (which were very 
CoſHy)-and only retained Baptzſm, to 
be the Sacrament of Initiation. or Ad- 
miſfion- of - Diſciples into his Church: 
Go ye, Taid he to his Apoſtles, Mfr. 28. 
rg. and teach (or; as the Words may 
be Tranſlated, Drſciple, or make Dije:- 
ples of) all' Nations, Baptizma them in 
the Nitme of the Father, and of the Son, 
ard of the Holy Ghoſt, Now, this Com- 
mand: being given to-Men; who: knew 
that the Infants of thoſe who were 
Converted, were admitted into the 
Tew;/b Church, as well as the Parents 
thetnſelves, tis there the leaſt Ground 
to imagine any other, but that our Sa- 


viour's Defign was, that the Children 


of Bettevers ſhould ſill be admitted in- 
to his Charch, as well as formerly into 
the Fewiſh * And no donbt, if he had 
thought fit to diſcontinue- the Fewr/h 
Prathce, he: woatd have exprefly fig- 
ified his Mind: about it;, to _—_— an 
otberwiſe unavoidable miſtake; 

' -Fo all which might be added, that 
the Extholrck or Univerſal -Chureh; w-_ 
hs eee hc only 


as; m—_—_ — 
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only at this Day, but in fermey Ages, 
has obfervett tlits Cuffom, of Baptizing 
the Children of Chrffizn Parents. 

Now, if Chifdrew have fo. good a 
Right to Baptifm, what ſhall be ſaid of 
thofe Parents, who flight and! neglect. 
ir, and'fo deprive: their poor Childrex 
of that which God, their Heavenly 
Father, hath ordained for {6+ great and 
excellent purpoſes ? We ſee how care- 
ful Parents are; if thein Chikdrer have. 
2 Title to Honſes'and' Lands, or other: 
Temporal Things, to-uſe their utmoſt 
Endeavonrs, to make their Tithe: as 
ſire nnto themr as is poſſible. And yet 
how fad 1s it to think, that they arc not 
at all careful, to have their. Children, 
Baptized, tho? God has: appointed: this 
Sacrament, 'to he the Seat of his Cove- 
nam, and' an Evidence-of thar' Right 
which Believers and tlierr Children have 
to the Kingdom of Heaven. 


2. Duty, to feaſon their Minds betimes 
with good Imprefſums. © | ; 


Secondly, When Children: begin #6 
ſpeak and ro: difcover fome'dawnings of 
Reaſon, tt' is fit to ſeaſon their M-mnds 
with ſome- good Thoughts; ag 

livine 
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I4 Advice. to Parents. 
divine Impreſſions, that. Religion be-. 
times may catch. huld. of their tender 
and innocent Minds, before they are 
corrupted and defiled with bad Princi- 
ples, and vain and unreaſonable Opini- 
ons, which they are apt to learn too 
ſoon from evil Company. Teach them 
who made them ; who dyed for them ; 
for what end they were made ; whither 
good Children go when they dye, and 
whither naughty Children go 3 what a 
place Heaven is, and Hell, &c.. 
 Among(t other . Things, *twill be 
very uſeful to tell Children, ſome of the 
moſt remarkable Hiſto- 
Children are rjes in Scripture, as ſo 
-. oh nec many Arguments and 
Hiftories. Motives to excite them to 
be good Children, and to 
avoid all wicked and naughty Courſes : 
For Example, tell them the Story of 
the Deluge, how God puniſhed the Old 
World, becauſe they were wicked, but 
ſaved Noab. Thereby take occaſion, 
to ſhew them the Danger of being wick- 
ed ; that ſinning with Company, will 
not preſerve from Puniſhment ; what a 
Happy thing it.is to be good ; and how 
kind the Lord 1s to ſuch who keep his 
Commandments, as Noah did, 
To 
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To this purpoſe tell them alſo -the 
Story of Sodom and Gomorrah, &'c. How 
thoſe Cities were conſumed by Fire 
from Heaven, for their great Wicked- 
neſs ; and how Lot was preſerved 
from that dreadful Deſtruction. _ - | 

Tell them the Hiſtory of David and 
Goliah, that they may learn not to be 
proud of their Strength, but may put 
their Truſt in God, who is able to ſave 
them from their mightieſt Enemies. 

Tell them the Story of the naughty 
Children at Bethel, how thcy mocked 
the Old Prophet Elijah, and how 42 
of them were torn in pieces by two 
Bears. By this Example ſhew them, 
what a dangerous thing it-is to be in 
the Company -of naughty Children ; 
and what an Evil thing it is to be 
Mockers and Scorners, eſpecially of 
Holy Men, of Aged Perſons, or of 
God's Miniſters. | 

Tell them what happened to 41anias 
and Saphira for their lying 3 that they 
may be afraid to lye. . 

Tell them how Daniel was preſerv- 
ed, when he was caſt into the Den of 
Lions : And how the three Children 
were preſerved in the Fiery Furnace. 
That thereby they may learn, never to 


be 
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be afraid to: do the Wilt of God, tho? 
by doing & they" ſont be expoſed to 
never ſo grear Dimgers. 


Fett them how Daniel, Hananiah, 


Aiſhact and Acariah choſe: to cat Pulfe 
only,. and. to drink Warer, and' yer, 
by' the Blefſing of God on their plain 
Diet, Their Countenances appeared fairer 


and. fatter in” Fleſh, thar all the Chitdrer 


that did cat the Portion of the Kings 
Aeat. That. thereby they may leartr 
to be well pleaſed with the moſt Plain 
and Ordinary Fare, and' may confider 
that the Bleſſing of God' is able to make 
the courſeft Dier very ſweet, Refreſh- 
mg and Nonriſhing, cven beyond the 
greateſt Delicacies. | 

In this manner *tis' fit to entertain 
your Chitdren ſometimes, according' to 
their Age and Capacity, with ſuch Scrin- 
tare Hiſtories, as tend to make the 
molt lively Impreſſions upon them. 

In teaching Children ſuch matters, 
it is' neceſſary to condeſcent: to their 
weak Capacity, to fpeak"ts them foftty 
and'gently, ard in a plain and intellgi- 
ble manner, It is not fit to talk with 
them” of ſich. things at all times, nor 
yet to ſay too much to tient at any one 
time: Such Inſtru&ions are to'be'dropt 
Io their Minds leiſurely and by de- 
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zrees, {6 as mot to opprefs them, hat 
to recreate thern; not to be a Burden 
to them, but a Pleaſure. 

It cannot be exprefied how great 
Advantages attend ſuch carly Inſtructi- 
ons ; theſe are the. Seeds of Virtue, 
whick take root infenſibly, and. fpring 
up fometimes very nnexpectedly ; the 
Impreftions which. they make contymue 


#1 great while, as Earthen Veſſek re- 


tatn 'the favoar of that Liquor whe? 
was fioſt pat into them a long time 
after : So powerful are theſe finft In- 
ftractions, that they arc able to con 
mer even Nature it ſelf, - Ww 
The farmons Zycrgr made; 7 Pn 

this appear, by bringing ha 
into the: Market-place two Dogs of one 
Litter, and-prefenting before them a Pot 
of Pottage and a Hare ; one of then 
(which was trained up in Hunting) run 
after the Hare 5 and the other (which 
was brought op nt the Houſe) fell to the 

Portage, | 
What a wonderfo] power may we 
daily obſerve in thoſe carly impreſſions 
which are made on Mens Minds There- 
by i.comes to paſs, that the moſt ab- 
fazd and extravagant Opinions, which 
tave been fack'd in, when one was 
young, 
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young, can hardly be removed by the 
cleareit and ſtrongeſt Reaſonings. 


3- Duty, to teach them to pray. 


Thirdly, Teach them, fo ſoon as 


may be, to pray to God Morning and 
Evening ; To fay after you, or others 
whom you appoint for that. purpoſe, 
two or three ſhort Petitions, which 
are caſie to be underſtood; and as 
their Underſtanding and Capacity in- 
creaſeth, teach them the Lord's Pray- 
er; and after that ſome larger Form 
of Prayer, which they may ſay-after. 
you, © tif "they. can: read-it themſelves, 
or get it by heart. i {1,11 
You are to have a ſpecial care, that 
they perform their Devotions in as 
grave and ſerious a manner as their 
years can admit : You are to keep them 
from all ſorts. of indecent Actions and 
Poitures, when they ſay their Prayers : 
For this end, you are to teach them 
wo 1t 15 they ſpeak to when they pray, 
and what thoie things mean, which 
they pray for. | 
Chuſe the fitteſt times for them, 
wheretn to ſay their Prayers : As in the 
Morning, when-ever they ariſe ; while 
their 


the 
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their Spirits are moſt vigorous, and 
their Thoughts moſt free. At Night 
tet them ſay their Prayers rather be- 
fore Supper than after ; becauſe after 
Supper, they are more apt to be very 
dull and ſleepy, and thereby leſs fit for 
ſuch a performance. God 1s not to be 
ſerved with the refuſe of our Thoughts, 
and with. fluggiſh fleepy Delires ; but 


- with our beſt and molt lively Aﬀecti- 


ons, and with. the ſtrength and fervour 
of our deſires, | _ 7 
You are .to.. prevent their omitting: 
their Prayers at any one time z becauſe 
doing ſo once or twice, they are apt 
to negle&t them wholly, or to return 
to them with great averſneſs : Where- 
as Cvſtom and Conſtancy in perform- 
ing their Devotions, will make them 

much more eaſie and pleaſant to them, 
When they are polleſled with more 
perfect and ſolid thoughts about Re- 
ligion, with ſtronger and more lively 
impreiions of Divine things, and are 
able without great diſhculty to expreſs 
the ſenſe of their Souls z They may do 
what they find ſerves belt the great 
purpoſes of Devotion : If praying 
without reſtraining themſelves to any 
particular Form of . Words, contribute 
more 
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more to their Fervency and Elevation 
of Mind in Prayer, tet thent pray with- 
ont ning a Form : But, if they find 
that their Minds are more ſtayed and 
frxed, and their Fervency and Devotion 
greater in the afe of a Form than with- 
out. it, let theny do that which they 
find belt. 

When they pray for omtward and 
temporal things, teach them to do it 
with ag entire fobmiſtion to the Wilt 
of God, who hath promiſed periſhing 
things conditionally, that s,. fo far as 
he fees the beſtowing of then will be 
tor his Glory, and the good of his 
Chetdven : Therefore they muſt nod be 
peremptory, vehement,. and inporto- 
nate it their deſires. and Prayers for 
fack things, bat ought. co pray forrhen 
wittt great Humility and Kefpgnaion to 
the Divine Will. | 

As for ſpiritual Bleflings,. to wir, 
the pardon of Sin, the direction and 
alitance of the Spirit of God, his 
Grace to help them in time of: need, 
power and itrength to fight againſt 
the Devil, the World, and. the Fleſh, 
@&c. Theſe things are to be prayed for 
with ait the importunity and earnelt- 
neſs that 1s: poſſible, The more vehe- 

ment 
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meat and fervent their deſires and 
Prayers are for fob things, the more 
acceptable are they to God, and the 
more likely to obtain from him the 
delires of their Souls; for he hath pro- 
miſed, to ſe#tisfie tbe Jonging Soul with 
good things. 

As it is the Duty of Parents to teach 
thetr Children to pray Morning and 
Evening, fo they aught to teach them, 
always to bleſs God before and after 
Meals. You ovght at firſt, when they 
begin to ſpeak, to cauſe them to ſay 
after you, or after theſe who attend 
them, two or three words, before and 
after Meat. And when they come to 
greater Capacity, teach them a larger 
Form. This will, in due time, be a 
means to excite in their Minds a Senſe 
of the power and goodneſs of God, of 
their dependance upon him for all need- 
ful things, both for Soul and Body, 
and of their own weakneſs and indi- 
gence, 


4. Duty, 
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<- Duty, to obſerve carefully their tem- 
. per'and diſpoſition, and to endeavour to 
reform what 1s amiſs therein. 


Fourthly, Obſerve carefully their 
Temper and Diſpoſition, what Vices 
they are moſt inclined to ; If they are 
ſturdy and proud, peeviſh and paſlio- 
nate, Malicious and Revengetul, Falſe 
and Deceitful, raſh and unadviſed, &c. 
Endeavour, all you can, to rcform 
them, and to bend their Minds the 
right way. For Example, 

| It they are ſturdy and 
What is t> proud, ſtrive to humble 
be done tf they them, to break. them, to 
are fturdy and 6 UP ' 4, 
proud. tame their proud Spirits ; 
accuſtom them to the do- 
ing As of Humility ; do not gratifie 
them in thoſe things which are apt to 
make them Proud ; cauſe them to yield 
and ſubmit to your W1l,- or to the 
Will of others whemyou tbink fit they 
ſhould obey. Accuſtom them, now 
and then, to a refuſal of what they 
would have, eſpecially when you fſce 
them too eager to have it, This you 
may do in {mall matters, which they 
may be without very ſafely : By which 
means 


mos5 


< © 


Ko NEG oe a ol 


Advice to Parents. 23 
means you will prepare them to bear 


: with a refuſal in things of greater mo- 


ment, (which are either inconvenient 


. for them to have, or for you to givc) 


and to be willing to have them, or 
want them, as you ſhall think fit. 

If once this Foundation is laid, it 
will make the reſt of your work a great 


deal more eafie, in the Education. of 


your Children. If you once take their 
will from them, you may then do with 
them what you pleaſe. But if, inſtead 
of this, you gratifie them in whatever 
they have a mind to, and ſuffer them 
to live according to their own Wul and 
Humour, whether it be right or wrong, 
you may then expect, that when they 
are grown. up, they will improve to 
their own hurt and your grief, the Ex- 
ceſſiveLiberty they had when they were 
young. As then you left them to do 
their own will, ſo now they will do 
it, whether you will or not. 

If they be given to Ly- If they 
ing, ſhew them the Evil of it, be given to 
that a Lying Tongue is an A- Ow 
bomination to the Lord, Prov. 6, 16, 17. 
and Ch. 12, 22, That the Devil is the 
Father of Lyars; and that they are in 
the Number of thoſe that are ſhut out 


ot 
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of the new TFrruſaiey:, and bc thei 
pare in the Lake that furmeth with Bin 


aud Brinftane, Rew. 21. 8. and 22. 1, . 


Shew them how great hurt it will 
them, and what ſhame it will bring up- 
on them ; That if they be found Lyars, 
.People will nat believe them, even 
when they ſpeak Truth. Encourage 
them to confeſs their Fanlts, if they 
have done any thing amiſs ; be apt to 
them when they confeſs, and 
tell the Truth ; and commend them 
for doing ſo : But if you find them in 
a Lye, be ſare to Chaſtiſe them for it, 
eſpecially af they have done it oftner 
than once. Nothing tends more to 
the ſpoiling of Children, than their 
getting into ſuch a habit : This is a 
Vice that grows wp apace, if not time- 
ly cured by good Education; There- 
by they keara to grow fo falſe and diſ- 
ingenuous, that they are not fit to be 
truſted or employed. 
If you obſerve them to 
If they ar + be Cunning, and full of lit- 
Sets Fing tle Arts and Wiles, to de- 
ceive thoſe who are {imple 


and good natur'd; ftrive to temper this. 


Wiſdom cf the Serpent, with . the 
Harmleſneſs and Innocence of the _ 
Teac 
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Teach them to uſe their Wiſdom, in 
doing their Duty as well as they can ; 


5. in carrying on ſuch good and uſeful 


Deſigns, as are ſuitable to their Age 3 
and in taking heed leſt others deceive 
them. Endeavour to'make them un- 
gerſtand, that Golden Rule, which our 
Saviour gives us, Mat. 7. 12. All things 
whatſoever "you would that Men ſhould 
do to you, do ye even ſo to them. Shew 
them, that, at laſt, Honeſty will be 
found to be the beſt policy. That they 
that walk uprightly, walk ſurely, Prov. 19." 
9. That God will be a Buckler to them that 
walk uprightly,*(Prov. 2. 47.) That 1s, he 
will prote& ſuch Perſons, and fave 
them from Miſchief and Deſtruftion. 
Encleavour, all that is poflible, to make 
them Lovers of Sincerity and of 'God=- 
ly ſimplicity ; and ſtrive to poſfeſls 
them with a juſt abhorrence of any 
thing that looks like cheating and 'de- 
celving, | 

f they are of a peeviſh If they are 
and paſſionate Temper, ea- P**vſh and 
ſily put out 'of [Humour ?Fate. 
with 'every little thing, and apt to fly 
out-into Paſſion for a ſmall matter ; 
endeavour to make them of a calm and 
mud Temper, m and Gentle, _ 
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of a well governed and compoſed Spirit, 
Teach them to bridle thetr Paſſion, ty 
Teftrain the inward boyhng of their 


Anger, and not to ſufter it to break * 


forth into indecent Words and Atti- 
ons, Shew them, what an exccilent 
thing ' is, for one to rule his Spirit 
which, Sulomon lays, 7s better than to 


rake a City, Prov. 16. 32, Shew them, . 


what ſad conſequences attend an unruly 
Paſſion 3 and what mad and foolih 


*@ * #4 # 


ſter; who, whey be was zeviled, reviled 
not again ; who, endured the contradjeli- 


ow of Sinners againſt birſelf ; and who 


commanded us, to learn, of bat, who was 
meek and towly, Mag. 1 1. 29, 
| f you perceive thera to 
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to thoſe, who have croſs'd them or 
wex'd them in any thing 3 endeavour 
all that you can, to deliver them 'fronz 
F woful and unhappy a Temper ; and 
£0 make them love thoſe, who have 
gone or ſaid ſamewhat that was uneaſie 
£0 them, and to embrace all occafions 
pf doing: them kind Offices, that fo 
#hey may learn t@ pyercame ea wikis 
god. Do not encourage them to fay ill 
af thoſe, who have ſaid ill of them ; 
for this were to feed and cherriſh their 
Kovengeful Humonr. Shew them the 
Example of our Bleſſed - Saviour, who 


* 4 oved his Enemies, yeaDied for them ; 


ad requires of all his Followers, to 
love tneir Enemies, Shew them, what a 
Noble Victory it is over an Enemy, to 
Dvercome him with the Weapons of 
Kindneſs, by doing him good Offices ; 
nad what happy effects attend this Chri- 
titan Temper. . Acquaint them Jike- 
wiſe, with the many ſad conſequences 


- :of Reyenge, whereby ſuch Perſons who 


give way thereto, ſeldom fail to bring 
wpon themfelves, if nat their whole 
tramily, utter Ruin and Deſtruction. 
Parents ought ſo much the more, -to 
:Atrive-to beget a mighty Senſe of this 
"Duty vpon their Childrens minds, be- 
| GS cauſe 
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cauſe it ſeems, moſt of all other thins 


has 


to be neglected 'by the generality ( Fe; 


* Chriſtians. 


"4 
If you find your Chi ql 


If they are (ren apt to be very Jealo fay] 


. Jealous and 


Suſpitioes, 22d Suſpicious, endeavy, 


to free them from ſo bat 
Temper, which will lay the foundati 
of perpetual uneaſineſs and difſquiet, 
-&t be not ſpeedily cured, Strive! 
. make them think favourably, and ! 
hope and believe the beſt of ever 
body. Shew them, how much bett 


It-is, to be miſtaken often in their f 


. vourable conſtruction, than to jud; 
amiſs of any body, tho? but onee ; th 

- This is a Sin, which the other is not. 
But tho? Parents oug 
thus, to endeavour to fr 
their Children from th 
' Jealous and Uncharitable Temper, y; 
care muſt be taken, that they be ni 
too credulous, apt to believe. whater: 
'is ſpoken, without any regard to tt 
Authority and Credibility, the Trat 
and Sincerity of the Speaker : ' For, þ 
being of ſuch a Temper as this, the 
are in danger perpetually of 'being in 
poſed upon, and betrayed to a gre! 
_ 
_ orc 


If they are 
tao credulows. 


yer 
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Words and Actions : Any body who 
"ing has but Wit enough, to find out their 
ty c Temper, may very eaſily. make a prey 

of: them, and. by, falſe Relations, and 
Chi cunning Inſinuations, may occaſion their 
ala faying and doing a great many things, - 
v0 yery hurtful to themſelves or others, 
bat gr at leaſt very, filly and impertinenr, - 
tit which will expoſe them to a great deal- 
t ef Contempt and Scorn. Parents there- 
7e! fore, ought to. look upon. It as a matter - 
dt of no ſmall importance, to preſerve: 
ve! their Children from being too credu-- 
ett per they. ought to Teach them to- 


rt gnquirs into the Truth of what. is- 


ud fpoken,.. and to conſider , who the Per- 
th fon is that ſpeaketh. For-if it be- ma-' 
- nifeſt,. that he who ſpeaketh, is ordi-- 
ug marily given to Lying, and that he- 
ff! makes no Conſcience of his words ; it- 
th is ſo far-from being a fault, not to be- 
j lieve him ; that, on the contrary, *tis 
un a piece of very great ſillineſs, to make' 
mT any account of what he ſays, until it be 
t confirmed by Perſons of known Truth, 
ut and of unqueſtioned Integrity, 

h If-they are of an Envi- 

he ous Temper, and cannot If they are 
mn -endure that others be Envious. 

&@ Loved as well as they, or 

"} C 3 that 
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- iſs; for, as Solomon figs, Prov. 1 
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that others ſhould have better and fine 
things than they, or evn as good : Fn 
deavour to cure them of this Diften. 
per, by all ſick Argiments dtid Me 
thods, as their years are capable « 
Shew them how great miſchief they 
Envy does them 5 how it robs them « 
the Happineſs and Comfort of thei 
Lives, and 'exts out alt that Sweetne| 
and Pleaſure they might otherwiſe tal 
if what they enjoy. Shew therm, whit 
a fooliſh thing their Envy is; it can 
not affeQ or hurt others, it only Hurt: 
theraſelves, which it does with a wit 
"30, 


Envy is the > bones 3 © 
Is, it waſts and con | 
Bones, thoſe who entertain fo unlucky 
a Gueſt; # makes their Life moſt miſe- 
Table, | | | 
| If you perceive them t0 
Ks. = ws be very impatient, whet 
bo pelt- they have not preſently 
| what they defire, or when 
any uneaſte thing happeneth unto them ; 
for example, when therr Head akes a 
jittle, or whett any other part of their 
Body is afteted, more or leſs, with 
ſomewhat. that is painful and ſmart- 
ing, &c, Endeavour to make them of 
a pa- 


mes to the ver - 


Aﬀoite to Parents. Jt 
fine, patient Spirit 3 teach theth to bear 
ED heir burthen without much commplait- 
en, ing of making an indecent note. Mate 
Me +hem ſenſible, that alf thoſe things, 
which are © painful and afflifive ts 
hei them, arc ordeed by the wiſe and jaft 
NO Providence of God, to try them, fo 
ha pumble therh, to taiſe their Hearts to 
is Heaven, to purifle thetii froth - their 
tal 'qrofs, to prepate them for greater ſuf< 
th fefings, to ſtir them vp 'to eall ypon 
Me him, and to tearn to depend upon him, 
i and fo refigti themſelves entirely to his 
it Holy Will atid Pleafirte. Shew themm, 
0% that whatever they ſuffer, is fir leſs 

than they deferve ; | that a great tnany 

7)  Excellefit and Holy Perfbiis, have 
endured much ttiore fevere things 
without complaining OT INUIIRUFINg, 5 
yea, that ev ſforhe Heathens have, 

0 with great firmneſs and cofiftaitcy of 
! tnind, eridured a great deal of pain 
/ and torture. Above all, figgeſt unto 
! them, what our Bleſſed Lord and Ma- 
\  fter ſiffered, in his Soul, and ih his 
' Body; and how, for our fakes, he en- 
dured alt with wonderfal patience, and 
with an entire ſubmiſſion to the will of 

_ his Father 3 How, He was led as a ſheep 

bo the ſlaughter , How, He was oppreſſed 

C. 4 and 


3z Advice to Parents. 

and affiited, and yet opened not his mouti 
Shew them, how it becometh them, 
who by Profeſſion are Chriſt*s folloy. 
ers, to run with patience the race ſet be. 
fore them, looking unto Jeſus. Encou- 
rage them alſo, with the hopes of a 
exceeding and eternal weight of Gloyy, 
which attendsthoſe who endure theſe lizl; 
Aflictions which laſt but for a moment, 
Che If you ſee that they love 
| -þ 7g jove their Belly too well, and 
wel,” are apt to Eat and Drink 
ents more than 1s meet, and that 
they.are too deſirous of ſuch food as i 
moſt coſtly and chargeable ; endeavour 
.to reſtrain their Gluttonous Appetite, 
and to keep them within the bounds of 
VEE Moderation. and Sobriety ; 
at aePon * Teach them, to be well 
the Dyet of Pleaſed with plain and or- 
the Perfian diary fare; to conſider, 
Boys, tif they that any thing, tho? never 
were 16 or {© courſe, is better than 


— they deſerve; that a great 


end Creſſes; many excellent Perſons have 
their Drin& been reduced to ſuch ſtraits, : 
war Water. as to think it a. Feaſt, to 
have enough of Bread and 
Water, Tell them, how 

meanly 


Pzdiz Cyr, 
lib, 1, 


Advice. to Parents: 33 
meanly- a great many People, both:- 
Young and Old, live at this' very in- 
ſtant; and therefore, that they ought - 
to be content with ſuch Food as 1s pro- : 


" vided for them, to uſe it ' ſoberly, - and - 


to be heartily thankful to God, from 
whom they have Meat and Drink, and : 


" all other things, which are: for the 


comfort and © conveniency of their- 
Lives, -- 

If you obſerve in- them - If they diſ- 
any thing that looks like a query ten- 
tendency - to an- Unchaſte haſt nt ae 
Behaviour, delay not to mwgeft 48s 
admonihh them ; ſhew them - ons. 
the evil of fuch things, and | 
the dreadful conſequences thereof, both 
to'Soul and Body; - Endeavour. to pre- 
vent'their falling into ſo horrible a pit, 
out 'of which - very 'few eſcape, - who 
have once - faPn thereinto 3; and of 
which, the Wiſeman-ſays, Prov. 22. 14. 
He that) is abhorred of the Loyd, ſhall fall 
therein ; and again, 2.18, 19. 'Speak- 
ing- of the : Adultereſs, or Whote, he 
ſaith, Her. Houſe meclineth urzo death, 
and her - paths unto the dead ;, none that 
£0 unto ber return again, neither take they 
bold of the parhs "of --Z5f, Shew them, 
into how'great-ſhame-and-diſgrace,,and 
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nto how mach Miſery, - ſuch Perfogs 
ordinartty- bring themſelves. Sugget 


to them, how ahany other Sins attend - 


This Vice, as its tnfeparable Compaai- 
ons; whereby the Sout is fo deeply cor- 
ryptcd, .as to loſe all See of any thing 
that. is. truly excellent, ' and. worthy of 
2 Rational: Creature, Strive to make 
them. ſenſible, of the miſerable bon- 
dage of thoſe, who are under the Power 
and Tyranny: of their unruly Luſts and 
Appetites, who are enſlaved to th 
Plcafures of the Fleſh. Endeavour to 
inake them taft of thoſe ſolid and: man- 
iy Delights, which are only to be found 
in the ways of true Vertue and. unfeign- 
ed Picty,; whick are infinitely mor: 
pure and. laſting, that - thoſe. brutiſh 
Pleaſares' which Senſuntifts-'- pysſue, 
And do- what m you: lies' to preſerve 
them. fron: ſeeing and hearing any 


thing that is Unchaſte and 


* Nil aiftu' Irmpure'*, or has the ap 
fadun viſn- prarance of it, Ra 
ge, bec Þt- SS 5, 
mins 1anget, intra que peer oft," Proc inc iv 
exl inde prelke Lonnmm,. of Canths permSani 
peraſiri. Maxima debetier puero Reveremtia, Wc, 
fuven, Sh, I4s i, | 
Why carſe  _ B you! find that, ab anf 
anizees;”  ing-they-Corte qn6l receh 


— 


Advice ts Parents. 3s 
and take the Name of God in vain, Cfi- 
deavour to refcue them from ſo horrid 


- and dangerous a Sin, Shew them, that 


they who praiſe this Vice, haye no 
profit nor pleaſure to tempt them there- 
to; that they ſell their Souls fo the 
Devit for nothing ; and that they are 
{> far from having any real gain there- 
by, that they muſt needs, at ſome time 
or other, find no ſmall inconvenience 
by it, as to their Temporal Concerns 3 
for they that are wiſe, and have any 
ſence of Religion,cannot chuſe but avoid 


having much dealings 
with them, whom they 
ſee to be utterly void of 
the Fear of God *, Shew 
them what a great diſho- 
nonr *tis to God, their 
great Lord and Maſter, 
their Creator and Pre- 


ſerver, for poor Worms. 


thus'to dare to rend and 
tear, as it were, his moſt 
Sacre and Blefted Name; 
and how mnch he is pro- 


. voket thereby, to inflict 


his moft heavy and ſe- 


vereJudgments upon ſuch... 


bold” Sinners, Z# wilt not 
vokd him Guittleſs that 


* Pythigores 
forbad his Fol- 
lowers tos Sweas 
by the Gods, dud 
required them fu 
to live, that they 
might be' befie« 
ved without . att 
Oath. Diog:- La- 
cert, i Pychag; 
- Clintas, ne 
of hſs Folliwers,, 
6hife rather -t0- 
pays. Fine! of 4 
Falents, thai to. 
wolate the Pre- 
c#pt of . his Ma- 

0" He conlt- 


very innocently. 


taketh 
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96 Advice to Partnts. . 


taketh bis Name in vain. . EX. 20: 7, 


| That 1s, tho? Men paſs by ſuch Offend. 


ers, and do not. puniſh them, . yet. God 
will look after them, _ he will call then 
to an Account, _ and be- avenged upon 
them 3 he will not fail to puniſh them, 
'This' is reckoned up, Hof. 4. 1,2, 3. 
as one of the crying Sins, for which 
God had a controverſie with the I/rac- 
tites, and for. which he threatened that 
their Land ſhould mourn, and that every 
one that dwelt therein ſhould languiſh, &c, 
| If they are of a very 
7 dy  unconſtant and. unſetled 
a m0 Temper, fothat they can 

never fix. at any. thing, 
Ror- continue in their Purpoſe. and Re- 
ſolution; ſtrive to fix them and to ren- 
der them of a-more ſtaid and ſetled 
Mind... If what they have reſolved or, 
begun. to do, be. not contrary to the. 
Laws of- God and men, nor any way, 
Prejudicial- to themſelves or others; it 
is very adviſeable for you, now and 
then,-.to keep them cloſe to their Re- 
ſolution+or: Undertaking. Though the 


thing be not worth a ruſh in it {clf, 


which they purpoſe or undertake,yet 


their being accuſtomed to do what they. 
kaye- once reſolyed, diſpoſeth. them mw, 
| ; e 


FTP gy or or FT WW 


Advice to Parents. 37: 


be conſtant and firm in more uleful and. 
excellent Purpoſes; and Defigns'z; and 
beſides, it makes the performance- of 
any thing a great. deal more ealie, 
when the Spirits-can fix at-it,. until it 
be-accompliſhed. - Whereas, if way be. 
given to a fickle: and. changeable Hu-. 
mour, it gets ſtrength daily, .and at. 
laſt grows ſo very Powerful and Tys-, 
rannical, that they who -are under its- 
unhappy influence, are like a feather 
driven to and fro with the-wind ; they. 
are - never able to ſettle to any thing, 
tho? never ſo neceſlary and important,: 
and ſo, very. ordinarily,. prove - good. #. 
for nothing. - 
If you perceive them to 
be-: ſurly, of . a rough and ſu L puc/ on | 
moroſe, an uncivil and dif-' ,gjpe, 
obling Carriage : Strive to - 
cure them .of ſuch an unhappy Tem- 
r. Teach them -to- be Courtesus: 
and Afﬀable, Civil and .Obliging - toc 
every body, and carefully to avoid- 
whatever. looks like negleQ- and -con- 
tempt. - Shew- them how uſeful and 
ſerviceable, or .how . hurtful ..and. 
dangerous, the meaneſt perſon may, 
be to them, . at ſome time..or: other. 
> 3%; hop 5 a 
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38 Advice to Parents. 
; * Tell them the Fable of 
* This wey the Lion and the Mouſe, 
þA [5 ny How , when the Mouſe 
Fables, was Froubled the ſleeping Lion, 
wery much u- and diſturbed him, the Li- 
ſed in Anciew on was ready in great 
Toes by the Wrath to have torn it in 

iſeſt Nati- _. 

ons ; ſeePlas PIECES 3 but the Mouſe beg- 
ro Dialog. 2. ged of him to ſpare him, 
de Repub. &F for he was but a r 
_— tb. Mouſe, not worthy of his 
The Oe Wrath, and might live to 

graph, - Sf 
do him ſome Service. The 
Lion was prevailed with to let him eo : 
Afterwards it happened, that the Lion 
was intangled ina Net, out of which, 
as great and mighty as he was, he 
cayid not deliver himſelf, But the 


Mouſe, remembring the. Lion's Gene- - 


rofity, ate afunder the Net, and fo ſer 
him at liberty. Hence you may infer 
wo. them, how fit and advantageous it. 
is, by'a conrteous and civit behaviour, 
to oblize the pooreſt and moſt inconſr- 
derable Perfon, who once in. Seven 


Years, may be able to do them, either - 


£0: - 


Adwice to. Parents. 39 


to all, {o.ina mor clpern "de 
manner to, Aged Perſons, they are 
whom God has command- gt ace el 
ed to be Honoured and Re- n | 
ſpeed, Levit. 1 g9« 32. Thou 
{halt riſe up before, the. hoary Head, and 
honour the face of. the: Old. Man. Parents, 
ought to-conlfider, that they. may, live 
cill they be Old, if they be not fo al- 
ready ; and therefore they ought to 
Teach their Children to Honour Aged. 
Perſons, leſt by permitting. them to. 
carry themſelves diireſpeafully and. in- 
ſolently. towards them, they themſelves 
ſhonld meet with negle& and contempt 
from: them 3, which. falls ont but too 
often, How worthy of Rraiſe-were'the 
Noble [Spartans, who Honoured alt 
Aged Perſons very much ? © © 
* One of them being asked, -, * Plwarc. 
why their Young People 17 
roſe up to. the Aged, - gave 
this Anſwer ; © That, by being, accu- 
* ſtomed thus to Honour others, . they 
© might. o. much the more. Honour their 
* own. Parents. And here I cannot. but. 
mention another very notable inſtance, 
concerning theſe Spantans.; , 
which is this. * When .an hag py 
Qid. Many cane is fea the rob. 
' Olympick 
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40 Advice to Parents. 

Olympick Games, he went about 't5 
look tor a Seat 3 but the Grecians nep- 
lected and mocked him, till at laſt 


coming.-where the Spartans ſate, all the: 


Children roſe up to” him, | and ſeveral 


more Aged Perſons'gave place to him,” 
When the reſt of the* Grectans, (who 
had been themſelyes difreſpe&ful to- 
wards him) apphauded the Cuſtom of 


the Spartans, afd- highly commended 
them for-it; . the Old Man ſtroking 
down:his Beard, Kid, -© Alas !- what a 
* fd thing-is this 2 All the Gracians 
* know what is Good:and Honourable, 
+ but the you only —_ it. - 

| It yon obſerveyour Chil- 
- dren, to be: very apt to 
one anther, Quarrel' and contend © with 
',..,,-; One another, and toifall by 
the Ears together ;. be careful to re- 
move their debates, and to make them 
love one another. By. no means wink 
at their Contentions, eſpecially if ' they 
be grown up a little, When fuch Re- 
lations are at variance together, they 
are of all others the moſt- violent- in 
their Hatred againſt one another. Wit- 
neſs the Rage and Fury of - Cain againſt 
Abel, of wer or Jacob, of Joſeph's 
Brethren again him, 4 Brorhtr- of- 


, = fadd.. 


' Advice to Parents. 47 


- fended, ſaith Solomon, Prov. 18. 19. is 


harder to be won than a ſtrong City, and 
their contentions are like the bays of a Ca- 
ſtle. The Learned- Philoſopher and Hi- 
ſtorian Plutarch, * reckons 
it among the things which * De Fra- 
are next to impoſſible, for terno Amore, 
Brethren once at variance, 
to be afterwards throughly reconciled 
to one another. - © As one Member. of 
<« the Body, torn or cut off from the 
& other, can hardly be gluedand joyned 
« together again 3 So, ſays he, when 
& Brethren have once fallen from their 
« Natural Aﬀe&tion, and are poſſeſſed 
« with bitterneſs and. wrath againſt one 
& another, they ſeldom unite cloſely 
©<any more; their Reconciliation is or- 
<« dinarily but skinned over ; whereas, 
© there ſtill remains under the appea- 
* rance of Friendſhip, a grievous ſore 
* ready to break out. How much is it 
therefore your Duty, to prevent all 
manner of ſtrife and diviſion among 
your Children, and if debates ariſe 
among them, to do your utmoſt to re- 
move them. Teach them to yield and 
to condeſcend to one another, to take 
pleaſure in gratifying, rather than in 
overcoming ane another, to rejoice in. 
the. - 


4t Advice to Parenty. 
the Company of one atother, to he 
mighty concerned for one -artother* 
Happineſs and Welfare, to be upon all 
eccalzons ready to help ard aſt one 
another, to ſympathize very tenderly 
witlt ohe another, in any Pain, Grief, 
of L.ofs; ard ina Loving and Friendly 
manner, to tell one another of their 
Faults, withont publiſhing of them. Do 
ndt: encourage them to ſpeak HE of one 
z#f6ther, and to report every little 
thing, whereby they think to loffen one 
atother if four -Eſteern and AﬀeRtion, 
Such things aſe = be the _— et Diſ- 
cord and Contention atongft Children, 
aid therefore Wiſe Parents ought ta 
prevent thein, as much as may be. 
| If you find them over 
If they are Carious to know what may 
wer car he their Lot and Fortune, 
fo far rheir as *tis called, in the World, 
fine in the and therefore apt to heark- 
world. en to Gyp/res and Fortune- 
; Tellers, to conſult with Di- 
vinatory Books, and to uſe ſuch other 
Wicked, tho? but too common Arts, 
for gratifying their Curiolity ; do what 
in you lyes, to deliver them from ſuch 
dangerous and unlawful Praftices. Shew 
them what is written, Zevit, 20, 6. The 
| Soul 
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Advice t0' Parents. 43 
S;ul that turneth after ſuch as have fa- 
miltar Spirits, and dfter Wizayds, to g0 
a whoring after-them,, I will even fef my 
fare againſt that Soul, and will 6ut- bi 
off from among bis People. And Ifa. 3. t 9. 
When they fhall ſay unto you, ſeek unto 
them that have familiay Spirits, and unto 
Wizards that peep. and that Hitter : ſhould 
Mot & people ſeek unt9 their God ? Likewney 
Det. 18.'t0, It. poo rae found 
amon ary one Mat ufels - | 
Divination (a), or aw obſey= _ (4 That 
ver of times (b), of an In- kewio _ 
chanter, or a Witch, 0r 4 j, fo come, 
Chaymer, or a Conſulter with - and diſcores 
famitiar | Sjirits '(C), 6 # tede is 
Witard,or a Neeromancer(d). feeree, ay 
For all that dv theſe things are are 
an abomination unto the Lord. © (6) Thar 

15,whojudg- 


_ eth one day lucky, atid another diſmal and un- 


hucky, and therefore begins or forbears his De- 


- fgns accordingly. 


(c) One that being in Covenant with Evil Spi- 
rits, calls upon them by certain Words and 
Rites, co get their aſſiſtance in ſome vain or bad 
Deſign or other. + | 

(a) Ore that callerh upon the Dead, and en- 
quircth of ther, as the Witch of Endor did. 
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44 Advice to Parents. 


. Shew them, that they who follow 
ſach courſes, do thereby provoke God 
to leave them, and to deliver them 0- 
ver to the Wicked one, that he may 
bring upon them thoſe Calamities and 
Judgments which they deſerve, and 
which perhaps they were told ſhould 
happen to them : Not, as if thoſe Pre- 
te Prophecy did..infallibly know 
what would come to paſs, which moſt 
certainly they do not ; but God in his 

Righteous Judgment, doth often puniſh 

with ſome remarkable ſtroke, ſuch cu- 

rious Perſons, - who preſume-to enquire 

into-thoſe things. which he has thought 

fit:to conceal from them ; . .? Tis ſaid of 

Saul, 1 Chron. 10. 13, 14. That, be died 
for his Tranſgreſſion, and alſo for asking 
Counſel of one that had a familiar Spiru, 
to enquire of it, and enquired not of the 
Lord : Therefore he flew him. - And, tho” 
they who have been guilty of ſuch _im- 
Pious Enquiries, ſhall be delivered from 
Eternal Condemnation, and poſſibly 
from ſome great puniſhments in this 

Life, if they ' fincerely Repent of their 
Sin, and. Folly ; yet oftentimes, they 

ſuffer not a little from the impreſſions 

which are made on their fancy, by their 

heving heard that ſome. Tragical thing 
or - 
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or other - ſhould befall: them. How 
many, even good People, hawng found 
unſpeakable uneaſineſs, almoſt all their 
Life time, only by having heard it ſaid, 
without their own asking, by fuch im- 
pious pretenders to Divination, - that 
thus or thus it ſhould happen to them: 


| Tho they abhorred and -deſpiſed ſuch 


things, and did what they could to be 
delivered from having any RefleQtions 
upon them, yet now and then, of a 
ſudden, their fancy has 'been ſtruck 
therewith, which did not a little dif- 
quiet and diſturb them. 
From all which, it appears, how ne- 
ceſſary it is for Parents, to prevent 
their Childrens doing ſuch things. Shew 
them, that their only ſafe way, is, to 
be always careful -to- do what is good 
and right, to make the Laws of God 
their Rule, to ſeek his Glory as theis 
chief end, to depend on him for dixe- 
tion and aſſiſtance, never to be anxious 
about what is to come, but to leave all 
Events to his Wiſe and: Gond Provi- 
dence ; humbly to reſign themſelves to 
his Holy Wull and Pleaſure, *and to be 
always ready to be diſpoſed of as he 
ſhall free fir. Tell thera, (which you 
may do with great aſlurance) _ if 
they 


46 Adwece to Parents. 

they do theſe things, they may be con; 
fident, that all fhall b2 well ; for God 
will not fail, according to his Promiſe, 
to make all things, even the greateſt 
Afflictions, work together for goed to 

them that :Love him. Rowe. 8. 28. 
| _ If you perceive them to 
If they ere be yunthankful for Favours 
untank fakes and Benefits, { 2s not to 
_— od end FAKE notice af thoſe who 
king Officer. help and afliſt them, and 
who have done them, or 
are always ready to do them gapd Offi- 
ces 3 endeavour #0 arg them of this 
very 4l Quality. -Canfo them to-thank 
thoſe who are kind and ſerviccable to 
them; ſtrive &© make them retain a 
laſting Senſe of Kindysfles, and to he 
ready when there is: an opportunity, 
to.make fomo hit ackngwledgment and 
F&&ux7n ; For which end, ?trwall be con- 
Ow. now.and then, io give them 
ſome {nall matter, according to your 
Quality, for 2 preſent te thoſe who 
have bean at ſame painste ferve them, 
ar who have been very Banntifulor Ge- 
acreys to them. And when they make 
88 acknowledgment far Favors received, 
alviſe them to do it with a chearful 
Eountenance, @ as:to expreſs therehy 
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Advice to Parents. 47 


-the inward Senſe of their Minds, that 
"they, to whon. they make the. return 
- of Kindneſs, may ſee how hearty .and 


real they are, that they doit, not grudg- 


"ingly, but very willingly. 


a7 


There is the greater need, to mnitrl 
into your Childreas Minds, Principles 
of Gratitude, .becauſt *tis {o very com- 
mon amongſt Men to be unthankful, 


For, what 1s there more common, than 


to ſee thoſe neglected and ſughted, who 
have been very kind and ſerviceable ? 
How many root. up thaſe, by whom 
themſelves have been planted? How 
many baſoly betray their trueſt Friends 
and greateſt Benefaftors * How many 
think it a diſparagement, to be ſa much 
as thought to. be beholden to others 
tho? their Obligations be very great ? 
Now, what can there þe mare baſe a9g 
abominable, than ſuch a Temperas this ! 
What Villany apd Wickedneſs fem 
they not likely to commit, who have 
no Seaſe of Benefits ? The Apoſtle Pau? 
reckoneth unthankfulneſs amongſt the 
great Sins, which make the laf days 
perilous and diflicylt. 2 Ta. z. 2. 

To excite your Children to be thank- 
ful ; few 4bem, how great an abhor- 
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ayhat a ſhame it is for them to be un- 


43 * Advice to Parents. bY 
rence the very Heathens had of Ingra- 7? I 
tituge 3 they thonght it one of the 7" © 
worſt things you could ſay of them, tq 290 
 _ call them urithankful #;/J6d 
* Dizer® they reckoned that this 0 
pain ;.. Name, included all the had 
Sratum Homis Things That could be imagin- #2 
nem dixers, ed; that unthankfulneſs waz *2 
 - the Fountain, from whence PE 
the greateſt Vices did ſpring, See 
Sen. de Benef, I. 1. c. 10. the 
*Twas a very Excellent and Cont 9 
| mendable Cuſtom amongſt Me 

os AN the Perſians *, that they # 
> i 1, Who were over their Chil- Tt 
| dren, amongſt other things, ii: 
taught them Gratitude ; fo that if any Tt 
of the Boys was able to make a grateful wi 
return, but did it not, they puniſhed ot] 
him ſeverely; for they judged, that 
they who were unthankful, would alſo tc 
negle&t their Duty to God, to their 
Parents, their Country, and Friends. on 
Amongſt other things to be ſuggeſted th 
to'your Children, to ſtir them up to be th 
Thankful, you may repreſent to them, 


g? 


thankful, when the very Beaſts, both 7 
Tame (as may: be ſeen every day) and 
Wild, 


+ :% 
38 
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" Hook like a grateful acknow- & Sen. de Be- 


. Jedgment to their Benefa- nef.l. 3. c-19. 
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Advice't0 Parents, | 49 
ild;' (as ſeveral Authors © « ,,, pe 
tell us) do things which z;# 13, yl 


Aul. Gel.l.;. 


If you find them to he of _ 
If they are cf 


too Prodigal a Teinper, apt. 

to be too profuſe in their Ex- 7/7 gel 
| Temper, 

pences 3 ready to throw a- 

way their Money upon Trifles,and when 


there is no reaſonable occaſion for ir ; 


you ought by all prudent and proper 


Methods to endeavour - to - make them 
a little more diſcreet and careful ; 
That: they waſte nothing in vain, 
that may be of uſe to poor People ; 
That they do not throw away that 
which may: do good 'at ſome time or 
other. Suggeſt often to them, that we 
are Stewards of whatever God be- 


_ ſtows upon us, that he will call us to 


an Account; and that therefore we 
ought to employ to good purpoſe all 
thoſe good things he gives us.” Shew 
them what our Saviour ſaid to his Di- 
ſciples, after he had fed five thonſand 
men with five Loaves and two Fiſhes, 
Job. 6. 12, When they were filled, he ſaid 
unto his Diſciples, Gather up the frag- 


' ments that remain, that nothing be 1eft. 


He 


- evil of Covetouſach ; that is the ri 


5O Advice to Parents. 7 
He would nat have any thing tpſh; a © 
thrown, Fran: pnaecefagily & - whid. 
TEN be uſeful afterwards to- one « ? 


If they are 
-Coverous. 


If you find them of a Co 
vetons /Lemper ; endeayou 
| to enlarge their thaughts.hy 
she Principles of: Chriſtian Charity 
Shew them. what: an - excellent thin 
It 1s to. do- good ;, ta fhew mercy a 
kindneſs ;' to make Peoples hearts glal 
Accultom them to. the daing ſich kin 
aud: charutable Offices; for which cnt 
give them now- and; then..money, an | 
ather things, #6 beſtow on thoſe whi 
are paor and. needy, . Shew them th 


Ts of. all evil, * that it take 
* Inde fere the heart off from: God, ant 
a ag Fu rendereth ww unfit for th 
van,Sar74, conkdexation of Divi 
things, and for all worth 

and uſeful deſigns ; that. it difpoſethi 
man- for the, baſeſt and vileſt atios © 
and undertakings, as it did Judas tn Þ 
betray. his Lord; That it bereaves hin' © 
of true repoſe and ſatisfaction of ming © 
and pierceth bim through with may * 
forrows. 1 Tim. 6, g. 19. "D 


Advke to Parents. 5x 


if you perceive them' to PP 


tbe naturally melancholy, and 7 
*fearful of every little thing, Lnchoh. ww 


? endeavour to chear up their 

Spirits : Suggeſt to them ſuch conſide- 
rations, and poſſeſs them with ſuch 
Maxims and Principles, as tend to for- 
tifle their minds againſt thoſe things 
which are apt to make them —_— 
and are the occaſion of their fear, I 
their diſtemper proceed from ſome bo- 
dily indiſpoſition, as oft-times it does, 
uſe ſach helps as are neceſſary : When 


- ſuch evil habits of body are once root- 


ed and ſtrongly fixed, and when the 
blood and ſpirits are deeply inteted 
therewith, they are a very grievous 
clog to the Soul, and a great hindrance 
to that chearfulneſs and libeity of Spi- 
rit, wherewith people ought always t0 
endeavour to ſerve God. 
If you {ze them to be of if th 
too gay and airy a Temper ney are 
ſo that they cal fix o- Tags leg 
be ſtayed at any time ; you £7 ht" 
are to uſe a great deal of prudence 
and diſcretion to compoſe and ſettle 
their Spirits.z Sce that they uſe their 
Wit and Fancy without giving offence, 
and that they hurt no' body by- indecent 
D 2 reflections 
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52 Advice to Parents. by 
reflections: Let them by no mean 4, 
_ take liberty to indulge their humour it 7 

jeſting about things that are Sacred, « * 
that have any relation thereto. Bu * 
you are to take heed leſt your endeavor. 


TIng to cure one fault, occaſion ano. 
ther ; leſt your ſtriving to deliver then 
from one extream, drive them to th 
contrary ; that is, leſt inſtead of thei 
being too gay, you make them melan- 
choly and -dull: Their Wit and Spi: 
rit is not to be reoted out, but reform 
ed and rightly managed ; for this maj 
be of uſe, for ſeaſoning and ſweetnin 
Converſation. 

If you obſerve them te 
—— © be raſhand forward, read} 
ward, to ſpeak and a& without due 
| confideration; ſtrive to make 
them more cautious and circumſpec; 
to refle& and think a little more, on 
what they ſay and do ; leſt otherwiſe, 
they fall into a habit of ſpeaking and 
acting impertinently and indiſcreet- 
ly, When they ſay or do a foolih 
thing, for lack of confideration, then 
take occaſion to make them ſenfible 
what a ſhame it is for them to do ſo; 
what a reproach to thoſe who are rea- 


fa 


ſonable Creatures, to ſpeak _—_- # c0 
1Ke 


Advice to Parents. 53 


2A Jike Fools without Reaſon and Under- 
1 $tanding : Shew them ſome of the bad: 
<onſequences which attend ſpeaking and- 
Bu ating in this manner. Particularly, 
NW"that ſuch Perſons not only expoſe 
9 themſelves to Contempt and Scorn, 
EM but likewiſe to a great deal of danger 
tk 2nd trouble. Tell them, how a great 
el! many, by their raſh and unadviſed, 
A though not ill intended, Speeches and 
PF Actions, have not only highly exaſpe- 
M rated their Enemies, but alſo provoked 
19 their Friends, and forfeited their kind- 
in neſs, which thereby has been changed 

ſometimes into the utmoſt Indigna- 
t tion and Hatred. Shew them, how 
U ſome, by this means, have loſt their 
lv Eſtate, their Honour, and Life it ſelf: 
K and not only have ruined themſelves 
t; by their raſhneſs and folly, but like- 
ol wiſe a great many of their beſt Friends 
ſe, and deareſt Relations. A due ſenſe 
ad of theſe things ought to excite all Pa- 
{- rents to do what they can, to render 
ſh their Children very conſiderate and 
el wary In whatever they ſay or do. 
kk And becauſe, for lack of knowledge 
)z and experience, they are in hazard to 
a- fall into many miſcarriages, and to 
a commit great abſurdities, if they go- 
Ke D 3 vern 


54 Advice to Parents, 
vern themfelves wholly by their om 


fancy and apprehenſion, or by their Jeſt 


inclinations and deſires, therefore i 
ret them to ask you, or to ask 6 


thers, whom you recommend to ther, 


whether it be fit for them to do thy 


or that, which they have a mind ti 
do, It will be cf unſpeakable advan- 
tage to them all their Life long, to 
learn this piece of Wiſdom betime 
to wit, to be jealous, and not to 
confident of their own Apprehenſion 
and Opinions, and to have a gre 
os for the Judgment and Opinia 
of others. Solomon makes this a «di 
{tingviſhing Mark betwixt a wiſe Mar 
and a Fool, that the way of a Fodl v 
right in bis own Eyes, (and therefor: 
he ſcorns to ask the opinion, or to fol. 
low the advice of others; ) but hk! 
that bearkeneth unto Counſel is wife 
Prov. 12. IF. 

Thus you are to make it your Bul:- 
neſs to watch over your Children, 
and to conſider what are their defeds 
and faults, and to do all that you can 
to cure them thereof, and to dire@ 
them in the ways of Wiſdom and 
Virtue. You are careful] to pluck up 
the weeds in your Gardens, while they 

are 


OW! 
heir 
di: 


Advice to Parents. $5 
re yet young, and not deeply rooted, 
{ſt otherwiſe the good Seeds ſhould be 
choak*'d up with them. How much 
ore careful ought you 'to- be, - left 
the Souls of your- Children ſhould be 
prer-run with vicious 'Qualicies ? 
' If your Childrens Limbs are crooked 
and very defornd,youare at great pains 
and ſometimes at no ſmall charge like», 
wiſe, ſo long as thers is hopes 'of Suc- 
ceſs,: to' make' them ffraight-and com- 
1y. Ought you not to be at as much 
pains at leaſt for their Souls ? Ought you 
not to do what in youlies, to ſhape and 


frame them to. Virtue and Piety, that 
they may become amiable and accepta- 


ble in the fight of God i - 72 
s. Duty, toſee that they be taught to Read. 


Fifthly, When once they are of an 
Age fit for it, fee that they be taught 
to read, And if you have not leiſure, 
or perhaps have' not skill to teach ther 
your ſelves, you muſt be 
careful to make choice of 421 chuſng 
a Skilful and diſcreet Per- o_ —_ = 
fon to do it; who by his yead. 
teaching and Example, may 
train them up both in Knowledge 

D 4 and 
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56 Hd vice. to.Patety. 


to; remember. their Creatar -in the days 4 


their Youth, * to hate. every evil wa 
and to take delight in the ways of God! 


Holy Commandments, If a carefi 4 


choice be made of a wiſe and faithfi 
School-Maſter: for your. Children, i 
will render; your work ſo much the mor 
Fallse: - - Wn) | 13 
_ _ » . Having ſent your Chi 
_ keep- dren to School, you mul 
©, © keep them there, and nd 

| by yaur too great. fondnek 


make them long'to be at home, an - 


grow weary and uneaſie at School. 4A 
great many indiſcreet Parents run 
their Children by immoderate kind- 
neſs ; they. cannot endure that they 
ſhould be out of their ſight one day, 
They are afraid, leſt they that teach 
them ſhould correQ them, and there- 
fore they give them a ſtrict charge not 
to do it; and if they do it never fo 
Cently and diſcreetly, without more 
ado they remove their Children from 
them, and diſcharge their Paſſion a- 

| ,  gainſk 


Icre' 


bey: 
by | 
ther 


Advice: to Parents. 57 
ea Rainlt them as the greateſt Tyrants in 


She World. 
7 ”Tis true, ſome, who have the 


School-Maſters, Parents ought, if it 
be poſlible, to avoid ſending of their 
Children unto them. But when once 
17, they have made choice of thoſe, whe. 
nf. are not only Pious, but Wiſe and 
o Diſcreet Perſons, who are skilful in the 
4 Way of Teaching, and are of a calm 
ir and mild Spirit; they ought to be ſo 
4 far from reſtraining them, that they 
;; Jhould rather encourage them to cor- 
; Ted them whenever there is any neceſ- 
' ſity for it. And if, at any time, their 
- Children complain to them of their ha- 
, Ying been Corrected, they ought to. 
let them know, that they are very 
well pleaſed that they have been cor- 
rected for their Faults,. and that they 
will thank their School-Maſter for ha- 
ving done ſo. Unleſs ſuch: a Power 
as this be . given to thoſe who teach 
Children, there is no great probabi- 

| Ds lity 
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lity of their doing much good to th_; 
far greateſt part of them : For, as & 
lomon fays, Prov. 22. 15. Fooliſhneſs: * 
bound in the Heart of a Child, and ther; © 


fore there is need of the Rnd of Cy 
redtion to drive it far from him. T| 
but too manifeſt, that Children wh 
know their Parents Fondneſs, prove mw 
ruly and untractable, and do general) 
become very wicked and naughty 
When once they find themſelves : 
Liberty, and ſce that they are in 1 
great danger of being curb'd and n 
ftrai?d, they are apt to follow th 
Biaſs of thcir corrupt Inclination: 
And then it often cometh to pai 
what is ſaid by the Wiſe Man, Prov. 2; 
t5.. A Child teft to himſelf bringeth ki 
Afother to ſhame. The Mother only 
mentioned, becantfe ordinarily, fhe ! 
more apt to exceed juſt Bounds in ht 
Indulgence, and  confequently has | 
great Hand in ſpoiling her Child : An 
befides, when her Child brings hurt an 
diſgrace upon himſelf, by his wicks 
and fooliſh Courſes, fhe ufeth to b 
more dceply affected therewith, throug) 
the tenderneſs of her nature, and 1 
ffkreneth and violence of her Aﬀeti 
on and Patlion. - 
| Nov 


Advice to Parents. 59 


:. Now;'to ftir up Parents'to take care 


their Cliddren- be taught to read, ' at 


Icaſt : the Holy Bible; Tet thei con» 
ſider, that this Sacred Book will inſtruct 
them in the Art of being happy ; how 
to be ſaved; howto obtain a Crown of 
Glory 3 how to purchaſe an _—_ 
Subſtance, /a Pearl of ' great price, an 
a Kingdom which 'eannot 'be' thaken : 
It will teach them tree WHdom ; how 
to avoid Sin, and to eſcape Danger ; 
how to. refilt the Devil, to ſtand a- 
gainſt his Wiles,” to quench his fiery 
Darts; how to overcome the World, 
and to mortifie the Fleſh with its Af- 
tetrons and Lufts; how to ſubdue 
their natural Corruption, and to con- 
quer all their wicked Habits and Cu- 
{toms ; how to redeem the time ; how 
to carry themſelves as they ought to 
do in their ſeveral Capacities and Re- 
lations, wherein God hath placed them 
in the World ; how to enjoy ſatisfaQi- 
on and contentment in every ſtate 
and condition of Life; How to. uſe 
aright the things of this World ; how 
to improve Proſperity, and. how to 
reap advantage from Adverſity; how 
to. dwell at eaſe, and to enjoy real 
Peace and Comfort amidft the greateſt 
| | Vexations 
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Vexations and Confuſions that can hap + der 
pen. : All theſe things the Holy Scrip / the 


tures will: teach both you and them, - 


if they are read as they ought. to be, 
to wit, with a ſerious and humbl: 
mind, with an earneſt deſire to knoy 
the Will,of God, and with a firm and 
fncere Reſolutiont todo it. ; And there 
fore, - how. careful onght-you ;to' be, in 
ſo conliderable a part of your duty tv- 
wards your Children ? If your - condi- 
tion. in the World is ſuch, as difa- 
bles you from doing, mich for them 


as to. their outward -Eſtate,” yet if- you 
do this, ,it may, prove - (unleſs it be 


their own fault) of unſpeakable advan- 
tage to them, and, in ſome ſenſe, bet- 
ter than a great *Portion, or than a 
zainful Trade, as may appear from 
what has been ſaid. 

When once they can read tollera- 
bly well in the Holy Bible, be careful 
that they do it more or leſs every day: 
See that they do it with great Reve- 
rence, as being the Ward of God: 
Cauſe them to conſider who tit is that 
{pcaketh to them therein;z and what it 
1s that he commands, promiſes, or 
threatens; diret them at firſt to read 
fuch places, as arc moſt calie to _ 
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- derſtood,  and\which are'apt.to make 
- the deepeſt Impreſſions : After ithey 
” have read, fee-what they remember ; 


cauſe them to tell you what they can 
call to mind : Explain to them fo far 
as you are able, what they do' not. 
know 3 eſpecially in fuch things as are 
molt uſeful: to make them wiſer and 
better. + Appoint them now and then a 
verſe or two, to get by heart; cauſe 
them to repeat them with due Gravity ; 
let them not do it in a-trifling-manner, 
as if they weretelling aſilly Story.” : Do 
not appoint them too! many- things to. 
be! got'by heart; for this wit do more 
hurt than good: A few things well un- 
derſtood do-better than a great many 
by rote; v 507 G1 Si 4, 
Be careful leſt they read *' 
_ Books which tend''to-' ba norm nap 
poyſon their minds, to fill 987 Fo Be 74: 
them with falſe Opinions,  _—_ 
or to lead them to had pra- 
ices: Their tender minds are apt very 
quickly to be corrupted by ſuch Trea- 
tiſes, ' Even they who are 'of 'a more 
fixed and fohd Virtue, are in danger 
of receiving hurt by reading ſuch 
Books ; eſpecially when they are writ 
with great Art, and- when their Noti- 
| ONS 
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ons are repreſented/in-' fait. -and Beanti- 
ful Colours ; They are:apt to. impreſs 
on the Fancy ſome Images of no good 
conſequence to the Soul : How great 
need therefore have Parents to reſtrain 
their Children from reading ſuch Books 
as tend to pollute their 4nnocent . and 
chaſte minds, which are capable of re- 
ceiving any ſort of impreſſions either 
good or bad ? 

As for Books of Devotion ; great 
care is to be taken, that only ſach be 
put. into their hands as are writ in a 
plain and eafie ſtyle ; whiclk treat of 
things fit and needful to be known by 
them 3 and which are moſt likely to 
make them Wiſe and Good. They are 
to be accuſtomed to the Writings of 
thoſe who are Men of greateſ Mode- 
ration 5 who do not inipoſe : their own 
conceits, as neceſſary Rules of Devo- 
tion ; who do not require ſach things 
as abſolutely needful to be done, which 
God hath. not declared to be fo; nor 
yet who ſhorten the Rule, by ny 
aff ſuch things as God hath injoyned 
us - All Books which lead Men to ex- 
treams, are carefully to be avaided ; 
and ſuch Treatiſes are to be made uſe 
of, as contain the plain and neceſſary 
. Doqrines 
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Doarines of Chriſtianity 3 which tend 
to inſpire Men with the Sptrit of Purity, 
of Truth, of Peace and Love; which 
promote Sincerity, Juſtice, Tempe= 
rance, Charity, Meeknefs, Humility, 
Patience, Reſignation to the Will of 
God in all things, Zeal for his Honour 
and Glory, a firm Belief and Truſt in 
him, &c. | | 

When it 1s requiſite to acquaint them 
with the different Opinions amongſt 
Proteſtants, that their minds may not 

e unfixed and unſettled, when they go 
abroad into the World ; be ſure not to 
put into their hands ſuch Tracts as are 
writ with a fery uncharitable Spirit, 
and in a Dogmatick and Magiſterial 
manner ; but ſuch as are writ with 
great Temper and Moderation ; which 
tend to heal the Church of all Conten« 
tions and Diviſtons, ant not to kindle 
and increaſe them 3 which do not load 
Mens Opinions with unjuſt, extrava- 
zant, and implous conſequences, which 
never eatred into the minds of thoſe 
who vouched them ; but fuch as make 
fair and favourable Conſtructions, and 
juſt allowances. Such Treaties are chief- 
ly to be choſen for them, which dif- 
poſe Men to be humble and modeſt ; 

| not 
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not to be ſtiff and pertinacious in their b: 
own private Sentiments z not raſhly : 
and ſeverely to condemn others who © 


have different thoughts; and never on 
the account of any ſuch particular O- 
Pinions to break the Peace of Chriſtian 
Society ; nor to grow more cold in 
their: reſpe&t and affe&tion towards 
thoſe who have not the ſame thoughts 
with themſelves in leſſer matters, 
They are, as it were, to feed upon 
Books of this ſort, and carefully to 
digeſt them. - 


6. Duty, to bring them to the place 
of publick Worſhip ſo ſoon as they 
are fit for it. 


Sixthly, You are to bring them to 
the place of publick Worſhip ſo ſoon 
as they are fit for it, that they may 
have the benefit of the Prayers of 
God's People, and may learn, as they 
are capable, ſomewhat that may make 
them wiſer and better. Thus we 
find, when Joſhua read the Law be- 
fore the Congregation ; the little Ones 
are mentioned as preſent amongſt the 
Men and Women, Joſh, 8. 35. 
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it > . Teach them to pray to 
y 2 God before [they go to nog ger 
0 2 Church, and to beg of him £- "Thy on 
MN ** that he would fit them and 7, church. 
ajiſt them, to joyn in the 
n  publick Worſhip with unfeigned De- 
1 yotion, and to hear the Word in a 
S right manner. Teach them alſo to 
5 pray for all thoſe whom God employs 
 * » to Preach his Word, and: particularly 
ln for his Servant whom they are to hear ; oy 
9 that. he 'would SanQtifie him, and di- 
ret and enable him to teach others 
the true way to Life and Bleſſedneſs. 
* _ . And as yon ought to dire&t them 
what to do before they. go.to Church, 
ſo.you muſt take heed [!how: they car- 
ry themſelves in the Houſe of God, 
that it be with all poſſible ſilence and 
reverence; and that they perform their 
publick Devotions in a decent manner. 
E See that they do- not _ 
pend their time in gazing ney 
upon others, in obſerving - = 
their Dreſles and Modes, gyrch. © 
' _ their looks and Geſtures; ' 
' Nor yet in bowing} and making Coprte- 
' hes tg every body of their: Acquaintance 
they; happen: toiſee- in the-midlt of: their” 
Prayers, Though this be too common 
a 
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Word of God may profit them, Shew 
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a Practice, yet it ought carefully to be 
avoided, as unſuitable to that ſeriouf- 
neſs, that fear and Reverence, that 
Fervency and Devotion, which true da 
Worſhippers . of God ought to be | ge 
poſleſſed with, when in the moſt So- as 
lemn manner they are, or ought to be Gre 
employed, either in paying their Ho- lec 
mage to the King of Heaven and Earth, th 
their Lord, ther Maker, and Saviour; ab 
or in;hearing the Meſſage that is deli- it, 
vered in his Name, by his Amballa- 
dors. . 
When they come from 
voto Church, fee what they re- 
when: they member. if they have got 
come qt any thing by heart, encou- 
Church. rage them : If they remem- 
ber nothing, you may tell them ſome- 
what or other of the Sermon which is 
kt for them to learn. Ts 
Stir them up ſo ſoon as their Years 
are-fit for it, to meditate more or lefs 
on what they have heard, that fo the 


them, that as their Food cannot nouriſh 

them, if their Stomach do not concodt 

and digeſt what they. Eat and Drink, fo L 

neither. will the Word of God nouriſh, 

quicken, and ftrengthen their _—_ 8 2; 
they 
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| they do not, by ſerious Meditation, di- 


geſt what they read and hear. 
Endeavour by their conſtant atten- 
dance on the publick Worſhip, to be- 
ger in them a mighty regard thereto, 
as being one great means appointed of 
God to increaſe in them true Know- 
ledge and Piety. Let them not ſpend 
the reſt of the Lords Day in rambling 
about ; but, ſo far as their Age can bear 
it, let them be imployed uſctully. 
Shew them why they ſhould 
obſerve this Day, to wit, be- Wy the 
cauſe on it Our Blefſed Lord —— 
Jeſus Chriſt, roſe from the keve, 
Grave, Trinmphed overDeath, 
and finiſhed the work of Our Re- 
demption. As He was delivered: (and 
died) for our Offences, ſo He was raiſed 
again for our juſtification. Rom, 4. 25. 
To us the Lord*s Day, faith One of the 
Ancients, * ts therefore ve- YES” 
Amby, de 


in 4 Solemn manner, be- ;, 

cauſe thereon Our Saviour, 

as the riſing Sun, having diſpelled the 

darkneſs of Death, ſhone forth by the 

Light of His Reſurrection. 
*T'will not be unfit, to acquaint them: 

with ſome inſtances of God?s righte- 

ous 


; /a ble, and to be obſerved Poo)” 


68 Advice to Parents. 
ous and dreadful judgments, againſt 


prophaners of this Day ; and particu 
larly, how a great many, who have# 


come to an. untimely End, confeſſed 
and acknowledged, before their Death, 7 


rg or 


that their ſlighting and profaneing this - 
Day, made way for all thoſe Villanies, © - 


and Impieties, which .at laſt brought 
God's heavy Judgments upon them. 
5M _ - That your Children may 
_ Pup attend the publick devoti- 
with agreat re- Ons of the Church, and 
gerd for the Mi- the preaching of the Go- 
w_ of the ſpel, with greater profit 
_ ' and advantage z tis neceſ- 


fary that . you endeavour to poſlek 


them with: a great regard, for thoſe 
whom'God employs in ſo Holy a Ser- 
vice, that they may effeem them wery 
highly in Love fur their Works ſake, 
1 Theſ. 5. 13. When the Perſons em- 
ployed inDivine Miniſtrattons are loved 
and'eſteemed, their Dodrine 1s apt to 
make the greater Impreſſion, and to be 
the more ſucceſsful : Whereas, if People 
are prejudic*d againſt them, tho? never 
ſo. unjuſtly, what they ſay will be 
ſlighted, or very little regarded for 
moſt part, even tho? what is ſpoken 


be moſt excellent in it ſelf, and ex- . 


prelled 
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preſſed in ſuch a manner, 'as might- 0- 
& therwiſe very much affect and excite 
= the dulleſt Hearers. The Truth-of 
Z this, did not only appear in the Holy 
, #2 Prophets, but in our moſt Bleſſed Ma- 
” ſter Himſelf, who, tho? He ſpake as 
never Man ſpake, yet what He faid was 
+ but very little regarded by moſt part 
of the Jews, and ev/n by his own 
Brethren and Kinſmen, who were poſ- 
ſeſgd with moſt unjuſt and groundleſs 
1 prejudices againſt him. The Conſide- 
ration of this, ought to make you 
+ Careful, to heget in your Children a 
+ due Senſe of the Dignity and Excel- 
. -  lency of the Paſtoral Office, and like- 
, _ wiſea juſt value for the Perſons them- 
ſelves, whom God makes uſe of to 
} Miniſter unto Him in Holy Things, 
' _ whom He calls to be the Guides of 
. Souls and Stewards of the Myſteries of 
God. 
| It Men have a great Reſpe& for 
, Miniſters of State, and for the Ambaſ- 
,  fadors of Earthly Princes, who are 
employ'd to manage the Concerns of 
the Kingdoms or Principalities of this 
World ; fhall they account the Mini- 
ſters and Ambaſſadors of Jeſus Chriſt, 
unworthy of the leaſt regard and e- 
{teem ? 
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ſteem ? Whom the King of Kings an 4 
Lord of Lords, hath choſen out | ; 
the reſt of Mankind, and whom K 


hath ſet apart for His own immediat; 
Service, to publiſh His Will, and ty 
offer Lite and Salvation to the Sons 
Men, to reſcue them from their evi 
Courſes, to direct them what the 
muſt do to be ſaved, and to ſhey 


them, not only by their Doctrine but + 
Example, the way wherein they ough © 


to £0. 

And tho? ſome of thoſe who ar 
of this ſacred Employment, are fa 
from being what they ſhould, yet ya 
muſt be careful what you fay concern 
ing them before your Children ; you 
dught to keep from their Knowledge, 
ſach faults and blemiſhes as are not 
obvious and notorious. Beware « 
taking occaſion of reproaching them, 
and thinking meanly of them, for their 
Infirmities. And when their miſcarri- 
ages are very heinous and ſuch as car- 
not be concealed, you ought to take 
care, not to aggravate them or make 
them worſe, but to ſpeak of them i, 
as your Children may fee, you are on- 


Ip Enemies to their Vices, and not to 


their Perſons or Holy Office. 


That 
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2 


2o 


# b 


Advice to Parents, 71 


That you may fortifie your Children 
againſt the danger they are in from 


te I ſuch ſad Examples, ſhew them, ' that - 


als # our Holy Religion is not the worſe, 
ti + hecauſe ſome of thoſe who are Mini- 


of 
vi 
K] 
en 
but 
zh 


* ſters do not live ſuitably to their Call- 
ing and Profefſion; that it is Men (the 


beſt of whom are ImperfeCt and Sinful, 


and ſubject to the like Paſſions with- 0- 
* thers) and not Angels, who are put by 
” God in the Office of the Miniſtry : 
+ Fhat amongſt the twelve Apoſttes of 
- aur Btefled Maſter and Saviour, one of 
© themv was a Thief and a Traitor ; that 


the Holy Doctrine which ſuch Perſons 
Preach, is not in it felf the lefs excel- 


' lent, and -worthy of acceptation, be- 


cauſe it is delivered by thoſe who do 
not” live as they Preach ; that there 
were' many fuch Teachers in the days 
of our Saviour, and yet he forhad not 


* the Fews to hear them, only he: gave 


them a caution to beware of their M 
Example. The Scribes and Phariſees, 
fays he, Mat. 23. 2, 3. fit m Avfes 
Seat, and. therefore whatevey they bid you 
obſerve, that obſerve and do ;, but do not 
ye after their Viforhs, for they ſay, and 
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.., 4 thought ir. ſo-much-the -more! ne. 4 
ceſlary to ſuggelt this. DireCtion, be 
cauſe *tis-: none of the leaſt Sins of thi. 
Age and Kingdom, that too many ar | 
very apt to deſpiſe and ſpeak ill Wi 
the Miniſters.of Jeſus Chriſt ; to liſta Ve 
to all Reports which are to their dif Mc 
advantage, to believe them too reads ® 
ly, and to repeat them in all Comps» the 
nies, and even before their Children wr 
with a great deal of pleaſure. Ant 
there: want not thoſe who have a ver Wf 
fruitful Invention on this Subje&, wh #9 
contrive a, great many Stories, to be To 
ſpatter them, and to leſſen and de #: 
F their Reputation 3 whereby the © 
too ſucceſsfully promote the Kingdon 7 
of Satan, and ſhew themſelves to b : 
his Miniſters. When once the gre * 
Enemy of Souls has gain'd this point, * *< 
to make the Perſons of Miniſters con #al 
temptible, *twill be no hard matter for £o' 
him to make Men undervalue and de. ty 1 
ſpiſe the very Office it ſelf : And wha fol 
can be the conſequence of this, but the - 

riſe and growth of Hereſies, of Fadi- FX 

ons, and Schiſms, of Atheiſin and lr- flct 
religion, and of all that can be thought fol 
of, that is any way diſhonourable to 

God, and deſtructive to the Souls of an 

Men 
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Sen ? Of all which there are-but too 


be Thany (ad Tiſtances at this day, which 
thy He a moſt certain Evidence of the 
are Sreat decay of real Piety and Chrifti- 


Mmity, and that there is but very lit- 
ſta Ye of true Religion to be found a- 
dil Monegſt us. 
ad 3 And asthis ſo common Contempt of 
nope She Clergy is a ſign of the great Wick- 
ren Wneſs of the Age, ſo it is a Preſage of 
And Heavy Judgments. When the Meſſengers 
er Wf God were mocked,and his words deſpiſed, 
who #:d his Prophets abuſed, the Wrath of the 
be Tord aroſe againſt hs People, till there 
de a5 10 Remedy, 2 Chron. 36.16, 
hey © 
wm T Duty, to mike them underſtand thery 
be Baptiſmal Covenant. 


ex? 

nt * Seventhly,, Do all that you can_to 
on- Make them underſtand their Baptiſmal 
for Covenant; and if there be opportuni- 
le. & to own and renew it publickly anit 
wat folemnty, fail not to encourage their 
he Foing it, It's of peat Importance for 
4. them, to make a'Solemn 'Profeſſion of 
x fhicir Faith, and -to declare their Re- 
kt folution of -performing their Baptjſmat 
to Promiſe: It is of great advantage to 
of Fhem, - at ſuch an occaſion, to have 
27 | the 
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' 


the Prayers of the Church, and pa. 
ticularly of thoſe, who are appoints Þ! 
of God, to bleſs the People. It i”. 
true, the great abuſes which have beet ** 
committed in the performance of thi; i 
Ancient Ceremony, have made man | W' 
People to flight and neglett it ; butt if 
Confirmation were performed with tha 
care and ſeriouſneſs, which ought toy © 
uſed on ſuch an occaſion, it is a Cy *! 
ſtom which might be of marvellous k ® 
nefit in the Church ; both to ſtir y Sh 
Parents to inſtru& their Children, an % 
Miniſters to Chatechiſe them, and a: 
quaint them with thoſe things that an” *' 
needful for them to know, to belier; Q& 
and to do. 'The careful and Religion Þ! 
nſe of it, would tie Children mor 
ſtrily to mind the great concerns «  P! 
their Souls ; it would afforxd- them or: 
caſion to conſider what it is to han: Þ« 
been Baptiſed, and to be a Chriſtian; 
It would work in them a more Power. 
ful Senſe of the Obligations of Chriſti lo 
anity ; and make them more careful ti! # 
live up to that Holy Religion, whered: fe 
they made ſo publick a Profeſſion : I! 
would make them more afraid to do ** 
bad things, againſt which they had pro #® 
teſted ſo ſolemnly. And not only wn 7 
| ut. 


Þ 
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i but ſhame in this cafe, would reſtrain 


.- them from doing wickedly,. [This 


# would be to;young People-a ;great de- 
.- fence againſt Temptations : Bad Men 
' would not-ſo 'boldly ask them to 1in, 


if they knew they had openly and So- 
lemnly difowned and rengunced them, 
and all their wicked Courſes ; and if 
they were tempted, . they -would be 
more apt; to ſay-in, their 'own -minds, 
Shall we do ſuch wicked things, and 


- run the hazard of being Covenant- 
' breakers, and Perjured. Perſons ? Shall 


we commit. ſuch; Villanies, and: pra- 
Aice' ſuch Abominations, and thereby 
break our Solemn Vow and - Engage- 
ment? Shall we by our Folly and - Im- 
piety give occaſion of Offence and 
Scandal to the Church of Chriſt, which 
he hath purchaſed with his Blood ?_ Shall 


-- we renounce the Captain of - our Satva- 


tion, and prove Deſerters, who have 
ſo lately vowed to renounce. the Devil 
and all bis Works ? What a mighty / de- 


ect. fence would ;this be to your, Children, 
. 1 when Aſlaulted. by. the, fiery . Darts of 


the Devil, ; the Vanities of the World 


' and the Luſts of their own Deccirtul 


Hearts? to conſider, that by their own 
atual Conſent, they have renounced all 
E 2 thele, 
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theſe, - and ”=_ up themſelves inty } 
of 'God, to 'be kept by hs! 


the Hands 
Mrghty Power, through Farth unts 
Salvation 5; They have Vowed, and 
they ought to perform 'it, to keep hi 
Righteous Judgments. 

Theſe things being Kmpartrally con- 
Rdered,: fronHd Mmightity ' excite Parents 
to ſee that their Children <do 'openl 
and Solemnly -prefeR (their Faith i 
Chriſt Cructhed; their Reſolution 


Obey him, to Serve him, and Love. 
him, to geht ander/his Banner, :againk 


Stn, the Devil, 'and the Wer, and 
confinuethis Farthfel 'Soufdiers and Ser- 
vants into their Hyes end. Is not thk 
your TIOy, that your Children art 
Chriſfans? And -do you think it 
a Shatne-or Diſhonenr for you or them, 
if they make a Solemm Profeſſion 6 
their Chrttianity; that they avon 
their ReHgion, and will by Go@s heh 
make good the Promiſe which was 
made. in their Name in Baptifm ? Of 
{o preat- Importance 1s - this Cuſtom, 
that / the greateſt 'Men amongſt the Re- 
foriners did Highly commend it, and 
aid carneſHy wiſh that'it might be Te- 


Kored as a thing of great vfe 40- 


©QAz 
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Aduice te Parents, Z7 


_ wards. the reviving the true. Spirit of 
* Chriſkianify, 


g. D Ak 1a» E8ron7 age then t& con #0: 
NOR the Lord's Falle. 


Zightly, When. they, are. fit for it, 
you ſhould encourage then to, came to; 
the Table.af the Lord, that they may; 
he ſtrengthened in ther 'molh Holy 
Faith, aud further affured. of tha Love. 
of God ; that they may make a publick 
Profelion af thei Chriſtianity, of their 
of their. Charity to..a; Men, and of 
their ſincere. Aﬀecting to.thoſe who are 
Chriſs Members and, Followers : They 
ought to make uſe of this Holy Sacra- 
ment, that their Love 40 their dearclt 
Lord and. Saviour may be kindled and 
enfiamed, by remembrng Is Loye, 
and fhewing forth bis Death ; thas 
they may bind themiclyes more ſtriftly 
to Serve and Qbey him, and to fulfil 
their Baptiſmal Engagement, _ 

How glad ſhould Parents be to ſee 
their Children advanced. to this Ho- 
nour, 'to eat ang drink - as their Loxg's 
Table, to partake of fo great a Te- 
ſtimony of his Kindneſs and Friegdſhip? 

| E. 3 How 
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78 Advite #6 Parents. | 

How earneſtly ſhould they encourage 
them to embrace this opportunity, of 
renewing their Covenant with the Lond, 
to live and to die his Faithful Servants? 


Do you not defire to have them ſaved, 


to have them delivered from their Luſts 


3 's. 
FEM 
Peg: 


Fa 
Bucs, 


1 


2OUT . 
pal 


45 


and Pailions, their Pride and Vanity, 


their Bitterneſs and Wrath, their Ma- 
tice and Envy, and from all manner of 
Sin and Folly ? -To be made*pure and 
clean in Heart and'Life; to be made 
meet for that Holy Place, where no 
unclean. thing can enter ? Do you not 


defire that their 'Sins' may be blotted | 


out,” that-they may'be wafhed*with the 


Blood- of their” Saviour ? Arid yet do. 


you not adviſe and entreat them, for 
their Souls Health and Safety, to come 


to the Holy Communion ? which is de- 
figned as ameans for theſe excellent and ' 


great Ends and Purpoſes, to as many as 


are qualified-- according to the- Terms 


of the-Goſpel, that is, who unfeign- 
edly repent of their Sins, and believe 
in the Lord Jeſus with all their Heart, 
But, alas! how far are too many Pa- 
rents from:doing this for their Chil- 
dren ? How many do either wholly, or 
for the moſt part; negle&t and flight 


this Holy Ordinance themſelves, as if | 
our ; 
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=our Lord had without any juſt or neceſ- 
"fry ground appointed it ? How can- 
Z{uch Perſons expe the precious Fruits 


of the Death of Chriſt, who will not 
remember his Death, when he fo lo- 


- vingly and kindly calls and invites 


them to do it ? Do this, ſays he, in re- 
membrance of me, 

What a great Argument 1s it; of a 
wonderful decay of true Piety and Re- 
ligion in the World, when Men do' 
thus deſpiſe and ſet at naught the kind- 
neſs of their Lord and Saviour ? When' 
they refuſe to do a thing, ſo: juſt and 
reaſonable, and ſo eafſie as this is; 
which tends ſo much to his Glory, and 
their own true Happineſs and Welfare; * 


both here and hereafter. 


9%, Duty, to take care that they ac-- 


cuſtom themſelves to Self -Examina- 
£100, 


Ninthly, When they are fit for it, 
ſee that they accuſtom themſelves to 
Self-Examination, that they ſpend a 
few Moments every Night (if another 
time of the Day be not more conveni-- 
ent for them to do it in,) in calling 


. themſelves to an account ; that they 


E 4 may 
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may ſee. what good or what evil thy;: yo 

have done ; that they may give Praik mn 
and, Thanks: unto God for any thin” c 
they have done, whicl was good an. 
71ght ; and that they may confeſs they 
Sins and Follies, begging his Gracioy, |, 
Pardon, and renewing their Purpols 
and Reſolutions to do better for the 
time to- come, 

But: beſides theſe daily ſhort Review 
of their Heart and Life, *cis- fit to cal 
wpoit them, when they ave welt advay 
ced iy Years, to/a more {trick arid % 
lemn Examination of themſelves; ty 
Prayer and: Faſting, as their Age and. 
Strength car; bear it. This may be 
done at firſt once a. Month, or once it 
two Months, or once a Quarter at leaſt; 
but after ſome time, it may be done. 
oftner,, accordmg as your neceſſary 
Affairs arid your Circomiftances in the 
World will permit. They who are 
Great and Rich, ought ſo much the 
more frequently, to call upon their 
Children to: thoſe private extraords 
nary Excrcifes of- Devotion, becante 
their outward Eftate iy vbe Workd dors, 
ordinaxily, afbord them enough of true 
and teiſure for ſuch Performances, it 
they will but redeem it from _— } 

£7 ang *: 
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As to their Abſtinence from Food an 
: ſuch days, there's no Role can Ac ven 
to ſerve all Perſons; if they ca one 
Mei or. two-it is- welt; if nor, then 


they may eat leſs at a time, and of fich 


as are teK apt to be a hinderance 
to:their Devation : That is to be done 
that ſerves moſt to-render then fit for 
Prayer and Meditation. 

[t will veconvenient;i in order to thei 
doing this to good: pY ſe; to be 
rece$toamethod, that their thouptis 
may not. wander and be unfixed + For 
which end, it wilt be of good ufe, © 
have the direction of their Miniſter, It 
he be'a diſcreet and good mall or of 
ſome other pradent ferjops Chriſtian 

Friend: 'Or* you - may recommend 40 
them ſome plain and eaſie ſhort Trea- 
tife on this SubjeQ, fachas you ſhall figd 
written diſcreetly with due woderauon | 
of Sparit, - 

There is not any one method can be 
preſcrided. for! all Perſons, nor kit for 
all times : But in general, upon {ach 
days, R's fit for to begin WARN 
= er to. God, humbly. be the | 

Aiſance 4 DireRtion'; _ 7h 
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be thereby led to Repentance. £ 
They may next. enquire  particularh 
and ſtrictly into their ways and doings, 
which they may do,: by conſidering wha 
have beentheir Thoyghts, their Work 
and Deeds ; each of which they are ti 
examine according to the Rule of God 
Ward :. Or,. (which comes-to the ſam: 
whing) they, may. go over the Con 
mandments, . and. ſee wherein they han: 
broken any of them : Wherein they finl 
themſelves Guilty; . they -are with un- 
feigned Sorrow and inward Contrition, 


to confeſs it, to.mourn: for it,. and ear- 


neſtly to beg Forgiveneſs of God ; re 
Slving with full purpoſe. of :Heart, to 
do ſo no more ; but to ceaſe from Evil, 
and to learn to do well.- They are t 
conſider what Temptations they. art 
moſt in danger of ; that they: may + 


yoid them : They are alſo to conſider 


4.3L 
ara 
LE 


ke, would open their Eyes, to- ſee their! 
Sin and Folly, and ta diſcover his Mer.” 
cy and Kindneſs, his long Suffering'an 
Patience towards them, that they ma 


what courſe they muſt take, and what - | 


Chriſtian methods they muſt uſe, to 0- 
vercome their Evil Inclinations and 
Fooliſh and bad Cuftoms;and they are to 
reſolveto goyernthemſelyes according- 


4 > 4 Iy;\ 


= S 


ord; 
e to 


[= 


I3S=gSESSE2 85 


I Þ 


SS —_— 
FF 


we "35: S © IT WV 


Advice:to Parents. 83 


- ly ; and ſincerely to endeavour to go 
= on unto Perfection. 


After this, they may refle& on the. 


”- kind Providences they have met with 3 


that their Souls may be filled with a 
grateful Senſe thereof ; that they may 
return all Praiſe and Thanks to God 
for his Mercy and Love; and may he 
excited for the time to come, to truſt 
more firmly in him, and to depend up- 
on him, | 

They may . particularly confider, , 
wherein God hath been pleaſed to an- 
ſwer their Prayers, and to grant them 
the good things they have. asked of. 
him- for their Souls and Bodies, for 
themſelves or for others ; that their 
Piety and Love to God may be theres 
by the more-kindled, and their Devo-: . 
tion excited; that their Faith and Hope 
may be made more. ſtrong and lives 


ly. 
They may take notice likewiſe of 
the . Corrections : and . Chaſtiſements, 


.wherewith God. hath thought fit to: 


exerciſe them 5 that thereby. they - 
may be awakened from Sin, and ' made 
wiſer and better for the tine to come. 
It will be very uſeful for. them to : 
have a Note in Writing of thoſe vari- 
Ons - 
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ous particulars; that they may on ſich. 


Foy 
WE: 
- 


days review them, and with the more 


eaſe make ſuch Refle&tions or: them, a 
tend to their Improvement . in red 


Piety. 

Beſides theſe Ads of Devotion, 
which concern themſelves immediate- 
ty ; it will be fit on ſuch days to make 
exrneſt and hearty Prayers to God for 
all Mankind ; For the Converſton of 
Tews, Turks, and Pagans , For the Re 
—qows L ore | eee Frags 
that are cotrapted with Superftitron 
Idolatry; For Union amongſt thoſe that 
re divided in their Opinions about lef- 
fer matters ; For defrrerance to theſ 
who my peroey for Righteonſnek 
fike z and for theſe Lands, Tthar God 
may imfpite us with a i, an of Peace, 
of Love, and of true Ptety;) For ott 
King and Queen ; For alt and 
Magultrates ; For all the Miniſters: of 


the Goſpel ; For aff their Friends and | 


Refations ; For alt their Enetnies ; and 
for all who deſfre ther Priyers, 6 
whom it is not mmfit to keep a part!- 
catar Note in Writing, that this Chri- 


ftizn Office may be performed towards 
cult 2 6 and Kind- 


They | 
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Atbvice to Parents. 8; 
They are next to conſider, what may 
be done by them for the Honour of God 
and the good of . Men; and are to re- 
ſolve to do ſome Ada or other of Pliety 
or Charity, . which may be of reat Ad- 
vantage ts Mens Souls or Bodies. 

One thing more '1 ſhall 'mention, 
which may be very uſeful on fuch days; 
and that is, That they conſider what 
are the things wherein they deſire more 
earneſtly the Divine Afiftance and Di- 
reftion; which they may write down di- 
ſtinMly, that they may renew'therr Pett- 
tions therein every day. And thereafter, 
eſpecially on fach Days as they appoint 
for more Solemn Refleftion and Humi- 
liation,they may confider what Anfwers 
God has been pleaſed to afford them... 

Theſe ate a few General Heads” on 
this Subjet, which may be of great ad- 
vantage, in Order to the promoting of 
true Devotion, But the deſigned brevi- 
ty of this Treatiſe does nov permit the 
enlarging upon Meth. | 


16, Duty, 


36 dviceito Parents, 


10. Duty, to obſerve what Providences : 
they meet with, and to acquaint them | 
therewith in due time, as alſo with 


ſome of the - moſt remarkable Provis- 

dences, which either they (to wit the 
. Parents) themſelves, or others bave 
, T-.. 


* Laſtly, Conſider what Providences 
they meet with, what fignal Mercies 
and Fayours their Merciful - Father be- 
fſoweth upon them ; what Dangers and 
Hazards: they have eſcaped ; wherein 
God's Kindneſs and Mighty Power has 
appeared. towards them, in preſerving 
them, and keeping them alive : Keep a 
Note thereof in Writing ; that fo when 
they come to Age, you may acquaint 
them therewith, that they may therein 
read- the loving Kindneſs and tender 


Mercies of the Lord, and his wonder- | 


ful Goodneſs and Favour towards them; 
and may be excited to be thankfi], 
and to put their Truſt and Confidence 
in him, whoſe Mercies are over all his 
Works, 

\ But, alas ! How far are moſt Parents 
from doing this ? Very few do any ſuch 


thing for themſelves ; the ago” - 
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Advice to Parents. 87 
God are renewed. to them every Morn- 
ing, they, live at, his . coſt and charge, 

he gives them richly all things to en- 
joy 3 all their good things are from him 
alone :- But how little do they conſider, 
and take notice of the Hand of God, in 
thoſe many. and great Benefits'he loads 
them with every hour and 'moment ? 
they do not refle& upon the great. and 
marvellous things that he does for them; 
they live as if they were altogether in- 
ſenſible of God's Mercies'and - loving 

Kindneſſes z. and; no wonder, it they 
take little, thought to polleſs their Chil- 
dren with any Impreſſions of that, 
whereof they have no ſenſe them- 


 frlves. 


But if Parents did, as they ought, 
acquaint their Children with God's 
Providences towards them in their In- 
fancy, and in the days of their Youth, 
when they were notſo capable themſelyes 
to refle& thereupon, it would have a 
great force upon Ingenuous minds,to.ftir 
in them Pious and Religious Diſpoſiti- 
Ons. | | | 

It would hkewiſe very. much ſerve 
this end, if Parents would often re- 
flect on God's kind Providences to 
| | them- 
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ſelves, and now and theg. yy; 
* Theywhojon talk * of them to their; Hi 
with w 12.1 Children, and acquaint = de 
publick Worſhip, ; , 
onght ro think of them fometimes with one ug 
ors A. | — or Beg care an 
062775 », kn 2 | in neſs toward: th 
Mo it, then, and fomerines wich fo 
£5 Goq. another 3 this would in. > 
we have heard ſenſibly make an Impref D 
with our Bars, fjon on tender minds, and th 
angourtamers in due time might. bring © ar 
are fecared;  5orth-gaod Fruits, .'. Sc 
unto usthe Na- Tort goou Fruits,” . .. 
ble Works rhar thou Yidſt'in rheir days, andin 10 
the old vithe before them:' See Pf-44.7,- ' H 
Shew your Children therefore, How w 
God was pleaſed fo. provide for you, W 
when you were in great neceſſity and al 
want; How he raiſed up Friends to Mm 
hetp'you, in the day of your Diſtreſs; 
How he preſerved you from Danger; al 
How he delivered you out of many © ®l 
and great Aftlictions and Troubles: © 1t 
How he comforted you in the days: of tl 
your mourning z, How he raiſed you up, ft 
when you werebrought very low; How © 
he defeated the deſigns of your malici- K 
ous Adverfaries z How he diſpoitd-a © 
_ many uneake and allliftive things, © 
vmetimes for your Temporal, and al- 1 
| ways | 


Advice fo Parents. 89 
ways for Pos Spiritual Advantage 3 
How he aſliſted and ſeconded: your en- 
deavonrs: to: ferve: him, with great and 
unexpected Succeſs ; How he rewarded 
and bleffed you, when you did thoſe 
things which were good and right be- 
fore him ; And how he puniſhed and 
chaſtened you, when you omitted yaur 


| Duty, or did and faid a bad: arid wicked 


thing ; How he heard your Prayers, 
and Granted: you the deſires: of your 
Souls ; How he prevented you with: his 
loymg Kindneſs and tender Mercy ; 
How he fatisfied! your longing, Souls 
with good things 3 And ' how he deals 
with' yon, exceeding abundantly abawe 
all that you could think or ak. Im this 
manner, according as you have met 
with particutar laftawces of the good 
and kind Providence. of God, you. 
ought, at. fome tines,, when'you find 
it moſt likety to do. good, to: tall 
thereof to your Children, that thereby 
they may be awakened to obſerve and 


_ contider the Powerful, Juſt, Wiſe, and: 


Kind Providence of God ;. and may br 
excixed, together with you, to bleſs his 
Holy Name, for bis great, bis marvel- 
lows, and undeferved Love towards 
Jon, 

You 


go Advice to Parents. 
- You ovght alſo, to diſcourſe ſome- 
times to them, concerning ſome of the 


moſt Signal Inſtances of Divine Provi- | 


dence towards others, which either you 


have obſerved your ſelves, or which - 


you have received an account of from 
Perſons of very good Authority : For 
Example, 


Shew them, how God has brought 
down proud and lofty : Perſons, when | 


their Hearts were lifted up ; How he 


covered them with Shame and Re-. 


proach, . and made them Loathſome, 
Vile, and Contemptible, almoſt to e- 


very body; And; how he raiſed up: | 
humble and lowly Perſons ; How he: | 


followed them with the Expreſfions of 


his Mercy and Love ; How he turned | 


Peoples Hearts towards them, inclining 
them to love and honour them, and to 


do them many good and kind Offices. | 


This will tend to teach your Children 
Humility, and to reſtrain them from 
Pride and Selt-conceit. 

Tell them, what has befallen many 
Paſſionate and. Impatient Men ; How 
they have run into the Pit of Deſtruai- 


on, when they gave up themſelves to 


to the Conduct of their own violent 
and unruly Paſſions; And how = 
m6 


256% 
802.7 
vF342 
#5 
b 
Þ 


Advice to Parents... gr 


y : meek and patient Ones have been di- 
- rected, alliſted, and preſerved by . the 


good Providence of. God ; And how: 
they:have:enjoyeda great deal of Peace, 


© Joy, and Happineſs, amidſt the many” 


Afﬀfictions and Troubles they met with 
m the World. This will tend to teach 
them to be meek, to reſtrain their Paſ- 
fon, and to beware of Impatience. 

Tell/them, 'How God has puniſhed: 


' thoſe who! have got Wealth and Riches! 


by falſe, unjuſt, and indirect means ; 


- How he has curſed their Eſtates, and 


ſent a -moth'into them, which has in' 
2 fhort time-inſenſfibly waſted. and con + 


* ſumed them; And how he'hath bleſſed 


the Eſtate and Subſtance of thoſe, who: 
have got their Wealth by honeſt and 
lawful means. This will tend to make 
them honeſt and ſincere in their  deal- 
ings in the World, and to hate falſe 
and crooked ways, 

Tell them, how God has puniſhed 
Curſers and Vain and Falſe Swearers, 
how the Curſe has followed them, 
how often it has happened to ſuch Per- 
ſons according; to their mad and hor- 
rid Imprecations. .- 

Tell them, how God, by very un- 
expected and ſurpriſing ways and 
means, 


oz Advice to Parents. 

means, hasdiſtovered and cut off Trai- 

tors, Murtherers, Adulterers, Thieye, 

and Robbers, Falſe: Witneſlts, &c. 
Tell them, how he: has. 


ſooner or later, im behalf of his Ser. 6: 


vants and Children ; How he has won 
derfully defended and preſerved fin- 
cere and napright Men ; How he has + 
venged Innocent” Blood ; How he ha 
defended the Widow ang Fatherlef; 
How! he has heard' the cry of the Stran- 
ger, of the Defolateand Oppreſied,,0v, 

Suck: things as thefe, bang feafons- 


bly and frequently fuggeſbed to Chib 
dren, - may; at ſame time or other, 


work upon their minds,” andcaufei them 


to take notice of the Power, Wilidom, 


Mercy, and Juſtice of God ;_ which 


they cannot do in good carneld,but they 


muſt needs bethereby ſtirred wpto fear 
lem, to love hins, to obey kim, and 
to walk in his ways. And tho thei 
things do not produce their effect at the 
very time when they are told, yet 


ſome time or other they may catch - 


hold of the minds of your Children, 
and have a very powerful and laſtmy 
Influence upon them. 


The Example of Faithful Abraban 
For | 


ought to excite you to do thele things 
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- For this end did God acquaint him with 
” what be intended to do to Sodom, be- 
- cauſe he knew that he would improve 
- all his Providences, that he would not 
' Mother them in his own Breaſt, but 


acquaint his Children and Family there- 
with, that thereby they alſo might 
learn to be wiſer and better ; that, they 
might fee the terribleneſs of the Divine 
Juſtice againſt Incorrigible Sirmers; and 
hisInfmniceCompaſſion towards thoſe who 
fear and love him;that they mightknow 
thePower and Efficacy of Prayer,and ſee 
how ready. the Lord ts 'to hear all 
thoſe who call upon'him-m earneft, 
wot only for themfietves, but alfo in be- 
hatf of others. Ad the Loyd ſaid, 
(Gen. 18; 17.) Shall T hide from Abra- 
hem that thing which T do?-and v. 19. 
for 1 know him, that he will command 
ſor inftyutZ, as the word 1s uſed fome- 
times) bis Children, - and Wins fioufhold 
after bim, and they ſhall keep the way of 


. the Lord to do Frſtice and Judgment, &Cc, 


- Suitably to 'this Example, 'we find a 
pentral Command given -to the Jews 

eut. 4. y, to. 'Tatke herd 'to' thy ſelf 
and _— Soul ' diligently, left thaw 

et things which thine Eyes bave 
feen, amd teft they ttepart from thine heart 
al 


bo the days of thy Life ; but teach then! 


purpoſe we find a Dire&tion given then 
touching the Paſlover, Ex. 13. 8. They 
ſhalt ſhew- thy Son in that day, ſaying, 
This ts done becauſe of that which ti 


Lurd did unto me, when I came forth ou © 


of Egypt, &c. And v. 14. And it ſhul 
be when thy Son asketh thee in time t 


come, ſaying, What is this ? (to wit,” 


that is ſaid about ſetting apart unto 
the Lord .the Firſt-born) That thu 


ſhalt ſay unto him, by ſtrength of Han. 
the Lord brought us out from Egypt, from 
the Houſe of Bondage. And it came to paſs 
when Pharaoh would bardly let us go, that. 


the Lord ſlew all the Firſt-born in tht 
Land of Egypt. Therefore I Sa- 


Crifice to the Lord all that openeth th 


Matrix, but all the Firſt-born of my 
Children I redeem. Likewiſe Foſh. 4. 
6, 7. ?Tis ſaid, When your Children 
'ask their Fathers in time to come, ſaying, 
What mean you by theſe Stones ? Then 
ye ſhall anſwer them, that the Waters of 
Jordan were cut off before the Ark of the 


Covenant of the Lord, when it paſſed ove © 
And theſe Stones ſhall be | 
LE = 


Jordan, 


Advice to Parents. F 
thy Sons and. thy Sons Sons : Eſpecial - 
the day -that thou ſtoodeſt. before the Lori". 
thy God. in Horeb, &c. To the ſame 
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” 4a memorial unto the Children of Iſrael 
” for ever. Sec alſo Exod. 10. 1,'2. Joel. 


= 1-23 $34. 


From all which it appears, how im- 
portant and necellary a Duty it is, 
for Parents to acquaint their Children 
with the Providences of God ;. a due 
ſenſe - whereof will; above all other 
things, tend to make them wiſe and 
good. 


Some Diretions to Parents, bow to render 
their Endeavours effeiFual. 


Now, to render your 
 Admonitions -_ = —_ p hay =o 
Endeavours efftectual, for #;: 
the good of your Children; joe ma 
Firſt, you muſt give them - 
good Example, when you bid them 
read, or pray, Or partake of the Holy 
Sacrament, or attend the publick Wor- 
ſhip, you muſt (o far as is needful and 
fit) do the ſame things your ſelves : 
When you exhort them to be humble, 
to be of a mild and gentle Temper, 
to bear patiently uneaſie things, to be 
ſober and temperate, to be Charitable 
to the Poor, to judge favourably of 
thoſe who differ from them in ſmall 
| matters, 
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.any, tho? they agree not in their Oyj. 
' Nion with them in ſome leſler points.of * 
Religion, but tolove all thoſe who fea | 
and love God, and who are Follower”... 
of Jeſus Chriſt. 1 ſay, when you di” 
ret and exhort your Children to & * 
ſuch things, you muſt joyn with your | [af 
Inſtruftions a ſuitable Example ; let it ” = 
appear to them that you your felvs 
are Humble, Mild, Patient, Sober, efwi 
Charitable, Kind, and Loving to dl * vil 
who are fincerely | Pious and Virtuous, * een 
withouc making any difference on the aj 
account of Indifferent things, 1 meal | F 
fuch things which God hath neither |* Yi 
cammanded nor forbidden. This i: Piet 
the only. way to make your Inſtrudt | Jand 
ons and Admonitions ſucceſsful, when |! 
i4n- this manner you £0 before them | 4 
P48 
your fdlves, in the way wherein you | 
Children Joorn more'by the 'Eye than | b 
by the Ear, if they ſee you do contre- 7, 1 
_ what you adviſethem;- they - will 7 As. b 


i 


be {apt ito thigk you t6 not 'believe |: 
what 5ou ſay ; or that you are very 74; 
cruel and -unmerciful towards them, to |; 
bind heavy Burdens upon 'them, and |; 
got to-touch them your felves, And Þ.: 
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v:5f you ſhould conftrain -yur. Children 
Pro do gyhat- you do-not. your ſelves ; 
of that would 1t (iznifie ? It would only * 
ear en them Hypocrites and Diſlemblers, 
"to do that which they have no Heart 
- unto, and which they are not perſwaded 
hal be their Duty. Such Children, 
when once the reſtraint and force 
't awhich i is upon them is removed, will - 
Ve * ſure to give themſelves the full 
” wing in all manner of Folly ; they 
will do thoſe things which they have 
Wb, 4een in you, and learned by your Ex- 
he 2am le. 
as But if you ſhine befors your Chil- 
© dren in the conſtant Practice of true 
” Piety, walking in the Fear of God, 
J and in Obedience to all his Holy Com- 
g \{pandments, your Example : will -pro- 
oe Religion more eſfeQually than 
\Þ Il the: Admonitions-and Inſtructions in 
| (te World. And belides, the Influ- 
{gence which your Pious Exam leis apt 
ob have on your Childrens .lives, this 
ls the iway for you .to entail. a Bleſ- 


bs Integrity, EF Gbildren | are hleſſed af- 
wer by, And Pſal. 112, 2. tis ſaid, 


.| 
| Þ 


Hs Seed ſhall be mighty upon Earth, 
1 c 


the 
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the Generation 'of ' the Upright ſtall 
Bleſſed. And Ex. 20. 6, God hath 
miſed t@ ſhew Mercy unto Thouſands 
them that love him, and keep his Cm 
manaments. - 


© CI 
24ly, Chuſe good Con + ge 
Boron pany for your ' Child ; - 
| pary for them, OO far as you have oppu.? 
| tunity and ability'to 62 y 
it,) otherwiſe, neither | your Adma.} © 
tions nor Examples wall ſignifie mudz# yi 
"Their ordinary Company, if navght2 ti, 
will pull down faſter than you are a# x, 
to build : Corrupt Nature is eat 
drawn away by the Example and A 4 
lurements of Sinners ; This is likeg? C 
ing down hill, which is cafie, conſid} a 


hers 


ing Mens natural bent ai 


angitre ups pocyination © : | When 
: 4. Self-denyaland mortifjuny 
eh our Luſts and' Paſſions, © 
more difficult, eſpecially at firſt, lis 
going up hill. When therefore ju? js 
ſee your Children falling into the ai? a 
vaintance of Vicious and Fooliſh Pe? «| 
ons; delay not to reſcue them - iron} 4 
the Snare ; to break off their Family? 
Tity, that they be not corrupted then? y 
by, and utterly ruined. We ſee hw jr 
careful People are to- keep my FF 


© 


Pl 
T 
d: 
if 
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@ dren from thoſe who have the Small 
# Pox, or any other infe&tious Diſtem« 
T per; and yet what a ſtrange madneſs 
= is it for them to truſt them to the So- 
- ciety of thoſe, whoſe Lives and Man- 
Con? ners are full of the deadly Poyſon 
ld? of Sin, which infe&s and kills the Soul. 
pp? As you ought to do all 
002 you can, to preſerve your The great Dan- 
ag Children from all = of OE _— 
muaez yicious Company, ſo par- x 
Ugh ticularly bon F Jon try _ 
© WF Endeavour to fave them 
all} from this dangerous Snare, than which 
dk? there can be nothing of more dreadful 
<©# 2 Conſequence unto them. Such vile 
0} and fervile Society will very quickly 
Hi pull down all that you have built ; 
27 They will utterly corrupt your Chik. 
£7 dren, and render their- condition de- 
2 ſperate. For when once they are un- 
2 der the power. of Flatterers, the Gate 
2 is thencetforth ſbut againſt Truth, and 
- 4/2 againſt plain and upright dealing ;whea 
= their delight is only in thoſe who praiſe 
09? and commend them in all they do or 
2 fay; when ſuch who admire them, and 
zZ who ſtudy nothing but to pleaſe them 
"= in every thing, right or wrong, are 
# their only Favourites, to be ſure they 
. | Þ 2 who 
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Who are their Beſt and Wiſeſt, an 


table unto them, 'will not be very we. 
come-or acceptable to them. 
Andbecauſe ſuch Flatterers are found 
often amongſt Servants, who in hops; 
of ferving their 'covetous or ambition, 
or perhaps other baſe and wicked 
Hgns, do make it their buſineſs, 
all ſorts of vile "Compliances, ito gait 
tne Favour and Love of the 'Childra' 
of Richer or more Honourable Per. 
fons. Therefore tis not only th 
Duty, but the Intereſt of Parent; 
ito *be very careful what Servant; 
they receive 'into their Family, ar 
"what 'Perſons they admit to ſtay i} 
their Houſe, knowing that, accord! 


to the Proverb, One Scabbed Sheep wil , 


Tnfec? the whole Flock, The Example 
the 'Pfalmiſt -ought 'to *be a Rule, 
this : matter, Pfal. 101. 6, 79, Mm: 


Eyes ſhall -be *upon 'the Faithful of th! 


Land, that they -may' well -with me : Ft 
that 'watketh 41 'a -perfet? way, be [bal 
ferve -me. 


65 
| pla 
moſt Faithful Friends, who tell then” 
the*truth, and ſpeak not ſo much wha: 
may be pleaſing as what may be prof.” 


He-that-worketh Deceit {hl - 
'r;ot «dwell within -my Houſe ; He that 7 
irtHeth Lies ſhall not *tarry : in my ju". 
"Twill 


5 


and}} place to mention what a * 
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"Twill not be unfit in this 


LO.E 


* Quinrilian 
de cauſts car- 


then!” Famous Author reports of avis Bis 


Wha. 


Yrofi.. 


wel. 


'the Ancient Romans, *T'was quenrie. 
their cuſtom to make choice 

of an Elderly Kinſwoman, of whoſe 
Probity and Diſcretion they had good 
aſſurance, to. whom they committed 
the Charge of the Children. Her byu- 
ſineſs was to keep them from hearing 
and ſeeing whatever tended to corrupt 


- their Manners ; to direct them 1n ſuch 


little Studies and Exerciſes, as were 
proper to their Years; and to ſee that 
their Recreations and Divertiſements 
were harmleſs and innocent, and that 
they were. uſed and managed modeſt- 
ly and inoffenſtvely. - "Fhis. courſe Cop- 
ncha took, ſays this Author, with her 
Sons the Graccht, Aweltz with her Son 
Cefar,*and Artia with her Sor Arp 
jtus, The Fruit and Effect of which 
Method was this, The Spirits of the 
Children being kept pure and ſincere, 
{traight and upright, they were there- 
by made the more capable. to receive 
Noble and Excellent Impreſſions, which 
way ſoever they applied their minds, 
whether to Military Arts, to the know- 


_ ledge of the Laws, or the Study of 
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Eloquence. But now (ſays he, ſpeak-[hem 
ing of the Age in which he lived) hou 
Children are entruſted to the care «| pn t| 
a Grecian Girl and to one or other | plac 
of the Servants, of moſt baſe and fer. * num 
vile Qualities, by whoſe words and ear 
ations they are quite ſpoiled and ut. and 
terly ruined. Neither are there any the 
in the Family who make account what like 
they fay or do before them : And no Ble 
wonder, ſays he, for the Parents them- ma 
iclves are fo far from training them uy , tho 
to Modeſty and Probity, that they ac-' fro 
cuitom them to Wantonneſs and extra. ha) 
vagant Liberty, by which means they ma 
grow Impudent and Impetuous, in the Mi 
purſuit of their wild and fooliſh Hy- pr 
mours and Inclinations. = Wl 
As this Rule of ctuſing | E 
Advice to good company for Children, ar 
Parents who 15 neceſſary to be followed | 8; 
ſend their -« all times, ſo eſpecially | C 
Children a- 7 PEClally 
hroad to Tra. When Parcnts fend their Uv 
vel. Children into Foreign Coun- y 
tries, when they are fit to 
| 


Fravel ; how caretul ſhoukd they be 
10t to truſt them to every body ? But 
to the Conduct of thoſe who not only | 
may be uſeful to advance them in the | 
Knowledge of the World, to - 2 
em : 
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-{themin their Journeyings, to take care 
Ived) 2hout their Lodging and Diet, to wait 
re of: on. them: £0 viſit great Men, to ſee fine 
"ther Places, curious. Fabricks, Famous Mo- 
! fer. quments, and Ancient Inſcriptions, to 
and Jearn the Language of the Country, 
| ut. and the different Modes - and Faſhions, 
any the Goverament and Policy, and ſuch 
what like But who likewiſe- (through the 
' to Bleſſing of God on their Endeavours,) 
em- may preſerve them from the Vices of 
 Þ) , thoſe Countries where they. Travel ; 
a from thoſe bad Cuſtoms to which they 
tz have a great Inclination : Who may 
ney make it their -buſineſs to ſeaſon. their 
the Minds with deeper .and- more lively im- 
u- preſſions of Virtue ; to poſleſs the 
with a mighty regard for ſuch excellent 
nz Examples as they have occaſion now 
n, and then to ſee; to Fortifie them a- 
gainſt the many wicked 'and dangerous 
ly * Opinions and Practices they meet with, 
Ir to acquaint them chiefly with the 
- wiſeſt and beſt Men, by whoſe Con- 
0 verſation they may be improved in 
e Wiſdom and Virtue ; that, they 
t may return into their own Coun- - 
'* try with their Minds furniſhed with 
uſeful Notions, with ſolid Principles, 
and wiſe Obſervations ; that they may 
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be able either in'a riibre private Way, ato 


of iti a publick capacity, to do ſome. :giſc 
what, not unworthy of thoſe' who hav: 1 
had ſuch good occaſions for improving 
themſelves in thoſe things' which ar | 


eXceMleht. 


T6 ſerve this deſign, Parents are th 
beE Gxreful of two things ; One is, That _ 
tHEtr C 


hftdren Travel under the Cons 


P of a Perfor who is wiſe nt 


prodefit,” arid is' of a ſincere and folif 


Piery : If he be ons that 58 eftfier Fook 


if, 6 Prophafit aff Athreiſticat, Wt 
Cofipdiiy fruft feeds be very harthi 


aff datip&tous ; It ry ifterly rolt 
ik Perfbis whs are mfriftedl 

& lifin, tho” thty have very good i: 
fofis, atid have been happy if 4 
Reſtions Fdiication. We ſee that 4 
ſfaight Tiwig, tied to that whithi 
ſtronger than it felt, 


the yo 


&Goked, af 
SfoWs Crooked allo. 


What an wnaccountable thing 1s it , 


to think, that Men who are careful to 
have a skilful Groom to look to their 


Horſes, ſhould be ſo. mad, as 'to-ven- 
ture their” Children (who are their | 
chiefeſt Poſſeſſion, and the principal 


Objects of their care ' and Kindneſs) 


into | 
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Wi, Gato the hands 'of thoſe who have little 


Faiſcretion, and leſs Piety ? 
The Second thing that Parents ought 
*to be careful of, in this matter, is, 
Fit That their Children do not Travel till 
they are come to ſomewhat of ſtayed- 

re th "neſs, and ſolidity of Judgment ; till 
Thit their Underſtanding and Diſcretion is 
Joh ſach, as may give ground to hope that 
af | their Travelling ſhall do them no hurt, 
olf | but good. It is none of the wifeſt 
00 parts in ſome Parents, to ſend their 
tf Children too ſoon into Foreign Conn- 
tf tries, before their Judgment is prepa- 
uf red, and made fit to make nſefu] Refi 
tf  Rions and Obſervations on the World; 
i: * defore their minds are poſſeſſed with 
't folid Principles of Virtue, and with a 
4 deep ſenfe of Religion ; fo as not to 
KF be in great danger from the tempta- 
f, tions which they are fure to meet with - 
 _ In moſt places: Before they know any 
t , thing at home, it is too ſoon to ſend . 
0 them abroad : Before they know them- 
r ſelves a little, it ts not adviſable to 
ſend them into the wide World, to, - 

" , Know a vaſt multitude of other things : 
| © Hence it too often comes to paſs, that 
| a great many return, after their "Fra- 
. wels, greater Fools than they went ; 
2 # they 
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they bring back nothing but a load)md 


Jes 


the Vices and Vanities of other Coun: 


Thirdly, Let not one: 
great fondneſs blind yoy } 


g. —_ muſt, 
ne rTEe- 
hve, re- Eyes, ſo as not to ſee th 


prove and Faultsof your Children; 
chaften thetr ror cauſe you to ſtop you 
_ > Ears againſt juſt cornplain 

Irs true, there are fon 


wicked People who love to ſow Diſcort | 


to kindle ſtrife and contention ; to 4 
vide the neareſt Relations : But all x 
not ſo very wicked ; you cannot br 
know ſome who love you and yor 
Children ſincerely; and when fi6 
Perſons tell you of their Faults, yo 
ought to do the part of. thoſe who ar 
wiſe,.as well as kind Parents ; that 
you ought to do all you can to refon 
their Faults, and make them better, 
and withal you ought to be hearti} 
thankful to thoſe who do not flatter ya 
and your Children, to the hurt boi 
of you and them. 

In order to their Reformation, tr 


firſt all gentle Methods ro make then 


better : Endeavour to conquer ther! 
with the Weapons of Kindneſs ati 
Attection 3. endeavour by Inſtruction 

and 


20 


ft! 
COU 
they 
do 11 


fol 


' Faſt 


are 
ning 
like 


Advice to Parents. r07 


Z-d Admonitions to make them ſenſible 
'of their Faults ; Uſe Promiſes and En+ 
© couragements to allure them to do what 
-/ they ought 3 if theſe gentler Methods 
* do not ſucceed, tis fit to uſe Reproof, 


to rebuke them ſharply : Reproofs of 


| ' yſtru@ion, faith Solomon, Prov. 6. 23, 


are the way of Life. When- Threat- 
nings are neceſſary, make uſe of them 
likewiſe 3 and if they do not ſerve the 
turn, then try the Rod 3 Chaſten thy 
Sin, ſays Solomon, Prov. 1G. 18. while 
there 1s bope, and let not thy Soul ſpare 


for his crying. And Ch. 13. 24. he 


faith, He that ſparcth bis.R6d, bateth his 
Son, but he that loveth him... Chaſtencth- 
hm betimes, But let this be always the 
laſt Remedy, after you have in vain 
attempted their Reformation by mildex 
and gentler Methods. And'when yon 
uſe Severity, do it with due moderati-- 
on, not exceeding the Quality of the 
Fault : Beware of uſing great Severity. 
when the Fault. is very ſinall and in- 
conſiderable, Reſpe& muſt alſo be had 
tothe Age, Temper, and Diſpoſition 
of your Children; if they are. very 
young and tender, your Corre&ion- 
muſt be the more gentle and moderate.z 
and if they are of a flexible and Inge- 
| nyons- 


x08 Atvite ty Parents. 
Favourable towards them. | 
Beware of correfing them when ya 


find your Anger very hot,. for then ya. 


are apt to do more hurt than good, 
Your Paſſion will hurry you, if yu 
reſtrain it not, into ſomewhat or other 
very wicked, as well as indiſcreet; i 
will make you do and ſay-a great mar 
things very unworthy of a Chriſtia 
Always therefore be-careful, that you 
Reaſon, and not your Paſſion, dire( 
op in {0 important a matter as this i; 
If once you fall into the rough, ſever; 
and violent Method 'of dealing with 
your Children, there are a great nazj 
Diſadvantages will attend it. 
 Firft, Yoh diſcourage your- Children, 
you break their Spirits, you make then 
unkt for any uſeful thing ; You fefmyi 
them to do ſuch things as are hurfful t 
themfelves, ahd may prove grievous to 
you. If Opprefſion makes a wiſe Man mai; 
* no wonder if a Child, or young Per- 
fon, is fadly difordered, and tmade half 


"madiby cruel and tyraniikcal aliige: Tho'it / 


be a Fault in Children to be To; yet Px | 
rents ought to be car&fulhot to provoke 
them overmuch to'wrdth, by a fevere, 
wiktercifyl carriage towards thiem, ?Tis 
| not | 


Nous Temper, you mult be the wok. 


wm 05 
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| rot theleſ important and true, becauſe 


it is a common Obſervation, to wit, 
That a tender Sprig which grows crook- 
ed, may be made ſtraight by little and 
little, if you bend it and handle it gent- 
ly ; but if you bend it with great Force 
and Violence, you may quickly break 
it. Thus it is with Children general- 
ly, who diſcover very early ſomewhat 
of crookednefs in their Nature, which 
is increaſed by evil Example z if you 
uſe mild and gentle Methods to reform 
them, temper*'d now and then, as need 
_— require, _ a _ — 

ere is s, that, by degrees, they 
will be —_ | = _—_ right 5 
but if, inſtead of this moderate courſe, 


you uſe cruel Methods, and deal rigidly 


and unmercifully with them, you can- 
not expect any other, but that their 
Spirits ſhould 'be broken or hardened, 
and fo loſe all ſenſe of Ingenuity. 
Secondly, You kindle your own Paſſi- 


ons, you diſorder your minds,and accu- 
ſtom your ſelves to a fiery Temper; you 
become fierce, barbarous, and ſavage ; 
whereby you turn one of your great 
Femporal Comforts into a grievous 
Croſs, and-heavy Burden. - 


Thirdly, 
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your Children, through your Example; 
to be of a paſſionate and violent Spi- 
rit ; and fo you do them more hurt, 
than all your Corrections and Inſtrutti- 
ons can do them good : Never think to 
cure them of their Faults, by your com- 
mitting- as bad' your ſelves : Tou muſt 
not do evil that good may come of it: 
The Wrath of Man worketh not the Righte- 
ouſneſs of God. | 
Fourthly, You "make your Children 
care leſs for your Corrections, than 0- 
therwiſe they would do: When you 
are always beating them in your Paſli- 
on, and tormenting them, they muſt 
needs think, that you do ſo, not fo 
much for any Fault they are guilty of, 


as becauſe you are very paſſionate, and 


therefore muſt give: your Paflion a vent 
one way or Other. 

If therefore you would chaſten your 
Children to good purpoſe, do it when 
your Spirits are cool, when your Rea- 
fon is at hand to dire& you, and to 
keep yon within bounds, and not when 
you have loſt your ſelves, by being 
under the Power of a violent Paſſion. 

If yon are careful to follow this 
Chriſtian Method, you may then W 


' Thirdy, You hereby likewiſe teach | p: 


ſec 
re 


| | 
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ped that God's kind Providence will 
ſecond you in . your Endeavours for 
reforming your Children. Either they 
will grow better; or however, you 
will find Peace and Comfort, when in 
this manner you govern your ſelves by 
the Laws of Religion, and are not led 
by your unruly Paſſion. 
That Parents may the bet- 
ter perform their Duty in parents ought 
correting their Children, in corre&ing 
they ought to obſerve. and their Chit- 
imitate the Example of our - T__ BE 
Heavenly Father, who, tho” ab f oa 
whom he loveth, he chaſten- HeavenlyFa- 
«h, Heb. 12, 6. yet he ther. 
doth not afflidt willingly, nor 
grieve the Children of Men. Lam. 3. 33. 
He does: not: make uſe of the Rod, - but 
when it 1s neceſſary, when his Mercy 
and Kindneſs do not prevail. And 
when he does corre&, in the midſt 
of Wrath, he remembreth Mercy. 
When he oifits the Tranſgreſſions of his 
Children, with the Rod, and their 1;:t- 
quity with Stripes: Nevertheleſs, his lo- 
ving Kindneſs be does not take ntterly 
from them, nor ſuffer bis Faithfulneſs to 
fail. Pſ. 8g. 32, 33. Heis always ready 
to recetve hus peniteat Ehuldren, to 
have 
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have Mercy upon them. ##e does wt | 


keep his Anger for ever, A due Confi- 
deration of theſe things will dire& Pa- 
rents how to corre&t their Children 
both as to Time and Meaſure. 
To what hath been aid, it 
Parents muſt will not be unfit to add, 
be careful nat That, to render Reprocf, 
ro oppoſe on® and Correfion the more 
my "_ effeual, itis neceſſury that 
y c rre 
and reprove both Parents concur there- 
their Chil- in; not as if it were prop- 
dren, er for them both together, 
or one after another, to 
reprove or chaſten their. Children, 
for the ſame Fault, for this would be 
rather very 'improper for the moſt 


t: But when. one of the Parents | 
chides of correRts their Children, the | 


other ought ſo far to concur, as to ap- 
prove what 13 done, and fhew ther 
difpteaſure towards thoſe Children who 


have done that which deſerves Chaſtiſe- | 


nother in this matter ; when one rc- 
proves, the other muſt not approve 
and commend ; when one condemns, 
the other muft not jaſtifie 5 when one 
endeavours to correR, the other muſt 
nothinderr ; Otherwiſe, the a 

| WI. 


ment. a hi muſt not oppoſe one a- 
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- will be loſt; for it isnot likely they will 


amend their Faults,if they ſee that either 
of their Parents is their Patron,to encou-. 
rage and defeiid them; or to excuſe and ! 
extenuate what they do amiſs. They who 
are wiſe Parents,ought to be ſo far from 
doing this, that tho* one of them ſhould 
happen to reprove or chaſten a Child 
when there is no very great neceſlity for 
ſo doing, yet the other Parent, whe- 
ther Father or Mother, ought to conceal 
their preſent thoughts,and watt a fit oc- 
caſion to difcourſe the matter together, 
that ſach unneceſſary Reproofs and Cha-- 
ſtiſements may be prevented for the fu- 
ture, If Parents do not carefully obſerve 
this Rule, their Chilfren will be ſureto 
take notice of their ſndiſcretion, and to 
Make a very had ufe of it, ſo as to de- 
ſpife their reproofs and chaſtenings, 
when they are more juſt and neceſfary. 
Fourthly, When it _ | 
pleaſeth God to viſit 4 They maſt care- 


maragees* a, fully tmprove the 
ther with fickneſs, or 4,7. of their Chib 


. ay other advertity ; drens Sickneſs, or 


be ſure to do all that of any other affft- 
you can, to hear inupot; ions | rhey mes 
their miniels, a Tenfe of 79%; 1owards rhe! 
__ : making of them 

thoſe things you are wiſer BE, Br 
froſt deſifous to have Sh 
them 
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them touched with, and which in time | 
of their health they made but very 


little account of. Affliction is the time, 
in which God uſeth to work x - the 
hearts of People moſt powerfully and 
effeually ; then he awakeneth them, 
and convinceth them of their ſad and 
dangerous {tate ; he caſts them down, 
that being made ſenſible of their fin at 
. danger, he may again raiſe them up,and 


ſpeak comfortably to them, TI will a 


lure her, and bring her into the Wilder- 
neſs, and ſpeak comfortably to her, ws 
2. 4, Therefore all they who ſincerely 
deſire to reclaim their Children, or 0- 


thers, from their. bad and fooliſh courſes, 
ought to take the opportunity of their 


Sickneſs, their Pain and Grief, their 


Loſſes and Diſappointments, and of # | 
ny. other ſorts of Troubles and Afl- | 


&ions wherein they arc, that then they 
may ſuggeſt to them ſuch counſels and 
advices as are proper for their Inſtru- 


con, their conviction and amendment, 


At other times, there area great many 
things which are apt to hinder goad 


Counſel from; entring into: the mind, 


or from making any. deep impreſſion 
thereon ; 'Pleaſures and Vanities are apt 
to choak the good Seed : But _ 
they 
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* they are afflicted, and humbled a little 


by ſome outward preſſure, or bodily 
diſtemper ; they are thereby ſomewhat 
better diſpoſed to hear Friendly Ad- 
monitions and Counſels, and to think 
a little more ſerioufly of their ways and 
doings, It 15 good for a Man that be 
bear the Yoke in his Youth ; He ſitteth alone 
and keepeth falence, &c. Lam. 3 27, 28. 

When it hath pleaſed God tv reftore 


your Children to health, or to deliver 


them from any other Affliction, fail not 
to put them in mind of their afflicted 
Eſtate, and of God's goodneſs towards 
them when they were in adverliity : 
Endeavour to make them ſeniible for 
what end God hath been ſo kind to 
them, to wit, that they may amend 
their Lives, . and bring forth Fruits 
meet for Repentance. Strive to keep 
them mindful of their Purpoſes and 
Reſolutions, and preſs them to the ful- 
filling of them. Stir them up to be 
thankful to God for his Mercy, and to 
be very watchful, leſt Satan prevail 0- 
ver them any more. 
: Fiftbly, Be earneſt in 
5« They muff any your Prayers to God 
py to God for Gaily for them ; that he 
would make them "_ 
© 


xx6 Advice to Parents. 


he requires them to be, his dutiful and 
obedient Children and Servants ; that \. 
he would give them his Holy Spirit to 


ſanifie and cleanſe them, to enlighten 
and dire them, and to afliſt. and 
ſtrengthen them ; that he would ſez. 
ſon their Hearts with his Fear and 
Love ; that he would turn them from 
Sin and Folly ; and incline their Hearts 
to keep his Precepts always, even unto 
the end; that he would hold up their 
goings in his Paths, that their footſteps 


may not ſlide ; that he would be their 


God and Guide, their Sun and Shield, 
and their Portion for ever; that he 
would give every one of them thoſe 
things which be beſt and moſt needfu} 


for them ; that he would SanQifie e- 
very State and Conditton of Life, 
wherein his Providence doth place 
them. If they are in a healthfal and | 
proſperous State, pray to God to make | 
them ſenſible of, and thankful for his | 


undeſerved goodneſs, and that he 
would preſerve them from the ſnares 
and dangers to which Proſperity does 


expoſe them. You fee what. was Jol's | 


conſtant courſe at the end of his Chil- 


drens Feaſting. Fob. r. 5. He ſent aud. 
SaniFfied them, ant! roſe up carly in the 
Morning, | 
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. Morning, and Offered burnt Offerings ac- 


cording to the number of them all, For 
be ſaid, it may be my Sons bave ſinned, 
and curſed God in their Hearts, &Cc. 
Again, if they are in Sickneſs, or any 
other Adverſity ; beg of God to San- 
ifie their Aﬀflictions, to make them 
bleſſed and happy means of their Re- 
formation, or of their Improvement 
in true Piety. 

When you are about to inſtruc, to 
admoniſh, to reprove, or to corre& 
your -Children, pray to God to dire&t 
you by .his good Spirit, to do your 
Duty in an acceptable manner ; and 
that he would-incline and diſpoſe them 


to:therr Duty, and:make them Gatners 


by what you do:or {ay for their good. 
"Tis mot always neceſfary for you, in 
every particular Admonition or Re- 
proof, &'c. which you uſe towards your 
Cluldren, -to make a Solemn Prayer, 
by retiring into your 'Clofet ; this 
ought to. be done upon extraordinary 
Occaſions ; but ordinarily, :it will ſuf- 
fice, if you lift up your Hearts .unto 
God, in a ſhort and :fervent Ejacula- 
tion, for his DireCtion :and Bleſſing in 
what -you are to do or .fay ito your 
Children, 

You 


Z 
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You have great encouragement ty. 


'do this ; becauſe you are aſlured thx. 
God heareth Prayer z he hath ſaid, F. 
wery one that asketh, recerveth, So tha 
either he will grant your Childre 
what you beg for them, or if the 
render themſelves unworthy of th: 
Mercy and Kindneſs of God, by their 
perverſeneſs and ſtubbornneſs ; yet 
you are ſure of one thing, that you 
Prayers are not loſt ; they ſhall return 
into your Boſom : God will plentiful 
reward [your Piety, your-Charity, and 
' Zeal, with. more Grace here, and Gh- 
ry hereafter. | 
Now if it be the Duty: 
Againſt thoſe of Parents, in this manner, 
_ =_ to pray for their Children, 
h_ what ſhall be ſaid of tho 


- who, inſtead of praying fo| 


their Children, curſe them, and uk 
fearful Imprecations againſt them! 
How dreadful a thing is it for thoſe to 
whom it belongs to bleſs their Chil 


dren, inſtead of doing this, to curk! 


them ! How unnatural a thing is it, in- 
ſtead of contributing to their Happineſs, 
to do their utmoſt to make them Eter-/ 
nally miſerable ! ?Tis true, ſome Chil- 


dren are very perverſe and wicked, 
guilty | 
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cuilty of great ſtubbornneſs and diſobe- 


.dience; and of great contempt aud neg- 


lect of their Parents : But yet for all 
this, Parents ought never to give over 
praying for them ; and if at any time, 
their Pailion and diſcontent occaſion in 
their minds any thing that looks like 
a tendency'to evil wiſhes or Impreca- 
tions againſt their Children, let them 
with as great care endeavour to be de- 
livered therefrom, as they would from 
Fire, if it broke forth in their Hovſes. 
And indeed, if they who have the 
worſt Children, did but -confider what 
woful Effects do often at- + 
tend ſuch raſh curſes -j- , Þ The Bleſſing 
they would beware of r Re Father 
abliſheth the 
uſing them, though never znuſes of Chil- 
ſo much provoked : It - dren, | but the 
is. very obſervable, that Curſe of the 


\ "God often in his wrath AMther roteth 


out Foundati- 
and Vengeance heareth ,,, Fcetus. 


fuch Imprecations, when 3, g. 
uttered by Parents * , : 
whereby he ſheweth his  Seedugullin, 
juſt - Diſpleaſure and In- —— DR. 
dignation both againſt tode lege.1.34. 
them and their Children, «ial. 11. 
From what hath been ſaid, Parents 
may fee what they muſt do, to ren- 
der 
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der their Admonitions, and all their g./ Al 
ther endeavours effe&tual, for the gogy! Mt. 


zof their Children. pi 
ar 

Some AMotives to excite Parents ty m1 

do theſe things, _ Ira 

that 


ft. Motive, Now to ſtir you upty; Chik 

| a vhe _ perform theſe things; Con. 1"! 
une Commants fider, firſt, it is the Wil 9 
of God that you bring up your Chil. Fre 
dren in his Fear, and acquaint then | mg! 
with his Holy Taws and. Command- gt tl 
:ments. He who made you, requires, you | 79% 
to do this; he who preſerves you and  Fath! 
keeps:you alive; he who is your Kin | 79 
and Lord, who has a right to your fer | Kart 
vice, to all that you are able to do; | fed 
who is your Father in Heaven; who| 
.daily takes care of you, and Loads you | Valts 
«with his:benefits;who is the God of your | ! 
Salvation;who-hath ſent-his Son into the | 9Vght 
World to die for you :.It is even hewho _ 
faith, Deut. 6. 6, 7. And theft words whic |* 
i{ commend thee this day, \ſhall be in thine What 
Heart. And. thou ſbalt .teach;them ili- | 
ently anto thy Children, and ſhalt talk ef | 149 
them mhen;thou [itteſt in thine hou ſe, and them 
when thou.walkeſt by the way, and when $** : 
thou lieſt down, and when thou riſeſt up. | 


And, 


'0:) 
do! 


n 


, 


, | 
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| And, Eph. 6. 4. And ye Fathers, provoke 
mot your Children to Wrath, but bring them 
up in the nurture and admonition of the 
Lord, ?Tis He who Eſtabliſhed a Teſti- 
mony in Jacob, and appointed 'a Law in 
Ifrael : Which he Commanated our Fathers, 
that they ſhould make them known to their 
' Children - That the Generation to come 
might know them, even the Children that 
' ſhould be born : Who [hould ariſe and de- 
' Clare them to their Children, That they 
; might ſet their hope in God, and not for- 
get the Works of God ; but keep bis Com- 
 mandments : And might not be as theiy 
Fathers, a ſtubborn and Rebellious Gence 
ration, a Generation that ſet not their 
beart aright, and whoſe Spirit was not 


, | fedfaſs with God. Pſal. 78. 5, 6, 7, 8. 


If you then be the Subjecas, the Ser- 
| vants, and the Children of the great. 
God; If you love and fear Him, as you 
ought todo, you will be ſure to make it 
_ Buſineſs to train up your Children 
In true Virtue and Piety; to make them 
{What God requires them to bc, holy, as 
be who bath called them is holy, in all 
' manner of Converſation; you will excite 
them to ſtrive to enter in at the ſtrait 
pate; To work out thetrr Salvation with 
b. and tremblirg ; To remember their 
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Creator in the days of their youth ; n. 
feek God while He may be found, and No 
call upon Him while he is ncar ; To lo. 
the Lord with all their heart, and thy be : 


Neighbours as themfe!11es ; To endeavon © 
to follow the Example of owr Blefld * " 
Maſter, to Learn of hint to be meek au. 
dowly, to take up their Croſs and: to beg! ſy 
it patiently, to be zealous for the Glp. Fair! 
ry of God, tv abound in the work: 
the Loyd, not to be weary .in well-domy,. 
but to grow in Grace.and in the kniy| 

ledge of our Lord. and Saviour Jiu!” 
Ci. os Ni, + And 
-- ae Secondly, . ts not 
2. Motrve, from | | 
its being a Lie a. work: worthy of al. 
worthy of the your care and pains, tv} 
urmoſt care an& ſve the Souls of thok|. 
pains of Parents. 1.10 ave parts. of ' you. 
felves, who derive their Being fron ry 
you ? Yow are the Inftruments not. ov hisp: 
ly:of their being, but the means. « Iv Pc 
conveying unto: them natural defi 17. . 
ment and corruption : And therefor} |... 
you ought with a great deal of Zeal. _ 
to endeavour to have their pollution! +. 
waſhed off by true unfeigned Repe| | -;; 
tance, and a hearty turning from | :;4:. 
unto God:z by their putting off the Joreat 
works of darkneſs, and putting on the} 'only 
Armour! 


42 
ca 
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4 'Armour: of Light ; by their putting on 
i , The Lord Jeſus Chriſt,. and walking as 
is "he walked, Are you "Teady: to do all 
that you' can to make your Children 
Fo Rich and Wealthy, Great and Honou- 
Fable in the World; And yet are you 
vo at ſo little paigs to do that for them, 
51, which tends tov make them rich in 
| Faith, and Heirs of a Glorious Inheri- 
Li tance? You endeavour to acquaint then 
Ky -with thoſe who may be uſeful to then 
wh, their worldly Affairs and Concerns ; 
And why do you not ſtrive to acquaint: 
. them with God, their greateſt and 
-beſt Friend, who is ſure to ſtand 
by them, ro take them up, and to 
take care ' of them, when all forſake. 
"them, and turn their backs upon them ? 
Why do you not with greater earneſt- 
neſs endeavour to procure unto them 
his Friendſhip and Love, who 1s infinite- 
Jy Powerful, and infinitely Good and 
Kind ; and therefore not only can, but 
will do for them exceeding abundantly 
oy above all that either you or they can 
'-think or ask ? 
Thirdly, The doing of 3 . Motive, from the 


"this is meas which at- 
attended with read thoſe who faith: 


1great Rewards, not #7, 2. theſe thi 
- only inagother World, oa 
(3 2 but 
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but even in this Life. You cannot but! 
find unſpeakable Joy and Comtfon, 
when you behold your Children walk. 


ing in the Fear of God, going fron 


Strength to Strength, and from Graz. 


to Grace, that at laſt they may con! 
and appear before the Lord in Sin 
It will free you from a great man 
anxious thoughts about them for th 
time to come, when you know tha 
they. have God for their Friend, wh 
will be a Guide and Buckler to them: 


What a great SatisfaQtion will it affor!|- 


you, to think that they, for whom ya 
make ſo great Proviſion, and are at þ 
much pains, are Good and Wiſe, ant 
in all Probability, will make good uk; 
of what is given them, or deſignet 
for them ? When you ſee them hun 
ble, of a mild and gentle Temper, aj 
to bear uneaſie things Meckly and Px 
tiently ; when you ſee them Sober 


and Temperate, Charitable and Com! 


aſſionate, Juſt and Upright, True an 
Faithful, Wiſe and Prudent, Devolt 
and Religious, Zealous for the Honor 
of God, and ſtudying daily to gro# 
up in all Virtue and Piety 3 how will 
this fill you with a Pleaſure that n_ 
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' be expreſſed ? So true is it that is ſaid 
| by the Wiſe Man, Prov. 15. and 20. 
': AWiſe Son maketh a Glad Father, And 
"| Ch. 23. V. 24, 25. The Father of the 


Righteous ſhall greatly rejoyce, and he 
that begetteth a wiſe Child ſhall have Foy 
of him, Thy Father and thy Anther 
ſhall be glad, and ſhe that bare thee ſhall 
rejoyce. 

They who Plant an Orchard, are 
mightily pleaſed to ſee the young 
Trees proſper, grow regularly, and 


| hear a great deal of good Fruit, this 
'* makes them reflect upon all their coſt 


and pains with much ſatisfaction. How 
much greater muſt their Pleaſure be, 
upon whom God hath beſtowed Chil- 
dren, when they ſee them growing in 
Grace as they grow in Years ? When 


\ they behold them ſtraight and upright 


in their Lives, pure and undefiled in 
the way, walking in the Law of the 
Lord, having Reſpect untoall his Com- 
mandments, flouriſhing in the Courts 
of the Lord, bringing forth the Fraits 
of Righteouſneſs and true Holineſs, 
Doubtleſs there is no Pleaſure in any 
Earthly thing comparable to this ef 
Religions Parents, when they are 


G 3 Happy 


Sr 


—=X 


© 02-0 on <4 
—— = & I 
On gb Ei np» _ IT =- Rm - — 
My LE onery —E. wo. ” op >Þ& - 

"le a kd © <S SEE 


EP 


* Ov 3A AE. ar : 
FR er & re EST hn * 4 . > —r—_ 
1 2 T_ 2 oY a4 ” V 
a - > —— - _ ey - =_ 
PI AC oy LEI” - - 
"—_ 5 Þ+ bs —_—_ F yw_ — 
- = _—_ Bun A W_=_ 
L STI. ——_ . 
” 2 m4, \ 4 _ A 
. Ee . > Caine. act bbs ſe ot 
: > C DEN = - 
bs Ae* - hn Y 24 P 
_ = SS =P Sv 
—_ 2 y : DE ISI an > ent > tm = —— 
FUSES IEC IEEE So IFRS ca tt. : 
Me oe < IR. IO > hams — OO IED 


—_———_—— 
= TN 6 


_—— 
Wget- © EIS. 109 pope 


= Tx 
- wo Tj DO A 
II 


op 3 


"A I75 
"x - _— at ESE, 


126 Advice to Panents. x 


Happy in Pious and Virtuons Chil! 
dren, 


And as ſuch Children are a _ 
Comfort, and afford a Mighty Pleafin | 
to their Parents, ſo they are a prez. 


Honour. and a laſting Ornament unt 
them, What can be more tor th 
Glory of -Parents, than to have thei 
Children adorned with the Image « 
God, cloathed with Virtue and Good. 
neſs as with a Garment ? This det 
reflect ſomewhat ot its Lnfture an! 
Beauty npon the Parents themtelve, 
who have been, under God, the It 
{troments of making their "Children 
Lovers and Followers of that whid| 
is good. All wiſe and good Peopl;, 
who obſerve the Truth and Faithfal. 
neſs, the Juſtice and Uprightnefs, th: 
Meckneſs and Modeſty, the Pruden 
and Diſcretion, and the other Virtus| 
which appear in Children, muſt need: 
conceive and entertain very reſpecth| 
thoughts of the Parents themſelve, 
by whoſe means the Children have 
been ſo Virtuouſly and Religioulj| 
Formed and Educated. 

But beſides all that has been ſaid 
Good and Virtuous Children afford! 
manifoid Advantages to their Parents. 


Thi} 
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| The Pſalmiſt CP/al. 128. 3.) compares. 


them to Olive Plants round about the 


' Table of their Parents ; that is, as O- 


lire Plants are not only for Orna- 
ment, but of great aſe to. thoſe who 

els them ; ſo good Children are 
got only Ornaments to their: Parents, 
but very uſeful and profitable to them 
in many regards ; tor example, they 
ſerve their Parents, they aſlilt and help 
them in-their Employment, they ſtand 
by them in their danger, and defend 
them, they provide for them in their 
want; they pray for them, and do 
many Important Offices to :them 3 io 
that no wonder if - the Pſalmiſt faith, 
Plal. 127. 5. Happy is the 2Man that 
bath bus Quiver full of- them ;, they ſhall 
wot be. aſhamed, but they ſhall ſpeak 
with the Enemies in the Gate, That 1s, 
it makes Parents Covuragions, 1t encon- 
rages them to appear in publick in 
their own juſt defence, when they 
have worthy Children to attend them, 
and to aſſiſt them againſt thoſe who en- 
deavour to wrong them. 

Fourthly, The be- 4. Motive, from the great 
nefitof the good E- Benefit whichcomes bo: h 
ducation of Chil- ?* Church and State by 

- the g52d Education of 
dren,is not confined C)i!dren, 
& 4 


tn 
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to the Parents alone, but is extendy] 
both to Church and State, Familis| 
being the Nurſeries both of one an 
rother, | 
1/t. As to the Church, when Chil. 
dren are rightly educated in the Knoy. 
\Jedge and Practice of true Religion, 
they will then be ſure to obſerve al 
ſach things as tend to Peace, Unity, 
and Edification ; they will readily ay! 
gladly joyn in Religious Aſſemblig, | 


and carefully avoid whatever tends to! | 


unneceſſary Separation. 


Neither will they only joyn out-| 
wardly in Chriſtian Aſſemblies, but} | 


will be careful likewiſe to do it fin- 


cerely, to Worſhip God in Spirit and| - 
in Truth ; and to hear his Word with} 
great Reverence and Attention, with | 
great deſire to know the Divine Will | : 
and with a real and hearty deſign to| 
do it. They will alſo obſerve all &-} 
ther Sacred Inſtitutions, without - con- | - 
ſulting with Fleſh and Blood, And}. 
as they will do thoſe things themſelves, | : 


mact 
co_ 
ful t 
the) 
cont 
louſ 
the) 
end, 
aſi 
tho! 
will 


ſo they will do what they can to engaee | 


others to do the like. 

And not only will they carry them- 
{tlves as Chriſtians in publick; but like- 
wiſe, in their ſeveral Relations and Ca- 
pacities, 


-the 
anc 
+Kr 
"tf 
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ndet i pacities, wherein God hath placed 
Y fil to adorn their Chriſtian Profeſſion ; 


them in the World, they will be care- 


they will ſtudy to avoid whatever is 


contrary to true Piety ; they will Zea- 


louſly endeavour to do all the good 
they can in the World : For which 
end, they will watch the moſt fit Oc- 
calions of doing good to the Souls of 
thoſe they are acquainted with, and 


| will be ſure to comply with any favou- 


\rable Opportunity of ſerving them, in 


thoſe things which are for their Ever- 
.| laſting Happineſs, which tend to make 


them wiſer and better. 
How great a Bleſſing would it be to 


the Church, to have many ſuch Perſons 
of her Society ? And therefore, as the 
{nſe of this ought to.excite Parents 
to do their utmoſt to Educate their 
*Children in the Fear and Love of God: 
'$ it ought to ſtir up the Guides -of 
.the Church, to. employ themſelves Vi- 
/gorouſly in dealing with younger Per- 


ſons, to make them wife and good, in 


| endeavouring all they can to beget in 
-their minds a true Senſe of Religion 
and Virtue, to poſſeſs them with the 
- |: Knowledge and Love. of God, to for- 
 'fllie them againſ _ many Temptations. 


5 to 


1 *4-0Y 
iu 


ow 
: 
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to Sin and Folly to which they are «| 


poſed: And, in a word, to make they. 
Followers of Chriſt in true Holine!. 
in this World, and fit to live ax 
Reign with him in Glory in the Wor: 


to come. 
All who have dealt with Mankind: 
bout the concerns of another Lit 


muſt needs lament, that - very litt; 


can be done for reforming Aged Pe 
ple, who are hardned in Evil Habit; 
and therefore, there is the greater n 
to deal in good earneſt with yo 
Perſons,to prevent their being corrup 
ed, and to lay in them the Foundati 
of ſolid Piety for the time to come; 

2dly. As to the State, it would lik 
wiſe reap no ſmall Benefit by & 
right Education of Children. For i 
As to thoſe who are to Rule a 
Govern others, whether in an hig 
or more ſubordinate Quality, if thr 
are happy in a Pious and Virtuous 
ducation, if their minds are ſeaſone 
with Religious Principles, if they a 


poſſeſſed with a great Love to ti 


which is good, and with a great At 
horrence and Deteftation of tl 


which is Evil; if they are trainedy 


in the, daily PraQtice of Modeſty at 
i | Humulit! 
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Humility, of Meckneſs and Patience, 


* of Truth and Faithfulneſs, of Juſtice 
- and Uprightneſs,” of  Brotherly Kind- 


ae and Charity, and of Temperance 


| and Sobricty, &'e. I (ay, if they who 


are t6”'rule others, are Educated in 
this manner, there is great reafon to 
hope, - that they will prove great 


| Bleſſings, in thoſe publick Capacities, 


to which 1t fhall pleafe God to call 
them. Such Perſons are likely to Mi- 
niſter-Jaſtice impartially, to enconrage 


Piety and Virtue where-ever they ſee 


it, and £0 curb and reſtrain whatever - 


'is diſhonourable to God, and unſuita- - 


ble to the Chriftian Profeſſion. 
Whereas, on the contrary, when 
they who are to'rule others, are bred : 


-pp in Idlenefs- and 'Luxury, are grati- 
-fied in their Vanity and Folly, are che- 
-xiſhed in their Paſſions and Extrava- 
gancies, are accuſtomed to no Society 


but of trifling or Atheiſtical Perſons,and 
are not employed in any uſeful fort of 
Buſineſs. I ſay, when they who are 
to rule others have ſuch woful Edv- - 
cation, what can be expected from 
them, but ſuch things only, as are 
dijhonovrable to God, ſcandalous to 

| Religion, 
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Religion, and in many regards prey. 


dicial to Mankind ? | 
2dly. As for thoſe of lower Qual. 
ty, when once they are inſpir'd wig. 
the Knowledge of Chriſtian Principle 
and when theſe have taken deep ro 
in them, and have a due Influence upy 
them, they will not only teach then, 
but alſo engage them to Honoy 
and Obey their Rulers, and that mw: 
only for Fear, but alſo for Conſcien: 
Jake. As Chriſtianity will make then: 
give unto God the Things that be God", 
ſo it will cauſe them to give un 
Ceſar the Things that -be . Cxſar's, | 
will likewiſe make them true and fin- 
cere In all their words, juſt and up. 


right in all their deeds, faithful and 
conſtant in all. their Lawful Under-| 


takings, and Charitable and Compalli 
onate to every body in diſtreſs; fty- 


dious of Purity and Chaſtity, of Tem- 
perance and Sobriety, and of Peace and 
Concord : It will cauſe them, as much 


as 5 poſſible, to live Peaceably with all | 


Hen, to ſeek Peace, and to, purſue it, 
to be Zealous Peace-makers, and to 
be ready to overcome, Evil mith Good 
It will dire& them when their Neigh- 
bour or Friend 7 overtaken with a 
—- I I fault, 


| <<. ie va wes # "Lad xf 


| fault 
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to reſtore him with the Spirit of 
Meekneſs ; It will make them, not to 


| ſeek their own things only, but likewiſe 


their Neighbours- good as well as their 
own; It will not only reſtrain them 
from what is manifeſtly evil, but will 
alſo make them careful to avoid every 
appearance of it, to ſhun the very 
thoughts and defire of Wickedneſs ; 
It will cauſe them to be content with 
what God beſtows upon them, and 
not to envy others, not to covet their 
Goods, nor wrong them by word or 
deed. And, vin a word, the lively 
Impreſſions of Religion will make 
them careful to keep their Conſciences 
Void of Offence both towards God and 


| towards Aden. 


Now, if theſe Rules of our Holy 
Religion had their due Influence on 
the minds of People, what a Bleſſed 
and Happy Society would there be 
in the World ! How eaſfie would e- 
very Man be? How well-pleaſed ? 
How ſafe and ſecure from hurt and 
danger ? How confident in his Friends 
Neighbours, and Acquaintance ; 
Knowing, and being well aſſured, that 
they fear and love God, and there- 
fore will do :no wrong. - 

s 
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As the Confideratian of theſe things 


ought to make Parents very careful t 
do all that ever they can towards the | 
right Education of their. Children, + 
ir ought mightily .to excite all -Chri 
ſtian Rulers and: Governours, to < 
their part in this matter, particular. 
ly to take care that there be Schook 
every where, and that fuch Perſon: 
be choſen to Educate Children a 
School, as -not. only are skilful 'to 
teach them to: Read, Wrue, Q.. 
But who may contribute likewiſe t-| 
wards the ſzafoning their minds with 
Rehigious Principles, who will Jodi 
vpan it as one great part of their Buſ- 
neſs to endeayour to poſſeſs them with 
the Fear and Love of God. Hon 
worthy, of Chriſtian Magiſtrates wer: 
it alfa, to itake', care that all Schook 
and iColleges'be vilited often by fit Per- 
.fons, that the Dthigent may be @ 
.couraged, and that the Remifs an 
Neglgent, or the Vicious and Pro- 
phane, may be diſcouraged by all Jul 
and Lawfyl. raeans. 

| Theſe things cannot be look'd upor 
. as Forreign to the Magiſtrates Office, 
if it be but duely confidered, hon! 
much Benefit comes to the State i 
” A 0 


Advice to Parents. 135 
the good Education of Children, and 
how much miſchief cometh thereto, by 
the negle&t of their Edu- 

cation. * Of old the fag Plurarch 
Perſpans, Lacedemontans, 1m Lycurgo.' 
_—_ _ others, arts apo 
thought it their Intereſtto nophon pxd. 
ſee to the right Education Cyr, tib, 1, 
of Children ; they did | 
not think it ſafe, to leave ſo great a 
Truſt wholly in the hands of Pa- 
rents, who through Partiality, Fond- 
neſs, or Indiſ{cretion, might utterly 
ſpoil them, and thereby: do' unfpeaka- 
ble Miſchief to the State. And .no 
doubt, till once all Chriſtian Rulers 


and Governours, both in Church and 
State, make it more their buſineſs to 


ſee to-the right Education of Children, 
there: is no great hopes of ever ſee- 
ing -any conſiderable Reformation in 
the World. 
Fiftbly, If you neglect 

todo theſe things for the 5. Anive, frem 
Souls of your Children, > go Effects 
and Jeave them to them- Flee, 4nd, 
ſelves to do as they liſt, Dues. 


then you may expect that 


'their. Sins and Follies, their Pride -and 


Paſſion, their Gluttony and Drunken- 
pets, 
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their Lying and Decetving, their Ma- 
lice and Revenge, their Chambering 
and Wantonneſs, their Atheiſm and 


neſs, their Curſing and Swearing, [ 


PE 
TY7 


Irreligion, will not only prove Tra- | 
gical to them, but occaſion great un- | 
ealineſs, Vexation, and Grief of Mind | 
to you.. Prov, 10. 1. A fooliſh Son i 
a beavineſs to bus Mother, and Chap. 17, | 


21. He that begetteth a Fool, doth it to 
his Sorrow, and the Father of a Fod 
bath no Toy. 


——— 


"Tis trae, *tis not in the Power of | 


Parents to infuſe good Qualities into 
the minds of their Children ; ſome 
are ſo very perverſe, that all that can 
be faid or done by Parents, is alto- 
gether lighted, and neglected by them: 
We know that Abrabam had an I/hmael 
as well as an Iſaac; and Iſaac an Eſau 
as well as a Jacob 3 and Jacob a Reuben 
as well as a Joſeph. However, ſuch 


Parents who have the afflition of ſad | 


and wretched Children, have ſome 
comfort and fatisfation in having 
done their Duty for them, and in en- 
deavouring to approve themſelves unto 
God, who will accept of their honeſt 


DS 0m De 99 


and ſincere endeavours ; and will / 


crown them with glorious Rewards. | 
But 


xy &. 


m__ ev IO OO fo = 8 


| Advice to Parents. 137 


; But it is otherwiſe, when Children 


prove bad through the too great In- 


' dulgence, or the Negligence, and bad 
' Example of Parents. What a deep 
- | wound mult it needs give them, when 


they begin to conſider that they did not 


* their part to make their Children good, 
' and were ſo far from it, that they 
+ | corrupted and ruined them by their bad 
| Example, and over great kindneſs and 
' indulgence ? Such Parents do often eat 
| the Fruits of their cruel fondneſs, and 
| feel the ſad Effets of their own bad 
| Example, by means of their Prophane 


and Graceleſs Children. | 

As God doth often v1/t-the Iniquity 
of the Parents upon the Children 5; fo 
when Children are ſuffered to go on 
in their fooliſh and wicked courſes, 
through the indiſcreet gentleneſs and 
kindneſs of Parents, who, perhaps, 
are In other reſpe&s good People ; 


| the Lord doth ſometimes puniſh fuch 


Parents, and bring Temporal Judg- 
ments upon them. Ely was a great 


q 


inſtance of this, 1 Sam. 2. and 22. 


' He heard all that his Sons did unto all 
' Iſrael; which were things of a very 


vile Nature, whereby, as it's ſaid Chap. 


' 5.and 13, they made themſelves wile, 


that 
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contemptible to all the Peo7 'e, 

thar lewd and abominable Practice, 
Ely did reprove them, but 1t was to 
coldly and gently. Chap. 2. 2%, 44 
Aad be ſaid unto them, Why do ul 
ſuch things, for I hear of your ewil dea.| 
tags by all this People + Nay, my Saw;| 
for it is no good Report that I hear ; yu 


make the Lords People to tranſgreſs. Bb! 


iides tus reproof, he ought to have re- 
frained them, Ch. 3. and 13. as beig 
High Prieſt, a Judge, and Chief G6 
vernour amongſt the People : He ougit 
to have put them out of the Prieſthood, 
as accuried Perſons and Executed ti: 
Laws of God againſt theny, What 
becauſe he did not, therefore God d: 
nounced +very dreadful Judgments # 


gainſt him by a Prophet, whom «| 


ſat unto him, Chap. 2. 31, 3, 33 
34, 36. and Chap. 3. 13, 14. And it 
Chap. 4. we find his two Sons Hopi 
and Phineas were lain in Battel by th: 
Philiſtines, and the Ark of God ws 
taken z upon the news whereof, tt! 
Old Man fell from off his Seat bait 
wards, and his Neck brake, and be dit. 


We ſee likewiſe in David, wii, 
was the Effect of his too great indi! 
genc 

| 


that is, hateful to God, and b:% ay} 
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vence'to.fome of his Children ; eſpe- 
cially Abſalom and Adonijah, who not 
only wrought their own deſtruction, 
hut proved great Crofſes to their aged 
Father. 

Here it wall not be unfit to relate 
what St. Auguftin tells us of the fad Ef- 
fets of leaving a Child to himfelf, 
and not endeavouring to Educate him 
aright, The Story 1s this. 

* There was one Cyril, a * dps To, 
Citizen of Hippo, who ha- po. 33. 
ring one only Son, was ſo yer, 
fond of him, that he avoid- 
ed doing or ſaying any thing that tend- 
ed to make his Son uneaſte: The young 
Man finding himſelfat Liberty (through 
his Father's Indulgence) to live as, he 
thought good, gave up himſelf to all 
manner of Folly, particularly to Drun- 
kenneſs. Notwithſtanding this, his 
Father ſtill continued to be as fond as 
ever, and would not do any thing tg 
reſtrain him from doing what he had 
amind to. The conſequence whereof 
was very dreadful and terrible ; for 
a little time after, this wretched Son 
coming home very drunk, killed his 
Father, as alſo his Mother then big with 
Child ; he attempted to have _ 
Is 
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his Siſters, of whom two were Mortal} 


Wounded by him. 
Such {ad Examples as theſe ought t 
awaken Parents to do what they can t; 


Educate their Children in the Fear 
God, to train them up in the Studj] 


and Practice of true Piety, and to re. 


ſtrain them by all due means from $y! 


and Folly, Which things if they fal 
to do, they may expect ſooner 


later, to reap the Bitter and Curſe! 


Fruits of ſo {ad a Negled. 
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PART II. 


The Duties of Parents as to their 
Childrens Bodhes. 


Aving treated of the Duty of 
Parents towards their Children, 
as to their Souls, the better part ; I 
ſhall next ſhew what their Duties are, 
as to the Bodies of their Children. 
Firſt, It belongs to the 
Mother to give ſuck to her 1+ Dy, it 
Children ; unleſs ſome bo- _ _ 
dily Imperfeftion, great ;;,. fuck w 
Weakneſs, or Sickneſs, Or her Children. 
her circumſtances in the 
World, make it impoſlible, or very 
dangerous and inconvenient both for 
her and the Children, or for either. 


| For this end it is that God hath given 
| Breaſts unto Women, and cauſed the 


MuUk 
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Milk to flow into them, that there 
may be nouriſhment ſuitable to the ten. | 


der Anfants,; os watineR ) for then, 


Neither can we ſuppoſe any other body 
capable of ſhewing equal Care and Love 
to the Children; with-that which it is 


natural for the Mather to expreſs to} 
the Fruit: of her own! Womb. Be- | 


lides this, 1t cannot well be imagin- 
cd, that the Milk of any other Body 
can he ſo fit for the Child as its 


own Mothers, if ſhe be but in tolfe- | 


Table Health: 


We ſce that Sarah did not think | 
that the greatneſs of her Quality, ar | 


her great Age, did excuſe her from 


this Natural Obligation; of giving Suck | 


unto her Child: Gen. 21, 7. And fb 


ſaid, who wonld have ſard' mnto Abra- | 
ham, that Sarah /hould.bave given Cl | 
dren Suck ? For | have born him a Sm | 


in my. Old Age. Which words ſup- 
poſe it to be the unqueſtionable Duty, 
as well as common Practice of: Mothers, 
to give Suck to their Children, When 
God choſe a Nurſe for Moſes, ( Exod. 2, 
8.) he led the Handmaid of Phaygo#s 


Daughter to the ChilPs Mother. We | 
find that amongſt other CharaQters of | 
a Woman, that was fit to be taken | 
into | 
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| | into the number of Widows, there 
* was this; If fe bath” brought © up Chil- 


drexws (1 Tim. 5. 10.) Or, as the words 
may be Tramflated, -Ff ſhe has nouriſh- 


| or fed her Children. It was 
* reckoned -as a fie of God%s Wrath, 


Hoſ. 9. 14. To have ary Breaſts, And 
therefare, they cannot be accounted. 
Innocent, who, without. apparent Ne- 
ceſlity, dry up their Breaſts, and! © 
deprive their: Children of that” Foot 
and Nouriſhment which Nature de- 
igned/ for them. - The words of the 


- Plalmiſt David, Pſal.. 22. g. do not 


only imply that his Mother gave 


| him Sack, but they alfo ſhew, that it 


was. the praftice of” all Mothers, tq 
do the like: to their Children. Thou 
didf# make me hope, faith he, when I was 
ww my Mothers Breaffs. Solomon like- 


- wiſe takes it for granted, that Chil- 


dret of the ſame Womb, ſhould Suck 
of the ſime Breaſts: Cant. 8. 1, O that 
thow wert as my Brother, that Sucked 
the Breaſts of my Mother. To all 
which might be added, the words of” 
the Woman to our Saviour, Luke 11. 

27, Bleſſed vs the Womb that bare thee, 


| and the- Pays . which thou haſt Sucked, 


Which 


"i 6 
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Which words fppoſs, that ſhe wh! 
bare him, did alſo give him Suck. | 

We find that amongſt the ver. 
Heathens, they were accounted hut: 
half Mothers, who negle&ed to gin}. 
Suck to their Children. One of their; 


Ancient Authors * ſpeak} ri 


*AulGelli- ing on this Subject, faith, | 
C—_— « How unnatural a thin|* 
p | & js this, how im : 
+ © and only to be a NN 
© by halves, having brougk| 

&« forth a Child, preſently to thron| 
« it away ? having nouriſhed in her}: 
« Womb ſomewhat that ſhe could na} 
&« ſee, not now to nouriſh it with her| 
& Milk, when ſhe fees it alive, and} 
« calling for her Afliſtance ? 
We ſee likewiſe, that Nature hath} 
impreſſed on the moſt Savage and 
wild Creatures, a readineſs to dray 
out their Breaſts to their young, Lam, 
3. Even the Sea Monſters draw ou 
the Breaſt, tbey give Suck to their young 
ones, And ſhall Women degenerate 
into ſuch unnatural Barbarity towards 
their young, as Is not to be met with |. 
amongſt the moſt Savage Creatures ! |/a 
- Shall they, whoſe Love and Tendernef |: 
has been ſo noted and admired, _ 
* | 
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unkind and cruel to the fruit of their 
” own Womb ? 


; 24ly. When Children 2. Duty, about 
are fit for ſtronger Food, Childrens Dier. 


Parents are not to indulge 


at 


them too much, in gratifying the cu- 


.riofity and daintineſs of their Palate, 
"which not only 1s apt to make them 


"toofoft and tender ; but likewiſe diſpo- 


ſeth them to Gluttony and Senſuality ; 
to make : their Belly their God. It is 


"fit to accuſtom them to a plain and ſim- 
"ple Diet z which is generally more 


wholſome than that fort. of Food 
which is very artificially prepared. 
The State of all Humane Things 1s 


' very uncertain 3 they who have at 


preſent all manner of things in great- 
eſt plenty and variety, may meet 
with changes and viciſſitudes : It's 
therefore a part of the Wiſdonr of | 
Parents, to accuſtom - their Children 
(lo far as their Health and Strength 
can bear it) to eat any ſort of Food; 
that ſo, if God ſees fit to change 
their outward condition and circum- 


| ſtances, they may be the more fit 
and ,able to endure ſich an- altera- 
tion, - 


F+ 7 ys iy 
O35 
a. 
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> "Dat Thirdl ” As to the F. ” 
>, a- 1 . a6 

- - So Habit and Appard : Wo 

Apparel. rents ought to datly / | 

them decently, but a} 

gorgeoufly : -Fineries and Gayeties il. 
Apparet are apt ito :make Peat} 

pectally younger Perſons, vain af. for 


© conceited, to value themſelves wt. 


their gay Cloathing. Ht is fit of} ® 
to fuggelt to them, that their Cloaif | ** 
and Appanel -are but 'borrowed #6} th 
thers,; -and therefore that it is a graf * 
Folly to be proud'iof that which is mj © 
ther own, bat which they owe to 
Sheqp -or -Goats, 'to the Worms « By 
Bowels -of the Earth. be 
It .is not fit for Parents to ma} 
too .great diſtintion among thif 1 
Children, as to their Apparel; tf * 
cauſe this is apt to:cauſe diſcontenſ 
and ,fealoulies, Hatred and Em} © 
Cantentions -and :Quarrellings among} | © 
them. FJoſeph*s'Coat of-many colom| A 
which +his. old (Father Facob gave hin| 
cauſed his Brethren 'to hate and en - 
him, aad-at-laſt to conſpire-moſt wick 
edly againſt hum, Gen. 37. 3+4;vi| 
'Fhe ſame is to be faid as to :the 
Diet, and other things , wherein .iti} 
no .{inall part of the Wiſdom yr Pal. 
it 
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pf ; rents, not to ſhew too much fondneſs 


il. to one above all the reft, *Phis does 
- nd | not hinder, but that Parents may, to 
«|| vefy good purpoſe, give Rewards to 


41. their Children for their Ads of Virtue, 
| for their ready and chearful Obedi- 
wr, ence to their Commands; for their 
Þ diligence and care in performing what 
a; was appointed them, &c. Whereby 
Fel. they who do ſuch things are encou- 
web. aged, and they who do not, but are 
; |. careleſs .and negligent, are puniſhed, 
> tf and ſpurred pp to amend their Faults. 
: of But when ſuch marks -of Favour are 
beſtowed, ?tis fit to let the reſt know, 
that if they do as well, :they alſo ſhall 
tl havea Reward : By which means they 
,F will ſee that Virtue and Goodneſs are 
\ the things which their Parents love 
| and eſteem moſt ; and for which-they 
wit - are ready to beſtow the_marks of their 
ml Aﬀection. 
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To ſuffer: them to live in Idlenehy 


themſclves :and others... The Dev 5 
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Lam. 


—_— 


Tie Duty of Parents as to the cutwmil 


Eftate of their Children. 


Third thing that belongs 'to te 
A care'of Parents, is, the ontwarf 


Eſtate of. their Children. 
Firſt, When they ar 


1. Duty,to chuſe ft for a Trade, ther] 
ought to chuſe. an honef} 


a fit Trade, for 


h -: 
we) .: Employment- for them; 


13- to ruin them : [If they haven 
fome uſeful thing or other to tak: 
up* their thoughts, they are in. grea 
hazard of finding ſomewhat to 4 
which is bad, 'and. hurtful both t 


always at hand to furniſh Occafionsu 
idle Pcople, tor cmploying themſelve 
to their own deſtruction. 

The Atvenians (who for a gret 
while were reckoned among{[t p 
wiſeſt People in the World,) were 
ſenſible of the neceſſity and importanc 
of Childrens being bred up to font 
Lawful: Trade and En 
ployment, 
Laws * they obliged then 

{ 


* See Plut. 
in Solone, 


\ wo. 
_ 
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that by ther}, 
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to maintain their, Parents,, and to ſup- 
ply them in their old Age, only upon 
this ſuppoſition, ' that. their Parents 
had been careful to teach them an ho- 


| neſt Trade: Otherwiſe by\their Laws, 
* Children were not bound to provide 
| for them. Tho? this is not to be 
F brought into Practice amongſt Chri- 


ſtians, it being - contrary to Chriſtian 
Principles, tor Cluldren upon any Pre- 
tence whatſoever to-neglect their Pa- 
rents. in diſtreſs, Yet this Example 
ſheweth;-: how -great, a-Crime it - was 


reckoned amangit the wiſer Heathens, 


for Parents not to. breed up their 
Children to ſome honeſt" Employ- 
ment, 

As to the particular kind of Em- 

yment, wherein Children :are to 
pend;- their days, \it :1s. to be: left to, 
the diſcretion and- prudence of Pa- 
rents: They , are ſo to inſtru and 
diſpoſe the - minds of their Children, 
that they may-be ready to be deter- 
mined. to -any Trade or manner -of 
Life thats honeſt, which their Parents; 
think beſt and mecteſt for them t0- 
tollow : But 'yet a great regard 1s,to 
be had to the particular Genins and 


|, Inclination of Children, which ordina- 


H 3 rily 
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rily diſhoſeth- them more for one fort | 


of Employment than another : I& wij 


make ther! more diligent in learning | 
their Trade, when they have a de | 


Tight m if Otherwiſe, if they ate par 


forth to a Trade againſt their mind | 


they are more likely fo neglet it, 
or to break off from i, Seldom dg 


ſieff Perfons attain wnto great Perfedi. | 
O02 in their —_— who! folloy | 


ir 2g4inſf the Grain. 


As for thoſe whoſe | 


Mviceto thife great and plentiful Eſftay 


who bave gear jr; the World doth rai | 


: them above the neceſſity 
Abe: lefew f porting forth- thes 
dren, Children to a Trads, 
| they onght notwnthitmd. 
ing to be careful to bring then! op, 
rot fr Idfenefs and Vanity; but in- fach 
Stadies and Exercifes, as are moſ 
proper for them, and whicly tend 
**'Twa excet. Make them ſerviceable 
kently ſaid by &- Ther Generation *. | 


gefilans King of Lacedemonr, We muſt reach | 
Children whiar they ſhould do when rhey ae | 


Men. 
| When Got created Adam after his 


F 
L 


own. Image, and placed him in the 
Garden of Eden, which, no douts, | 
| was | 


tio 


OSFfEPs +8 
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was the: molt Honourable State that: e- 
ver Man was un upon Earth, yet! he 


did not ſuffer him to. live in Idlenef, 


m—_— 


" He appointed him an Employment, to: 


wit, to dreſs and keep the-Garden: 
The greater that Mens: Poſfeſſions 
are, they ought to be ſo much, the 


* more concerned in the right: Educa- 


tion of their Children, that {6 they 
may be made the more fit to-Inherin 
their Wealth and Riches. How mueh 


| reaſon had the Philoſopher Crates to 


+ Plurarch. 
Educar. 


lay, * that if he might, 
he would go up unto - ,, 
the higheſt place of the 


City, and there beſheak: the Cigizens 


in this manner. ©O Men! whak 
« meat yo to be: at © much pains, 
ant fo mcefiantly to. buke your 
© thonglkts, how to heap up Wealth 
v 2nd Riches; and yet: to, take ft 
« litele care of your Children, wo 
© whom you are to kave all theſe 
* things! Upon which, Pletarez hath 
tus wiſe RefteQion : © That ſuck: Pa- 
* rents are very hke thoſe Fooliſh 
«* People, who have a great. deal -of 
* cave of their Shoe, but none at all 
* of their Foot. | 
H Great 
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Actions and Deſigns, which may he 


ety to which they belong; 


I52 Advice to Parents. 


Great and Rich Men, therefor, 


ought to be very careful that their 
Children be well Educated ; that the 
be inſtructed in uſeful Arts and $5. 
ences, which may not only affori 


Pleaſure and Delight unto their mind] 
but may be of uſe and advantage ty} 
them in their Converſation in th| 


World. Above all, they ought ty 
endeavour, that- their Childrens mind; 
be poſlefied with a lively ſenſe of Re 
ligion, with: ſincere Love to God, 
with a fervent Zeal for his Glory, 
with a great delight in all thoſe thing 
which are truly Noble and Worthy, 
which tend to the . Honour of God, 


and the Benefit of Mankind, ' and witt | 
an utter abhorrence and deteſtatior | 


of all wicked Practices, of Prophane 
and Atheiſtical Company, and of eve- 
ry appearance of Evil; they ought 
to train them up in uſeful and pious 


of - Advantage to Church or State, 
that fo: they may prove a Bleſling to 
the World, and Pillars of that Soci- 


Great care ovght to be taken, to 


make them underſtand the Vanity 


0 


bei 


Riches and Honour, the great uncer- 
tainty | * 


V = 


x 
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 tainty and mutability-of the: things of 


this World, and: the many :Tentati- 

ons and Vexations which attend a plen-- 

tifot Eſtate and, great : Fortune. 
Endeavour. to. make them fſenlible, 


| tht/no Earthly. Enjoyments :are ca- 


pable' to ſatisfie their defires ;. that, 


| 23 the wiſe Man faith, Eccleſ. 5. 10, 
| He that loveth+ Silver, ſhall not be ſa- 


tified with Siler ;:-nor - be that loveth 
Abndance,- with 'tucreaſe + \ And that. 
they are fo far ''from- ſatisfying. the 
mind, that they diſtract if}, arid often- 

times - fill -1t- with greatge -ngeaſine(G,2 . 
that/ they. :occaſion'Þ.Cares;::and' Fears, 

and Temptations and Sorrows:. 

| Shew them likewiſe, that theſe out» 
ward and periſhing things add nothing. 
of real worth: unto © them, - that. a 


- | Hundred or a Thouſand a Year can- 


hot make them» one:- whit : either wiſer 
or better ; that their... Eſtates. cannot 
keep off Sickneſs or Pain; nor ſad and: 
ſidden Accidents ; and that they can- 
not defend them ſo much as one mor 
ment, from the approaches of the. King 


[of Terrors, . © + E 
* Shew them, what was the Pſalmiſt*s- 


Opinion of outward Greatneſs, - himſelf- 


{bring 'one of -the greateſt Men | of - his 
a ol 


g. _ 
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time, and therefore able to judpe 0 | 
the matter : Surely, ſays he, Pſal. 61 
9. Men of bigh degree are a Lye; » 
be laid in the Ballance, they are at 
getber lighter than Vanity. Great Ma 
are a Lye; that 1s, tney are not & 
ther what their own Vanity woull 
make them, or what Fooliſh Peopl| 
imagine them to be, to wit, anothe| 
fort of Beings than other Men. Th 
mw Co for _ are the ſar 
ing with the pooreſt Beggar 
are of the fame Mould, they hs, 
fare Paſſions, they are ſiþject | to. i! 
ſame diftempers, they are liable tot}. 
ſame accideats and miſchances, th 
are expoſed to moit part of: the fa 
Temptations, and to a great nf. 


Prov. 30. 8,. 9: to ſay, Give mem. 
Riches, left I be: full, and deny thee, « 
fay, who 1s the Lard, 
Shew them likewiſe, For what. «! 
it is that God' beſtoweth Riches aj: 
Honour upon them, that it is not 4 
gratifie their Luſts. and Paſlions, tolf. t 
dulge themſelves inVanity andFolly,y 
to have wherewith to give themſclvests: 
fall ſiving in whatover is ſuitable totha 
evrrept Inclinations ; that it is not; 
take to themſelves. a Liberty to "a 


wicker | 


. 
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| wickedneſfs;to trample upen whatever is 
Sacred, to countenance and patronize - 
thoſe who are prophane Mockers of 
Religion, who at the moſt Sa- 
| ered things thereof; Shew them that 
t & it is for better parpoſes, that the 
youll] great Lord of the World: beftows 
eopt} Riches, Power, and Honour on the 
oti} Sons of Men, even that: they may em- 
i | ploy themſelves, and all they bave, for 
av his Honour and: Glory, ew them, 
that to whom mach is given, of them 
re th] much [ball be required ; That God doth 
expea greater Service fron thoſe, 
x ypon whom he beftows greates En- 
kf - couragements : And therefore; that 
 fanj | they onght to employ themfeivess 25 
af: much as they can, in doing.his Wt, 
; and Glorifying his Holy Name ;. that 
4: they onght to encourage Religzon,. 
x | conntenance. thoſe who. are Pous arid: 
| Devout, to fet a Mark of Refpe&'npa 

i thoſe who fear and ove God, anggo 
s al | teſtifie their diſlike of thoſe who are 


ot 4 | Prophaneand lrrehgious, to endeavour 
t0lf . to-.curb and reſtrata them, ſa far as 
ly, they are able; and that they ought 
ext} to make it. appear, that these is' 0 


a: way for any body to recommend 
ot #1 themſelves fo cffecually to their By- 
wat} Vour and ERteem, as by their dehaving 
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time, and therefore able to judpe 0 
the matter : Surely, ſays he, Pſal. 61 
9. Men of bigh degree are a Lye; » 
be laid in the Ballance, they are alw| R 
getber lighter than Vanity. Great Ma} 
are a Lye; that is, tney are not &| it 
ther what their own Vanity woull} g 
make them, or what Fooliſh Pept} Ri 
imagine them to be, to. wit, another} $ 
fort of Beings than other Men. Thj pl 
ana x Agytins: are the ſa} hi 

ing with the pooreſt Beggar, thi} th 
are of the fame Mould, they have th mi 
farne Paſſions, they are ſiþject ' to. th} ex 
ſme diſtempers, they are liable tothþ up 
ſame accidents and maſchances, thy} co 
are expoſed to moſt part of: the fan th 
Temptations, and to a great najf m 
more, which made .4guy in his Prajef. ant 
Prov, 30. 8,. 9. to ſay, Give me nf} th 
Riehes, left I be. full, and deny thee, aq" col 
fay, who is the Lard, De 

Shew them likewiſe, For what. «af the 
it is that God' beſtoweth Riches af; teſ 
Hononr upon them, that it is not i Pri 
gratifie their Luſts. and Pallions, to to 
dulge themſelves inVanity andFolly,af: ih 
to have wherewithtogzve themſclvesty to 
fell ſwing in whatever is ſuitable tothaq! wa 
corrupt Inclinations ; that it is not 4) the 
take to themſelves. a Liberty to = 7 
wicke) 
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| wickedneſfs,to trample upon whatever is 


Sacred, to countenance and patronize 
thoſe who are prophane Mockers of 
Religion, who at the moſt Sa- 
exed things thereof, Shew them that 
it is for better parpofes, that the 


| great Lord of the World| beftows 


Riches, Power, and Honour on the 


| Sons of Men, even that they may em- 


oy themſelves, and all they have 
Fe Honour and: Glory. ew ther 


for 
that to whom mach is given, of thim 
much bal be required ; Ther God doth 


expe& greater Service fron; thoſe, 
von whortz he beſtows greates En- 
conragements : And therefore; that 


# they onght to employ themfeives: 25 
# much as they can, in ay Www, 
. art Gtorifying his Hoty 

4 they onght to encourage Religion,. © 
| conntenance thoſe who. are Pous arid. 


ane ;.. that 


Devout, to fet a Mark of Refpeet'n 


4 thoſe who fear and Tove God, anggo 
4: teſtifie their diſlike of thoſe who are 
4 Prophaneand lrrehgious, to endeavour 


to.curb and reſtram them, fa far as 


q. they are able; and thas they ought 


to make it. appear, that: thexe is'0 


4 way for any body to recommend 


themſclves fo cffecually to their Bu- 
vour and ERcem, as by their —_ 
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themſelves as the Followers of Jes 
Chriſt ought to do. 57 | 
+ Shew them alſo, how much- Perſe 


of meaner- Quality are influenced an 
Jed by the Example of [thoſe who ar 
Great and Noble, whoſe Actions 
generally of greater force than Lan 


* Antigonus * 
ſed this as an 
Argument to in- 
duce Zeno the 
Philoſopher to 
come 'to bim, 
* Tou. may,ſaid 
* he,be well aſ- 
&* ſured,that,by 


are with them *:; Th 
therefore, they ought ti 
ſhine before them in 1! 
the Actions of true Piet; 
and Virtue, that other, 
by ſeeing their gov 
works,” may be excite 
to imitate them, and jl 
to Glorifie their Fathe 


*5 of Macedon aVirtuous Perſon does in great med{ii 


.* For ſuch as Rulers and Princes be, ſuch lik 


' the ' Blood of thoſe many Souls, wt 
per by tollowing their ' Foot-ſtep; 


* teaching and 
*« inflruding 

«. me, you will 
« at the ſame. time inſtruft all the Macedonian 
* Forhe who contributes t»wards the making thekiy 


that is in Heaven. 


* diſp ſe all his Subjes for Virtuous ' Impreſſin: 


*: wiſe. ordinarily are they who depend upon ther 
Drog/'Laerc. 1n Zenone, 


Laſtly, Shew them, that if they ar 
Wicked and. Prophane, and ſo'by ther 
bad Example defile and corrupt other, 
then God will require at their Hand 


and 
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and walking after them in their Un- 
godly ways. 

In this-manner, they who. a are Rich, 
Great, and Honourable, who have no 
need to chuſe a "Trade for their Chil- 
dren, oughr nevertheleſs to teach them, 
(and that ſo much the more carefully) 
ſuch things as may make them truly 
wiſe and "zood. 

As for thoſe who in- Advice to 
tend to - apart _ or Ay gar gy 
more of their Children £ 
for the Holy Miniſtry, pbevend fr 
they ought, 1/7, to be rhe! Holy Mi- 
careful to ſerve God with niftry. i 
the beſt they have. For 
Curſed be the Decerver, which hath in his 
Flock a Male, and Poweth and. Sacri- 
ficeth unto the Lord a corrupt thing. 
Mal, 1. 14. They ought to Conſe- 
crate'to this Sacred Office thoſe of their 
Children who are moſt worthy in all 
reſpeas, who have not only - good 
parts, but who have alſo good Inclina- 
tions, and are apt to receive Religi- 
bus Impreſſions. . *Tis an argument 
they very little underſtand the great- 
neſs and difficulty of the Paſtoral Of- 
fice,. and have very little Senſe of Reli- 
glon, who think that God may be 
put 
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Refuſe of the Flock is ſufficient to he 


an Offering to him. How great Ingra. | 


titude 1s there in this ? Have not Pz- 
rents received from God freely and 
undeſervedly, all the good things they 
enjoy, and particularly their Children! 
When therefore they deſign to beſtoy 
one or other of them for his more 
immediate Service, they ought to give 
tim the" beſt, and not fuach a one a 
is unfit to be employed in any ather 
ordinary buſineſs, which requires. 2 
Perſon of tolerable Senſe and Diſcre- 
tion. 

2dly. They ought to have a ſingle 
Eye bs the Glory of God, I 
to govern themſcives by Worldly aud 
Carnal reſpeds and conſiderations 
They muſt not look upon the Min 
ſtry, as if it were only a Trade to 
get Wealth and Riches, or as a way 
to come to Honour, and to obtain Pre- 
ferment in the World. They ought 
to look upon this Holy Office with 
another Eye, to wit, as It is appoink 
ed: of God: for Divine and Spiritud 
ends, to guide and direa Mea in the 
way to Happineſs, to ſhew them what 
they muſt- do to obtalp Everlaſting 
Happineh, 


vat off with any thing, and that the | 


__ ra 
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lappineſs, and to avoid: Hell and De- 
ſtruction, to teach them how to fight 


| the good fight of Faith, how ta refiſt 


the Devil, how to overcome the 
World, and how to be preſerved from 
their deceitful and deſperately wicked 
Hearts. They ought to conſider, that 
Chriſtts Miniſters are appointed to be 
Shepherds and Watchmen, to feed 
and to: watch over the Flock, which 
he hath purchaſed with his Blood z to 
acquaint People with their danger. ; to 
call upon them early and late; to 
be upon their Guard, to quit them- 
ſelves like Men, to: be ſtrong in:the 
Lord and in the power of his Might. 
They mult confider that it belongs ta 
the Miniſters. of the Goſpel to deal 
impartially with all forts of People, 
and: not to. fuſfer Sin upon them, 
but to! reprove them plainly, to 
exhort them: ſerioufly to repent and 
amend; and to-diret them what they 
are to do for the time to come, leſt 
they fall again into the fame evil Pra- 
Aices and Cuſtoms. 

When therefore Parents defign a 
Child for the Holy Miniſtry, they 
ſhould at the fame time conſider; 
that he is to ſpend himſelf in the 
work 
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work of . the Goſpel, © that is, he muſt 
Study, and ' Pray, :and Watch, and 


Preach, and Vilit, and: Converſe, and: | 


do iall "other things which are needfil 
to ſave. Souls; he muſt be inſtant: in 
ſeaſon and out of ſeaſon; he muf 
often and- ſeriouſly conſider what is 
farther to be done to convert Sinners, 
to inſtruct the Ignorant, to: comfort 


the Afﬀicted; to relieve the - Poor, to 


excite.the Remiſs ahd Negligent, to. 
encqurage. the Diligent; to ſtrengthen 
the Weak, to.confirm the Strong, to 
dire&tthe Zealous, to reclaim the Erro- 
neous, to. convince Gainfſayers, to -put 
to ſilence the Ignorance* of - Fooliſh 
Men : And beſides all this, he muſt be 
ready .and willing . to Sacrifice his life 
in the Service of his Great Maſter, 
if he be called thereto:3 he muſt 
count. nothing too dear, 'that he' may 
finiſh -his - Courſe 'with Joy, . and ap- 
prove himſelf to the great Shepherd 
and Biſhop of Souls. Thus Parents, 
when they deſign any of their Chil- 
dren for the Holy Miniſtry, ought to 
conſider that they are to be employed 
in the ,greateſt, the moſt painful, and 


moſt | none work in the World | 


and rn 
zdly, They 


A 
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zdly. They ought to do all that in 
them lies, to fit and prepare ſuch 
Children, that they may undertake 
this Sacred Employment as they ought 
to do.' More than ordinary care 1s to 
be taken that their minds be furnifh- 


| ed with good Impreſſions, that they 


he inſpired with a great Love to God, 
and with a mighty Zeal for his Ho-' 
nour and Glory. They muſt be daily 
trained up in the Practice of Humi- 
lity, of Meekneſs, of Patience, of 
Temperance, of Charity, and of -all 


| other Virtues and Graces; they mult 


be kept from ſeeing -and hearing bad 
things, ſo far as may be; their minds 
muſt be ſtrongly fortifted ' againſt 
Temptations : and all that is poſlible 
muſt be done, to keep them from 
the danger | that comes from evil 
Company, and corrupt Þ- Example, 
They muſt be entruſted to the good 
Condudt of Excellent . and Worthy 
Perſons, by whoſe means they may be 
formed to as high a ſenſe of true Piety 
as may he, - that fo, when they come a- 
broad into the World, their light 
may ſhine before others. | 

If Parents, who dedicate their Chil- 


| dren to the Holy Miniſtry, would, in 


this 
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this manner, endeavour to at the part 
of Men who have a lively ſenſe & | 
God. upon their Souls, who are pof- 
ſeſſed with a mighty Zeal for his Glo 
ry, and are earneſtly deſirous to pro- 
mote the Kingdom of Jeſus Chriſ,, | 
we might hope to ſee very ſpeedih 
the Bleſſed Effets of their Pious En 
deavours, Religion would flouriſh more 
than it does at this day, and Impi- 
ety and Irreligion would not fſo- muck | 
Triumph as, alas! they do. 
el — When, they 
2, EY, 4% are fit for Marriage, P>| 
ym. gy rents are ſo to. difſpok | 
of them, as that in al 
lixelyhood they may be happy in fad 
_ _ a ſtate of Life: * Thy 
 FCallias the axe not to conſtrain then 
Artenian, w@ (©, parry againſt. ther 
ded by ca Wil; for fuch Marte 
Grecks, becanſe £6. arc ſeldons Viappy: 
be gave bis they end too. offen. in 
Daughters ſomewhat or other ver 
Tragical and Calamitans, 
—_— to- one or tPother Party, 
liked beft. He- if not to bath. 
rodort. in Erato, 
Great care is to be taken, that ther! | 
be not too great inequality of on NY 
att | 
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fate and. condition; for that occaſions 
often: neglect and! contempt of. the Per- 
fon that is Inferiour to the other in 
fome External: Advantages : Nor yet 
too great Inequality of Years; for 


that doth likewiſe, ſooner or later, 


cauſe an Abatement and! Decay, and 
fometimes an atter ExtinQtion - of 
tet Refpatt and Love which is: ne- 
.clary to: / make thaſe who are. Mar- 
ried: Happy. 

Parents are not, in diſpoſing, of their 
Children jn Marriage, to govern them- 
felves wholly by their reſpe& to Riches: 
and Honour ;. bnt. are to have: a regard; 


40 Virtue ant Goodnefs, ſo far, as to 


prefer one. who: is Dafcreet and Wye, 


of a Virtuous and: gpod Diſpoſition 
ls avthcr that & fookith, 


or indif- 
tho! arcrended with: greater degrees 
of Wealth and 7 % Plur. in The- 
Honour, **Tis reported {0.0.7 

of Themfoeles,, a Famous 

Abenian Captain, that when: feveral 
young Men came m Snit of his Daugh- 
fer, he preferred. one who was a 


Wiſe and Virtuous Perſon, to another 


that was very Rich. When fome Peo- 


| ple wondered: a& this choice, he told 


them, 
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them, he had rather have a Man witk. 
out Money, than Money without ; 
Man. | 


Religion, to think: that ſo many ÞP: 
rents, - in diſpoſing of their Childre, 
only conſtder how much Wealth the 
may have, and what Friends and All. 
ances they may make, by marrying int) 
fuch -a Family ? or' what -Profits an 
Preferments may be expected thetehy' 
As for - any other thing, they do nit 
much trouble their. heads about it; 
They 'know no other Happineſs bu 


in the things of this life, and therefor} 


they ſeek nothing elſe for their Chil 
dren, but to. make them Great an 
447113, _. Wealthy; * by . who 
* The ſad Ef< ;means it :often comes 
fets of marr) paſs that they bring thi 
g very , leud. Childeen.: | i m 
and profligats Children-into a moſt nt 
Perſons. _ ferable and unhappy flat 
of life; in which the 
muſt pine away their. days in Sorroi 
and- Grief, in the company of Foodlil 
and Wicked 'Wretches, - who. are oft 
in a_tury-and rage, who ſpend thei 
time::1n (Gaming and Drinking, uf 
Curſing - and - Swearing, in Quarrellis 


What a great reproath is it to onf- 


and Fighting, in Whoring and Raniſh 5 
F : 7 al [ 
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and ſuch like woful doings ; which can- 
not but prove to thoſe, who have any 


' the leaſt degree of real-goodnefs, ſo. ve- 


ry nneafie ;and dfflictive, that Wealth 
and Riches: can' make no. amends. for 


them; Such unfortunate Perſons can- 
'F not! but often envy, the : happineſs: of 


thoſe who are In a very poor and low 
Eſtate and Condition, but yet live in 
Peace and Quietnelfs, in Love and Con- 
cord, and in the fear. of Cod ;. and, ſo 
enjoy real ſatisfaction ,and, contentment, 
and/have a great  deal-jof Comfort to 
ſveeten their outward, Wants and Ne- 


 ceſſities. ' For: as the; Wiſe: Man! ſays, 


Prov. 15. 16:17. Better 15 little 'with 
the fear of the Lord ; than great Treaſure, 
and Trouble 'therewith, ' Bettey 1s a Din- 
ner of Herbs where Love v5; than a: {tall- 
ed Ox, and Hatred therewith,  . 
But beſides all this, it too often falls 
out,, that they who are given in Marri- 
age to Vicious and Profligate. Perſons, 
are, ſooner or later, involved in thoſe 
Judgments, which are cauſed by the 
Sins and Follies of the Perſons to whom 
they are matched.' ?Tis /true, ſuch 
Perſons have a great deal to, ſupport 
their Spirits, if they have not. been 
Partakers with them in their _ 
O 
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of Darkneſs : In this caſe, there':is g 
doubt but their Merciful and Graciox 
God will order what they ſuffer fv} 
'their good. But, alas! it too ofta} 
comes to paſs, that they who are w| 
equally yoked, either with Perſons 


a falſe Religion, or of a Wicked Likf 


do by degrees degenerate from theaf 
ſtrict and Virtuous Education : Thi 
Formerly they ſeemed to have a right 
ſenſe of Religion, and a great Incli 
:tion to the beſt things, yet ſooner af 
:later, by the 'Example and Perſwd 
ons of their 'Irreligious and Atheiſt 
cal Relatives, they loſe all ſenſe « 
God, and give up themſelves t 
-all manner-of Wickedneſs. ?Tis ai 
of Fehoram, who was Educated unde 


a Religious Father, Fehboſaphat, 2 Chu 


21, 6, That he walked im the way of tt 
Kings of 'Iſrael, like as did the Houſe i 
Ahab , for he bad -the Daughter -of % 
hab to Wife, &c. Where ?tis ven 


obſervable, that this unequal Marriagf, 


-of Jehoram, is noted-as-the cauſe of ts 
- Wickednes. And from ttit 


ollowing Verſes it —_ how .m| 
ell upon him fi} 


ny heavy Judgments 
'hisImptety. p 
"ot 
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To what hath been faid may be 
added, that the hurt and inconveni- 
ence attending ſuch Marriages, does 
not only affet the Married Perſons 
themſelves, but likewiſe extends to 
their Off-ſpring and Poſterity, who 
are in great danger of being corrupt- 
ed, as to their Religion and Manners, 
by the Influence and Example of their 
Parents. Tis obferved as one'princi- 

cauſe of the Wickedneſs of Reho- 
bogm, (1 X*1gs 14. 21.) That bis Mo- 
ther was. an Ammoniteſs z which is re- 
pented, -v, 31, to:ſhew us that *tis a 
matter which Qeſerves to be taken 
motice 'of, To the fame purpoſe *tis 


| faidof Abaziab King of Judab, (2 Xing, 
8,27.) That he walked in the way 
. the _ of Ahab, and did Ewil-in t 


yin of the Lord, as did the Houſe of 
Ahab ; 'for he was the Son in [mw of the 
Hoſe - of Ahah- 

Thirdly, Parents are to 3. Dwy, abut 
provide for 'them, 'if they providing ſorae- 


' ean, ſomewhat that may hat that may 


be a 'Foundation for their ibe the ſoundation 
| Conifortable Subſiſtance re confer- 
 In;the 'World 3; which'by inthe World. 


. the Bleſling .of Gotl on 


' their Callings, may be improved to- 
wards 
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wards their living decently and ho- 
neſtly, For this end, they ought to 


keep within Compaſs, and to avoid al | 


vain and unnecellary EXPCnces. Px 
"rents ought to lay up for the Children, 


 fays the. Apoſtle, 2 Cor. 12. 14. And | 


2 Tim. 5. 8. He that provideth not for by 
own, tis worſe than an Infidel. 
Parents are. not to propoſe to then: 
{clves, the rendring their Children ve, 
by Great and Rich : But as they them- 
ſelves having Food. « and Rayment, are to 
be ther py content ; {o, it they can get 
Neccllaries for their. "Children, they 
ought .to reſt ſatisfied, and be thank 
ful” Our Life. (that is, .the happineſs 
of our Life) doth not conf} ft in the abun- 
a_ of a things we poſſeſs, Luke 
12, | 
"Fg you are to provide for your 
Chitdrey, yet you are not, out of too 
great thoughtfulneſs about. the time to 
come, to reſtrain your ſelves from do- 
ing all neceſſary Offices of Charity to 
the Poor, who do now ſtand in nee 
of your help : Never neglect a preſet 
Duty for fear of an uncertain incon- 
venience: Yon are forbid to take thought 


for the Morrow, Mat.. 6. 34. But you | 


are required to do good to all Ae 
while 


bm, (to wit, thy poor Brother): an 
I 
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while you have opportunity, Gal. 6. 10. 
To caſt your Bread upon the Waters : to 


| give a Portion: to ſeven, as alſo unto eight, 


becauſe you know not what evil there may 
be m the Earth, Eccleſ. 11. 1, 2. This 
is the way to lay up Treafures for 
your Children z to entail upon them 
great Bleſſings z to make God their 
Guardian ; to leave them to his Mer- 
ciful and kind Providence, and to his 


Almighty Protection. Pſal. 37. 25, 26. 
1 bave been young, and now am old ; 


jet have I not ſeen the Righteous forſaken, 
nr bis Seed begging Bread, He is ever 
Merciful and lendeth, and hs Seed ts 
Bleſſed. So that by your Bounty and 
Charity, you bring your Wares to a 
zood Market, you put forth your Mo- 
ney into God's hands, who will not 
fail to repay it with Uſury, For as 
the Wiſe Man faith, He that bath 
Pity upon the Poor, lendeth unto the Lord, 
and that which he hath givcn will he pay 
tim again. Prov. 19.17. The Liberal 
Sl ſhall be made fat, and he that water- 
th, ſhall be watered alſo himſelf, Prov. 
11,25, He that gives to the Poor ſhall 
wt lack, Prov. 28. 27. And Deut., 15. 
10. It is written, Thou ſhalt ſurely give 


thy 
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thy heart - ſhall not be grieved, when thl 


giveſt unto him ; becaufe that for th 
thing, the Zard thy God ſhall bleſs thy 


in all thy Works, and in all that til 


pate thine hands unto. And in th 
piltle to the Hebrews, chap. 6. v, 1, 
it is faid, God 'is not unrighteous to jy 


get Jour Work, and Labour of Lon | 
which you have ſhewed towards bis Nam, | 


in.that you bave miniſtred to the Sdinh 
and do miniſter, From all which it 
ears, that Charity and Liberality ar: 

e beſt Husbandry. 

As you are to beware, leſt your car 
for your Children, make you negkt 
neceſſary Duties of Charity ; ſo yn 
are to take heed, leſt you uſe ay 
unlawful Method to get Wealth ty 
beſtow upon them : This is not a wy 
to make them Rich ; for ſuch Ricks 
{ſeldom proſper : There is a Curt 
which attends ' all unlawful Gain, a 
like a Canker eats it out, and c- 


fumes it. All Ages and Places #f 


ford Examples, which confirm this 0 
ſervation. Wealth gotten by Van, 
ſaith - Solomon, ſhall be diminsſhed, Pri 


13. 11. And again, Prov. 10. 3. 


faith, Treaſwes of Wickedneſs profit w- 


thing, And Jer. 17. 11, 'tis _ 
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the Partridge fatteth on. Eggs, and batcheth 
theme 1ot,, ſo be pbat getteth Riches and 
wt by right, fhall leave them in the 


| midi of his days, and at his end ſhall 


te a Fool, A ſmall Eſtate got honeſt- 
ly, is a hundredfold better than a vaſt 
and plentiful Eſtate purchaſed by un- 
zghteous Methods. little, ſaith the 
miſt, P/al. 37. 16. that a Righteous 
Man bath, 1s better than the Riches of 
many Wicked. And, Better, faith So- 
kmon, Prov.16,8, ts a little with Righte- 
fue than great Revenues without 
Rat. 
ke it is the Duty of Parents by all 
Honeſt and Lawful ways, to provide 
pmewhat for their Children, and to 
eſerve it for them ; ſo they ought 
in due time to beſtow upon them 
more or leſs of what they have ac- 
quired and purchaſed, and not wholly 
to delay the doing of this until their 
own Deceaſe. They ought, ſo far as 
they can, to afford their Children 
whatever their preſent Neceſſities or 
their  Lawfal Occafions do require : 
And the more Virtuous and Induftri- 
as they ſee therr Children, they ought 
to give them ſo much the more 1i- 
berally, that they may have not only 
I 3 what 
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what is abſolutely neceſſary for then, 


but likewiſe, what they may improxe | 


for the bettering their Eſtate in the 
World ; that they may live decenth, 
and may alſo have ſomewhat wherewith 
to help and relieve others. How great 
a Reproach is it to fome Perſons, who 
have a great deal of wealth, out 
a woful covetous Temper to ſuffer 
their Children to go in Rags, and ty 
depend upon the Charity or good Ni- 
ture of others, for a piece of Bread! 
Such Parents muſt needs be very un- 
natura), whoſe Bowels are not ſtirred 
with Compaſſion towards their Chi. 
dren, when they ſee them in diftrek 
and want; and who do not all they 
can for their necellary Supply and 


Aſſiſtance. IJ 
| But, tho Parents ought 
poet ej to give their Childra 
eught to be uſed Chearfully and. ſeaſonably 
in beſtowing more or leſs of ther 
their Worldly \Worldly Goods, yet the 
_—_—_ ther muſt have a care, leſt out 
. of an indiſcreet fondnel;, 

they give them more than their own 
circumſtances will permit. How many 
{ad Examples are there of Children, 


Parents, 


who have either wholly neglected ther 


Advice to Parents. 173 
parents, or who have not carcd for 
them as they ought to have done, ſo 
ſoon as they were punt into the Poſ- 
ſeſſion of their Eſtate and Fortune ? 
Whereas formerly, they ſeemed to 
carry themſelves with all poſſible Duty 
and Aﬀection, no ſooner did their Pa- 
rents beſtow all they had (or at leaſt, 
the greateſt part) upon them, but they 
begun to grow Inſoleat towards them, 
and went- on to {o great a height of 
undutifulneſs, that their poor Parents 
were forced to leave them, and thence- 
forth to live in a very melancholly and 
mournful condition, ?Tis therefore 
the Wiſdom of Parents, fo to give 
ther Children, as ſtill to reſerve to 
themſelves what is needful for their 
own ſupport : They ought rather to 
keep their Children in a dependance up- 
on them, than that they ſhould depend 
upon their Children. To this purpoſe is 
the Advice of the Son of Syrach, Eccle- 
laſticus 33. 18, 19, @©'c. Hear me, O 
ye great Men of the People, and hearken 
with your Ears. ye Rulers of the Congre- 


| gation, Give not thy Son and Wife, 


thy Brother - and Fricnd, power ever thee 
while thou lieſt, and give 1n9t thy Goods 
to another, leſs it repent thee, and thou 


lÞ ttrent 
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intredt for the ſame again. As long 


thou liveft and baſt Breath in thee, ging | 


mot thy ſelf over to any. For bettery 


is that thy Children fhoutd ' ſeok to thi, | 


#han that thou ſhouldeſt ſtand to their Cour. 
refie. In all thy works keep to thy { 
the Preemmence, leave not a ſtain i thi 
Honour, At the time when thou fhat 
end thy days and finiſh thy Life, diſtri. 
bute thy Inheritance. 
4#hly. ?Tis the Duty of 
4. Duty to have Parents to have their Will 
ES nd and Teſtament in read 
| Reatbteſs, © neſs. They ought, while 
they are in Health, to d&- 
Sermine the ſeveral Proportions of 
their Worldly Goods, which they in- 
tend to beſtow on their Children, and 
not to leave the doing of this till the 
very immediate approach of Death, 
A wiſe Man ought ſo to diſpoſe of 
bis affairs in time, that when he comes 
to die, he may have as httle work 
to do as Is poſſible. 
"Tis very unfit, on ma- 
The great In- ny - accounts, to leave the 
p own = * ordering of thoſe things 
pres. Fogg which relate to a Man's 
| Eftate unto the laft hour. 
For, 1, No Man knows if he _ 
ave 
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have a leiſurely Paſſage out of the 
World, ſo as to have time to ſettle 


bis affairs ; a thouſand Accidents may 


prevent this ; of which ſee- [Diſcourſe 


about the right way of Improving Out. 
Time, M>tive 2d.] Td 

24ly. Tho? you ſhould have time or 
your Death-Bed, for ordering your 
Temporal Afﬀairs, yet what 4gnifies- 
Time (conlidered abſtracttly and ſepa- 
rately) if you are not fit to uſe it ? 
For ought you know, your Sicknels 
then may ſo affect your Head, that 
you fhall- not be able to aq any longer 


' 4 rational Creatures, but muſt be go- 


verned and taken care of þy others, 
& if you were Children y_ the 
Breafts, or perhaps as Perſans in a 
much more fad and lamentable condi- 
tion, Now therefore, it is fit for all 
who are wife, to provide againſt fuch 
Caſualties, and not to delay fo impor- 
tant and neceffary a work to an wm- 

certain Moment. | 
34ly. Suppoſing yon have a leiſurely 
paſſage out of this Life, together with 
the uſe of your Reafon all the wiule, 
yet conſider, that you are likely to 
have enough to do in your laft hours, 
tho? the ordering of your Temporal 
Ta, CON- 
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Concerns do not then lie upon your 
Hands. Your Spiritual Enemies wil, 
very probably, at that time, muſter yy 
all their Forces, and uſe their utmof 
Effort, either to conquer you,- or ty 
frighten and diſturb you : You wil 
then find that all your Preparation i; 
titele enough, that you may finiſh your 
courſe with ſoy : The fight of Death 
wilt make you fee a great many things, 
far otherwiſe than you ſaw them in 
time of Health : The things of this 
Life will then appear very little and in- 
conſiderable, and Eternity will appear 
asa yaſt and boundleſs Ocean:Your Hoo 
actions will appear but very few and in- 
perfe&, and your Sins and Follies very 
many and great. Thus it is generally 
with the beſt and moſt Holy Perſons; 
and therefore, ?tis your wiſeſt and ſafeſt 
courſe, to diſpatch, not only as much 
of your great Buſineſs as you can be- 
fore the approach of Death, but like- 
wiſe to diſpoſe of your Worldly Cor- 
cerns in ſuch a manner,that they may not 
prove a hindrance and a burthen to you 


at that time, when you are to havea | 


ſharp Confli with the King of Terrors, 

But beſides all theſe Conſiderations, 
which ought to excite you to put 
your 
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our Houſe in order, in time of your 
Health 3 conſider farther, that by {o 
doing, you will prevent a great deal 


of Trouuble and Confuſion, and of 


Strife and Diviſion, which oft-times 
happen amongſt Children, when their 
ſeveral Portions are not aſſigned them. 
by the Will of their Parents. How 
ad is it to reflec upon ſo many In- 
ſtances of this kind, as have happened 
in our days ! It cannot but be look'd 
upon as a great Reproach to our Holy 
Religion, to ſee Brethren, and ' other 
near Relations, contending, and going 
to Law with one another, and there- 
by laying the Foundation of laſting 
Variance and Diſcord, of Bitterneſs 
ad Wrath, of Anger and Clamour,, 
of Malice and Envy, @c. which too 
often are concluded, with the Deſo- 
ation and Deſtruction of one or other 
of the contending Parties, if not of the 
whole Family. 

How needful therefore is it for Pa- 
rents to make their Will in good time? 
when they are in Health, when their 
Underſtanding is good, when their. 
Memory is gn when they are able 
to think of Buſineſs, and to judge 


calmly and diſcreetly of what they 


Il5 0o ; 
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do; when they can call to mind wht 
they owe, and what is owing t 
them. 

And becauſe of the great Falſehool 
and Wickedneſs of the World, h 
which it often happens that the tm 
ſenſe of Mens words are perverte, 
it is likewiſe very fit that Parents, i 
ſetting their Houſe in Order, have th 
advice of thoſe who are Skilful, Up 
right, and Faithful Perſons, by _ 
Afﬀiſtance their Will may be fra 
in ſuch Terms and Expreſſions, as my 
" (fo far as is poſſible) prevent the Cz 

vis of Crafty and Ungodly Men. 

As Parents enght t 
Great care to uſe a great deal of Ca 
py on tion and Circumſpedin 
dians for Chil. © al thi DSS relating " 
dren. their laſt WII, {0 parts 
| cularly in the choice 
- Gnardians for their Children, ws, 
after their own Deceaſe, may at th 
part of Parents towards them, an 
may promote their Happinefs and Wy: 
fare, both in Temporal and Spiritud 
things. If you know amongit you 
-near Relations thoſe who are Wik 
and Prudent, True and Upright Per 


fons, who fear and loye God, and «f 


whoſ: 
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whoſe ſincere kindneſs you have had 
long experience, *tis very reaſonable to 
prefer them before Stran- | 
ers. * But if you have * Twas an 
| oe others more ſincere CO on + 
and upT tght, more Ppru- _- be > 
dent and diſcreet, more Guardians, whe 
kind and loving, more ae @ right #0 
conſtant in their Friend- #5 Childrens 
fip, and more faithful to ates ther 
your true Intereſt, than pjog. Lacrt. 
your nearer Relations in Solane, 
have been, you ought ra- 
ther to entruſt your Children to their 
care, than to thoſe, who, tho? your 
Kinfnen, have given you no great 

ound to expect much kindneſs and 
FithfulncH at their hands towards your 
Children. If they have not been very 
faithful to you, ?tis but madneſs to ex- 
pet that they ſhould prove more Faith- 
ful to them. Tho' they may grow 
better, yet no wiſe Man ought 'to 
truſt ſo great and dear a concern'to 
ſuch an uncertainty. | 

Thus I have ſhewed you: what are 
the »principal Duties you owe to the 


Souls and Bodies of your Children, 
and what yon are to do for them as 


to thar outward -Efiate. 


; 

41-4 
EF 
i 3 

V5 
tt 
4: \ 
4 7 
[5 
x. 
46:3 
> 3h 
4X + 
3 
is {6 
| 

eK; 

LS 8. 
$5 
tk! 

; h 
: -.1 - 

FN 

a 
++: 

' LIP 

L 
1: 
by LS 


180 Advice to Parents. 


—— 


The above mentioned particulars earneſtly 
recommended to Parents. 


| what hath been ſaid you may 
ſee, what a weighty and difficult 
Charge you have; the tenſe whereof 


ſhould excite you to beg of God ear- | 


neſtly every day, that he would 
dire and aſſiſt you, to perform the 
Duties that belong to Chriſtian Pa- 
rents. 

That you may the better a& your 
part; *tis fit for you, when you call 
your: ſelves to an account about your 
Lives and Converſations, to make en- 
quiry particularly how you perform 
the Duties of Parents towards your 
Children, as to their Souls, their Bo- 
dies, and Outward Concerns : And if, 
upon ferious enquiry, you find that you 
{iincerely endeavour to do whatever 
you know your ſelves to be bound to 
do for them; then bleſs and praiſe 
God, who. gives you both to will and 
to do according to his good Pleaſure : 
Beg his pardon for thoſe' ImperfeQi- 
ons and Defects that attend all Hu- 
mane A&tions, Reſolve to go on, and 

not 
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not to grow weary in your Duty to- 
wards them ; that ſo they may be as 
happy in all reſpe&s, as 1s pollible 
for you, by the help of God, to make 
them. 

But if. upog inquiry, you find that 
you have been very negligent in your 
duty towards your Children ; that you 


' have done very little good for their 


Souls, and not what you ſhould, and 
might have done for their Bodies and 
outward Eſtate ; and that perhaps you 
have done them a great deal of hurt 
by your Evil Counſel, and Prophane 
and Wretched Example ; that you have 
led them on in the Broad Way, which 


| leads to the Chambers of Death; thar 


you have robbed God, who beſtowed 
them on you, of their Service and Obe- 
dience; and have made them the Ser- 
vants of Sin ; that you have contribu- 
ted to the making them Heirs of Wrath, 
and Children of Diſobedience, who were 
made by their Baptiſm, Children of God, 
and Inheritors of the Kingdom of Heaven ; 
that you have done what tended to de- 
ſtroy eternally thoſe Souls and Bodies, 
which God intruſted with you,. that 
you might take care of them, and do 

| what 
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what you could to make them happy, 
If, Ifay, upon enquiry into your hearts 
and lives, you find your ſelves guilty of 
thoſe things, how great reaſon have 
you to be in bitterneſs and grief of 
Heart, to weep and lament, to abhor 
your ſelves in Duſt and Afhes, to con- 
feſs and acknowledge your Sins with 


great Humility and Contrition, to im- | 


plare the Divine Mercy and Forgive- 
neſs with all earneſtnefs, for the fake 
of his dear Son ; to reſalve and purpoſe 
fincerely 'to amend your ways and do- 
ings z to beg Grace from God, that he 
would afliſt you, that he would com- 
paſs you about with his Salvation, and 
never leave you nor forſake you ; that 
he would give you his Holy Spirit to 
fanQifie you, to waſh and cleanſe you, 
to lead and guide you, to ſupport and 
ſtrengthen you, to revive and quicken 
you, to carry you from ſtrength to 
ſtrength, and from Grace to Grace, 
till you come and appear before him 
in Sion. 7 
Conſider the particular things where- 
in you have hnrt the Souls of your 
Children, and failed in your Duty to 
them, as to thcir Bodies and Outward 
Concerns : And the more you find = 
ve 
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have done amiſs, reſolve ſo much the 
more to be zealons to do them good ; 
to double your diligence in promoting 
the welfare and happineſs both of their 
Souls and Bodies, Tell them fo far as 
is meet, what you now ſee and feel ; 
let them know that you have been 


| ont of the way, that you have miſled 


them, and brought both your ſelves and 
them in danger of being undone, and 
ruined Eternally : Teil them what you 
reſolve tp do, and what you and they 
onght to do, and muſt do, or elſe that 
you will certainly periſh. Delay not to 
do this one moment : fly like a Bird out 
of the Snare of the Fowler. Your Souls 
te at the ſtake, and therefore do what 
Men ne to do to fave their Lives ; 
Skin for Skin, and all that a AMdarn hath, 
vi be give for bus Life. Men are ready 
to part with any thing to fave their 
Lives; They'l part with Houſe and 
Lands, with Silver and Gold, with their 
whole Eſtate and Subſtance, to ſave 
their Bodies alive, which muft die at 
kft, and, forought they know, may die 
within a very few days or hours. How 
much more ought you, that you 

fave your own Souls, and the Souls of 
ay bigs, > PU Os 

an 
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and unraly Luſts and Paſſions, your 
vain fooliſh Habits and Cuſtoms, which 
are your reproach and diſhonour, which 
are the worſt things in the World, 
which can do you no good, if you hold 
them ſtill, but will certainly do you a 
great deal of miſchief? They will 
prove the cauſe of your deſtruQtion ; 
they will deprive you of all that is 
good and excellent ; they will cut you 
off from. the favour of God, the Love 
of Chriſt, and the fellowſhip of the 
Bleſſed Spirit; they will likewiſe de- 
prive you of the Aſſiſtance and Miniſtry 
of the Holy Angels, and the Comfor- 
table Society of the Saints departed ; 
they will exclude you for ever from the 
Kingdom .of Heaven, the. Crown of 
Righteouſneſs, the Peace, the Joy, the 
Love, and Glory of the future State : All 
this your ſins will deprive you of ; and 
inſtead thereof, they will expoſe you 
to the Wrath of God, to the devou- 
ring fire, to Everlaſting Burnings, to 
blackneſs of darkneſs, to weeping and 
gnaſhing of Teeth, to the wretched 
and curſed Company of Devils and 
damned Souls, to the Worm which ne- 
ver dieth, which will gnaw you, and 


torment you for ever ; And will you 
chuſe 
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cuſe all this rather than part with 
your Luſts, that you may be for ever 
happy, and have fulnefs of Joy and. 
Pleaſures for evermore ? Will you be 
ſo mad, -as to prefer Hell and Death, 
everlaſting Miſery and Woe, to Hea- 
ren and Everlaſting Life, to Bleſſedneſs 
and Glory ? And will you ſtill conti- 
nne to be ſo cruel to your poor Chil- 
dren, as to draw them along with you 
to the bottomleſs Pit ? Now is the 
time for you to become either happy or 
miſerable ; if you repent and amend, 
and a& the part of Wiſe and Religious 
Parents, you may be happy; for God 
will have Mercy upon you. I/a. 55. 7. 
Let the wicked Torfake bis way, and the 
unrighteous Man bis Thoughts : And let 
bim return unto the Lord, and be will 
bave Mercy upon bim, and to our God, 
for be will abundantly pardon, Follow 
therefore the Example of the Pſal- 
miſt, P/al. 119. 59, 60. I thought on 
my ways, and turned my feet unto thy 
Teſtimonies, I made haſte and delayed 
not to. keep thy Commandments, Re- 
ſolve withont delay to forſake your 
wicked Cuſtoms and Praftices : Begin 
In earneſt. to work out your own Sal- 
vation ; and do all that lies in your 

power 
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power to make your Children wiſe 


£90d, 

But if, inſtead of this, you continne 
in your ſin and folly, ierting; at naught 
God's Counſels, and deſpiſiuz his Re- 
proofs, putting the Evil day far from 


you, promiſing your ſelves peace and | 


ſafety, tho? you walk after your own 
-Lufkts 3 making a mock at Sin, 

and laughing at all that is ſacred and 
ſerious ; and by your wicked Example 
deſtroying 'the Souls and Bodies of 
your poor Children ; then aflure your 
ſelves God wil not be mocked ; he 
wall at laſt whet is $Sward and bend 
his Bew, and make ready his Arrows 
againit his Adverſaries ; he will render 
to you according to your Works ; he 
will in no wiſe clear the Gmlty, Con- 
ſider the terrible threatning which is 
mentioned, Dew. 29. 19, 20. agank 
the Man, who, when he heareth the 
words of the Curſe, does bleſs himſelf 
in this Heart, ſaytng, 1 fhall hawe peace, 
tho” I walk in the rmagination ”y 
beart, to add drunkenneſs to thirft : [_Tbe 
Loyd wit nat ſparc him, but the anger of 
the Lord and bis jeatouſie fball ſmoke 4- 
gainſt that Man ; and all the Curſes that 
re 
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ge mritten in thes Book ſhall tre upon 
him, and the Lord ſhall blot out his Name 

from under Heaven} 
; | , 


Cm 
K——— 


Concerning the Duty of Parents when God 
removeeh their Children by death. 


He Death of Children as well as 

Aged Perſons, falls'out fſo- very 
often, that it cannot but be feaſoriable 
to a great many Parents to fuggeſt to 
them fone plam and eafie Confiderati» 
0s, _ they may — reflect 
opon, and imprint on their minds, 'that 
ſo they _— be furprifed with 
the death of their Children, nor ſwal- 
_ up of exceffive and mmoderate 
grief, 

Parents -onght to iconſi- | 
&r, when their Children 7: 7% a_ 
dre-frſt,that it is the Lord {2 50/cer 1has 
who does it : He who is -who avert. 
Lord of Life, who gave 
Life to themfelves and to their Chil- 
dren, is alſo Lord of death, and re- 
moves out - of the World whom, and 
#hen, he ſees fit, He is the great Pot- 
ter; and Man is the Clay, which he 


kath formed and faſhioned into a curi- 
ous 
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ous and beautiful ſhape ; and animate 
with an immortal Soul : When he er 
fit to break this brittle Veſſel in piece, 
and to ſeparate the Soul from it, _ wh 
can ſtay his Hand! Or who dare ſay uni 
bim, what doſt thou? May not he 
with his own, what he thinks good? 
Or muſt he give 2n account. of hi; 
Actions, unto the ivork of his ont 
Hands? He 1s infinitely great and pox- 
erful; and therefore will do accord. 
ing to his own good pleaſure : Hei; 
infinitely wiſe, and knows what's bel 
and fitteſt to be done : He is infinitely 
good and kind, and therefore wil 
order all things for good : And he; 

znfinitely juſt and righteous, and there- 
- fore can do no wrong, It's fit there- 
fore that Parents, when God remove 


their Children from them by Death, þ 


ſubmit chearfully to the will of him, 
who is infinitely powerful, wiſe, good, 
and juſt ; and that they. adore hi, 
and ſay with Ely, 1 Sam. 3. 18. It 
the Lord, let him do what ſeemeth him 
good, And with the Royal Pſalm, 
Pf. 39. 9. I was dumb, I opened not m 
Aouth ; becauſe thou didſt it.- 


Secondly, 


vb] 
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Secondly, they ſhould 
confider that :their Chil- 2: They ought 


dren were . born Mortal, why - 


| frail by Nature, ſubject were born mor- 


to a neceſſity of dying, ral. 
by their very compoſition 
and frame; and alſo by the Decree 
of Heaven, Heb, 9g. 27. It is appointed 
for all Men once to dye. And therefore 
when God ſees fit to remove them by 
Death, to make the Houſe of Clay fall 
down about their Ears, Parents ought 
not to be ſurpriſed, This is nathing 
but what falls: out daily : Some: iare 
going ont of the World, and ſome are 
coming into it : Sore are a great while 
vpon the Stage, and ſome-but a very 
ſhort while ; ſome no ſooner enter upon 
it, but preſently they are gone, and are 
ſeen no more 3 ſome take a few turns, 
and then they are withdrawn 3 ſome 
tarry longer, and Act a great part on 
the Stage, for a conſiderable time, and 
give hopes of yet greater Actions and 
Performances 3 but on a ſudden they 
are gone likewiſe, as a ſhadow; and 
all their own deſigns and projects, and 
the hopes and expectations of others 
fall to the ground. All this happens 
every day in the Courſe of things here 
in 
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in the World ; and therefore Parent; 
have-no reaſon to think it ſtrange whe 
they ſee their Children dye. The thiy 
that hath been, it is that which ſhall te; 
and that which is done, is that whit 
ſhall be done , and there is no new thin 
under the Sun, Eccleſ. 1. 9. 

And as it is with Men, ſo it is with 


alt things elſe, which live upon' the | 


Earth, or grow out of it : Some lix 
longer and fome a ſhorter while tha 
others of the ſame kind : Some pro- 
ſpþer and thrive, and others decay and 
periſh. Some things grow up in the 
Morning, and are withered ec're Nigh : 
Some things grow apace till they arc 
very near the time of ripeneſs and 
perfection 3 and then ſomewhat hap- 
peneth, which prevents the perfed 


growth, and makes the goodly appear- | 


ance come to nothing : Now, what are 
Men ? Moſes in his Prayer (Pſ. 90. 5,6.) 
tells us, In the Morning they are lik 
grafs, which groweth up ; In the Mom 
ing it flouriſheth and groweth up: In 
the Evening it is cut down and withe- 
e&th, And to the ſame purpoſe the 
Plalmiſt David ſpeaketh, Pfal. 103, 
I5, 16, As for Man his days are 4s 
graſs, as a flower of the field, ſo 
Flouriſheth, for the Wind paſſeth over i 
q 
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and it is gone, and the piace thereof fhall 
kwow it 10 move, Likewiſe Eſa. 40. 

1, it is thus written, The Yoice 


ſaid Cry. And be ſaid, What fhall I Cry ? 
| All fleſh is graſs, and all the goodli- 


neſs thereof 15 as the flower of the field. 
The graſs withereth, the flower fadeth, 
becauſe the Spirit of the Lord bloweth 
won it « Surely the People is graſs. 


| By all which it appears what Man 


is by Nature, to wit, a very weak 
and vaniſhing thing, ſoon nipt and 
brooght to nothing ; like the tender 
Graſs, and the Flower of the Field, 
which is more expoſed to the Winds 


| and other inconveniences, than the 


Flowers of the Garden, which the 
Gardiner preſerves and ſecures. 

The Gonfideration of thefe things, 
will zend-mightily to quiet the ' minds 


| of thoſe who calmly and wiſely refle& 


upon/them, when God removes their 
Children, or "other Relations from 
them by Death. Their caſe is not 
igutar, it 1s that which is common 
ad aſual amongſt Men ; -it is accord- 
ing'to the courſe of Nature for a mor- 
tal thing to die. Plutarch reports of 
Anaxagoras, an Ancient Philoſopher, 


| That when he was Diſcourſing to his 


Hearers 
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| Hearers concerning the Cauſes of Nz. | W 
tural Things, One brought him the | 
news of his Sons Death ; upon which, 
after, a little pauſe, he ſaid to thok | 
who were” preſent, I knew I begat ; | re 
Son that was Mortal, The Conſiders. Þ un 
tion of this did: quiet the Thoughts of Þ ou 
this Heathen, . / cid 
\ But what if the manner of the death Þ Ds 
of your Children be ſomewhat extre Þ ct 
ordinary, by ſome ſudden and unuſual F ne: 
Accident, or by ſome ſtrange and odd | th 
Diftemper ; are .you on this account | «« 
to. allow your ſelves in the exceſſes of | jo 
Sorrow and . Mourning ? No, in o fo 
ways: You are not therefore to' be Þþ tl 
tranſported into immoderate grief and | tic 
mourning. Shall you be vexed and || Go 
diſquieted, becauſe a Worm did eat || 0 
up your pleafant Fruit, or becauſe the | jo 
ſtormy Wind did blow away your love- | {Ul 
ly Flowers? Are you therefore to be | 8r* 
enraged and mad with anger againſt þ 74 
the Worms, or againſt the Winds? | 'm 
What would it mend the matter, if | 0 
you ſhould give way to your pailion | **, 
2nd anger never ſo much in ſuch a caſe? I} '% 
This would only multiply your loſſes, [PIE 
by making you loſe not only your Frutt 
and your Flowers, but your ſelves = | 
W hic 
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' Which they. all do, who loſe their P4- 

| tence, in which it is that we poſſeſs our 
10M ol 168,088, 90 DEP®t 


| When therefore your ; Children. are 
removed from you by Death, in Tome 
. & unuſual and extraordinary manner, you 
ought to look beyond Diſeaſes, or Ac- 
cidents, unto the Lord of Life and 


2th | Death ; who by his Providence order- 
trz | th not only. their death, but the man- 
ſual Þ ner of it. If the Sparrows fall not to 
xdd Þ the Ground, that is, die not, with- 


cut your Father : You may be ſure 
| your..Children do not die by chance, 
or. without the particular diſpoſal of 
their heavenly Father. As to'the par- 
ticular grounds and reaſons, for which 
God does after ſuch a manner ſee fit 
to put an end to your Childrens days, 
you are not. to be too curious. and in- 
quiitive. The Counſels of God are a 


be Þ| great deep * His ways aye m the deep 
aſt | 74ers ; and none by ſearching can find 
g? | Fim out unto perfedtion, Job 11. 7. Up- 
if | 00. ſuch occaſions all ought-to remem- 


ber. the words of our Lord, wheti they 


n e. 
>? F'0lThim of the Galileans; whoſe © Blood 
s, | Plate bath mingled with their Sactifices, 


Luke 13. 2, 3, 45 5. Suppoſe ye that theſe 
| Calileans were Sinners above all the Gali- 
K leans, 


"thy Addict vo Payeny. 
Ke gs they {fred, ſich things ) | 
xrept "ye repent, 
£ fot all exe eriſh. Or thoſe cif 
Fra Bive who the Taver of She Fell," a 
w them ne te they wm he Z 
above til Witch thit #wett in Jenin 
I'tell,you, Nay * Bis "exteyt 'ye Yen By 
Je ol Fall tkewife periſh. * © 5 
"fee "Witt was . Hartns crys W 
When" Gold Yemoved His 4wo Sons 
dab and 4bibuVy-a very extraortinilg 
Ttdke. Zevit. 10. 2. There went it ol 
Tromthe Lord 2nd devont®d then, Þ. 
'AHNd +, 3. *tts 127d, 'T'ttat Aaron Wiſe: 
'bis oi. ' He 4#id-ridt -trurttior pail Baof 
tie_Jltice 6f-Gol}, or toman ®' 


'*Ke Had"bech too Tevere. 

ent; "He #dbmitted ro the "Wil uh 7 

God, and. conſitered "that the Hon 

of Ged "tobe tearer to' Nith tha ; 

the Lives.o *His two Sorts. OY 
In fike mitther* we fe how ot . 

Tied hinwelf, When Gyd Com mn 


wk 1.1, 19. ET Sons ary 
ters were eating and LL F 


their eldeſt Brothers Blouſe * 0d Wi 
there came-a great Whid Hrs $7 te: 


derneſs, and ſinote the * four Coneri quan 
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' leis Hagſe, and it fall upon the young 
WEMEen, 010d they are dead. This was fad 
«98:60 the goad old Man, 'who had 

ward ſo much ill news before. But 

ret for all this, you ſee how patiently 

fem Me bare his AMiiction. He fell down 
ei Bapan the Ground and Worſhipped, and 
Jo (216 Naked came [ out of my Aothbers 
Bath, 41d naked ſhall T repurn thither - 
NB Lord gaue, aud the Lord hath taken 
int Bn, bleſſed be the Name of the Lord, 
MiB. 20, 21. This good Man was fo 
» Þ. Bir from Curſing.Gad, which Satan aid 
We world. do, that he hymbly adored 
ry of yorfhipped him. He was fo far 
Slſbom Blaſphemeing God, and from <n- 
*\-ſhetzining any diſhonourable Thoughts 
Nl ef him, -as if he had done any thing 
mo Enkichuhe-ought not to have done, that, 
tſethe contrary, he approved of all, 
_.. $& acquicſeed in the Divine pleaſure; 
Whe confidered, that all that he once an- 
U WHazed, was afree and undeſerved gift 
altFban/God, which he: fo-gave, as Rill 
nv | refervie -to thimfſelf the Supreme 
ww tower. of .diſpaling of dt, 'as:he Should 
rt 1Btink gaod:; and therefore, when all 
WlBnes-taken away from him, he blefled 
Be Name of ithe Lord ; | he did not 
y Quarrel -witth the Divine Providence, 
KR. 2 bur 
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but was heartily thankful, not only f 


preſent Correttion and 'Chaſtiſemey 
which .be knew to proceed from Infinj: 
Wiſdom, Goodneſs, and Juſtice. 


To the -abovementioned inſtanal 


from Scripture, . might be added ſever 
Examples of the patience and-.compy 
ſedneſs of Spirit, which ſome Heathen 


diſcovered, when their Children wenff yi 


ſuddenly ſnatched away by a violen 
and untimely Death. 1 ſhall only.mes 
tion two, related by Plutarch.. :' 
The 1/t is, of Dio of Syracuſe, wh, 
as he was buſie in conſulting with 
Friends about matters of importanc, 


heard a great noiſe and tumult in tkF' 


Houſe, which occaſioned his enquiri 
what the matter was ; and being toll 
that his Son was dead by a fall fron 
the Roof of the Houſe, he receive 
this ſad news without diſcovering al 
perturbation of Mind ; and having g- 
ven Orders that the dead Body ſhould 
be delivered into the - hands of tit 


Women, that they might take care dÞ 
it, and that it ſhould be buried in tif 


accuſtomed manner ; He went on 


his Deſign, to conſult with his Friend 
about the buſineſs that was before _ 
e 


the former i Mercies, but alſo for th|l;,: 


, 
/ 
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 Þ The other inſtance, is, of Xenophon,, 
ay ff;,h1o, when he was employed in offer- 
for thin Sacrifice, received the news of his 
emen{con's. being, killed in Battel 3 | at the 
nfiniehearing of which he pull'd- off the 
Garland from his Head, wherewith it 
was then covered, and having askt the 
manner of his Son's Death, and being 
told that he died fighting valiantly for 
fs Country, he quickly brought his 
Mind, which was a little diſturb'd, in- 
to ſubjection to his Reaſon, and again 
-ME-F rutting on the Garland, he went on 
 Fith his Sacrifice, and told thoſe who 
wg bronght. him the news of his Son's 
i WH Death, > I neyer pray'd the. Gods to 
anc'l ” make my Son Immortal, or very long 
l ikB” lid (it being very uncertain if that: 
my” be expedient) but to make him an 
twill ” Honeſt Man, and a Lover of his 
fron ” Country : And now, ſaid he, I have 
ey” my delire. 
WF Thirdly, Conſider from 

&F whence, and whither they 3+ They ſhould 
out zre gone. They were *onſider from 
F herein a life of Vexati- —_— _ 
e al oand Trouble ; ſubje&t are gore, 2 
i to innumerable Vanities, - 
| bY Temptations, Snares, aud Dangers : 
y They were compaſſed about with great 
; k 4 and 


Nang 
ſever] 
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rd rertible Enemies. the Devif. 6 
World, and the Flefty « They were fl 
je@ to daily neceflifies and wants, | 
they tad lived never {6 long, they wow 
ofly have ſeit the ſafe things in a6 
tindal ficeeffion ahd revolntion : Af 
Example, heat and cold, fiir weathy 
264 fool, night and day, Suftrmer 6 
Wi ifiter, heatth atid freknels, play 
and poverty, peace arid: war, profþ 
ry and adverliity, ſacceeding ofrie tv xi 
nother : All things going round, By 
how they are delivered front all theft; 
they are at reſt, they are ſubſe tht 
triore neceſſities and wants 3 oppreſkd 
with tv more troubles and vexationt; 
expoſed fo ho more theres, tefhpte 
tions, or dangers; but exalted to ; 
ſtate of perfect Pexte, Joy, Love, ad 
Glory. They are 4s welt and bitter 
than you cat deffre : You are tot + i 
ble to comprehend the Happineſs thi 
they are admitted to, Wilt yor the 
be In continual forrow and grief fot 
your Children, when they are exalti 
to a Itate of Reft and Glory; whkt | 
they are where yon wonld rejoyce to 
be ; when their Grations Fathet hath 
freed them from the vain company bf 
the Work, and Tranſlated then It- 
| to 
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| to the. bleſſed Society of Angels, and 


of the. Spirits of. Jaſf Men made per-: 
oy when he hath put an end 'to, 
ir-Toit and; Labour, to, their Fight- 
ing and, Wreſtliog againſt their: Ene- 
mics, and beſtowed on them a Crown 
of Glory, and an Everlaſting Inheri- 
tance 3, when. he hath broken” their 
Bonds aſinder, wherein they were held, 
and kept in Captiyity and Slavery, and 


| kath put them into, a ſtate of . perfe&, 


and glorious Freedom 5 The copfide- 
ration. of theſe thipgs ſhould. mitigate 
ad aſſiwage your . Sorrow and - Grief, 
4nd. fill, you with unſpeakable Comfort. 
Shane... : x 
"But. forme axe apt to fay, I hovld re- 
jayce, if I thought that my Children, 


« © 


| who are dead, were in Heaven : But 


this I do. not know. As to this, you 
ire. net, to trouble your thoughts about, 


| it; for Gad dogs not fee fit. to ac- 


vaint you with fuch things. Szeret 
things keJoug to God , and things revealed 
if your Children, while. they were z- 
live; minded good things; aud if you 
did your part tq inftru& theg, and 
to make them what God requires them 
to be, you are not to be any fprther 

K 4 folicitous 
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ſolicitous about their Everlaſting ſtate: 
Yau are to hope that they, are very 
happy, and, you are to. comfort your 
ſelves with theſe thoughts. | 


Others are apt to ſay, I am afraid 


that my Children are not in a happy 
ſtate; they did yery bad things, and 
uſed bad Company ;. and therefore | 


have cauſe to fear, and to be troubled | 
about 'them, now that they are dead, | 


As to ' ſuch Parents, who have had 
wretched Children, they ought not to 
ſuffer their minds to be diſordered, 
and. oppreſſed, with Grief and Sortoy, 


becauſe their Children, who died, 'were | 


wicked, If they did their Duty to make 
them better ; if they adviſed and ad- 


moniſhed them ; if they reproved them, | 


and, as was fitting, chaſtened them ; if 
they delired others'to deal with them, 
to ſee what they could do towards the 
reclaiming of them ; if they prayed to 
God for them, and gave them a good 
Example : They are not any further to 
be troubled and diſquieted concerning 
them, 'when God takes them into his 
own hand; He is wiſe and'good, holy 
and juſt, he does all things well, for 
excellent and glorious ends ; and there- 
fore Parents ought to leave them - 
is 
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his Diſpoſal, who is the Supreme Go- 
rernour of the World, and Judge of 
the whole Earth. Whatever he does,. 
whether in Mercy or Juſtice, is always 
teſt, The Inhabitants of the other 
” World, . who are tranſlated into a.ſtate 
of Heavenly Glory, are not under the 
power of ſuch paſſions and partialities, 
ly $5 govern us here below.. The glori- 
fed Parents of damned Children, are 
aq $ ot under any uneaſineſs on that or 
aay other account : The Will of Gad. 
g, Fad his Glory is their all; they know 
) Fthat whatever he does is moſt perfe&t- 
ly juſt and good, and for his Honour ;. 
and therefore all things afford them 
great Pleaſure and Delight, true and 
llting Joy and Satisfaction of mind. 
4 Þ There's nothing able to. interrupt the 
J 
| 


tappineſs. and joy. of thoſe in Glory ; 
They are perfectly and eternally delie 
rered from all fort of evils, both of 
in and: puniſhment : They are placed 
aboye the reach of whatever may ren- 
der them in the leaſt uneaſte. | 
But there is a third fort; of thoſe 
who are troubled, not only becauſe 
their Children were bad and prophane, . 
but becauſe they were ſo through their 
example. or neglect. As for ſuch, 1 
TH have 
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have already in genetal ſhewed then 
what they onght to do. I ſhall only 
add ; That face they have been þ 
faulty and defeftive in their Duty te 
wards their Deceafed Children, = 
6npht to be the more careful of th 
who are yet alive, and to ds all thi 


is poſſible to take them what God | 


_ them to be. As to thoſe wh 
ave no more Children left them, it 
woutd be very fit for them to take it 
their care one or more Children, upoy 
whom they may beftow all that pains and 
care which they fhonld have beſtow 
Mm the right Eqacation of their own; 
#tid end&xvour, by Gods help, ty 
make” them trufy Piows arid Religion, 
atid Pattertts of all ſorts of Virts 
tb others. 'This 4s 4n Office whit 
wil be very '#cceptable 'to God, at 
6&tte of the beſt demonſtrations which 
Pirents can make of the fmcerity of 
their Repertthee, For 'their not hs 
ving Uvne ther Duty 40 their own 


Children. | 

Fonythly, Confider, that 
I, _ _ —_— _ 
Cn at 9h of all thoſe that at 
pe ain e'® \ ta, Thenighty Powe 
things 


OO Am tr 2 ent wer Xe” Mmnlnwe2dy.z SE 


leaves. to Parts. t03-. 

gut of nathing, will alſo gather 
__ the ſcattered duſt. of theſe 
yho are deceaſed, and wall reform and 


rebuild, as it were, Har bodies which 
* allen. down, and confurged, He 
j Fe Them Up Apa fn 6 OTE OK- 
glarious MANNET. 
The ge you meet wiHh your Cau- 
drea and Friends who digd in the 
lard, and behold them after another 
Manner, than au iaw ne here M1 
ths World. Inſtead of weak and dif- 
_ badies, þ Jo ſhall ſee them ſtrong, 
Amr and lively bodzes : Inſtead 
ail and Jying bodies, you fhall 
CRE ang incorruptiple badigs : 
rh of filthy and vile bodies, yaw 
ſee pure and glorious bodies; Aug 
Fou ſhall ſee them io as to he with them 
lor ever, ſo as mever any more to 
he ſeparated from them by death, 
ar any other thing 3. for you.and they 
dig no more: } Cw. if. 42, 485 
44. So alſo is ahe reſurredtion , the dead. 
tis ſuwn in conmpriong it #. raiſed tt 
it is ſon. in difhavour, #f 
is raiſed in glory. It is ſown in weak- 
neſs, it is raiſed in power, It is ſown 
a aatural body, it ts raifed a ſpiritual 


tody : And, werſ. 53. Fs _—_ 
; e 
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ble muſt put on imcorruption, and this , 
tal muſt put on immortality, ' - 

How gladly would poor People par 
with their deareſt. Children, if the 
could be affnred of ſeeing them apai 
in an honourable ſtate and condition 
exalted to great Dignity and Honor! 
And will not you, who have the hops 
of a glorious Reſurrection, - be com- 
forted in the abſence of your Chil. 
dren ? When their merciful God and 
Father takes' them away from you unto 
himſelf; not to do them hurt, bnt 
good ; to make them happy and blef- 
ſed with himſelf for ever ; - to beſtoy 
upon them what Eye hath not ſeen, my 
Ear :heard, nor which hath entred my 
the Heart of Man to conceive ? Confi- 
der the words of the Apoſtle to the 
Theſſalonians, 1 Epiſt. 4. 13,14. But | 
would not have you to be ignorant, Bre- 
thren, concerning them which are aſleep, 
tbat ye ſorrow not, - even as otheys which 
bave no hope + Foy if we believe that Ye- 
. ſus dyed and roſe again, even ſo . them, 
a4 fleep in Feſus, will God bring with 
m, 


Fifthy, 


Advice. to Parents. 205 
Fifthly, Your giving 
way to exceſlive Grief and © 5: They Rs 
Mourning, can do you no _— - Pim 
good, but will certainly way ro exceſ- 
doi. you a great deal- of ſive Grief and 
hurt and miſchief 'in- many : ag ang. - 
reſpects. It cannot bring pill certainty 
back your Children that . @ a great deat 
are dead, Though you of hurt. 
ſhould break your Hearts 
into a thouſand pieces, by your weep- 
ing- and mourning, and waſte and con- 
ſame your years in conſtant heavineſs 
and .forrow ; - tho' you ſhould never 
henceforth allow your ſelves one mo- 
ment of relaxation of mind ; after 
all, you muſt go to them, they ſhall 
not-- return to you, Now what a 
folly is it for Men to conſume, - to diſ- 
quiet, and to torment themſelves, 
_ it is to no purpoſe at all to do 
" 

And not only do you thereby no 
good at all to your ſelves, but you 
do your ſelves a great deal of miſchief 
and prejudice. You provoke God to 
anger againſt you, to bring upon you 
yet heavier and more grievous puniſh- 
ments, -and to deprive you of other 
Mercies and Comforts, which you ſtill 
enjoy. You 
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You do thereby no final] lwrt to 
your Bodies 3 yon bring upon you 
ſelves very dangerous diſtempers, which 
will make you unfit for the actions of 
Life, and the Duties of your Calling, 
You likewiſe do unſpeakable miſchief 
to your Souls ; you deprive your felve 
of that vigour and chearfulneſs.of Sp 
Tit, that 4s needfnl to make you fit to 
ſerve God acceptably. You therchy 
weaken your Memory, and darken and 
diforder your Reaſon and Underftagd- 
ing, and ſo expoſe your ſelves to al 
the {ad conſequences of a difordered 
and diftratted Mind. 

Your Example does alfo a great 


deal of hurt to others : Your iwvpati- 
enceand immoderateforrow and mourg- | 


ing 4cacheth athers to do ſo upon'tixr 
like -accaſton, #iereby -yop {ring no 
fnall reproach upon opr holy Relig 
on, as if it were not ſufficient to fpy 
port and fortifie us. againſt opr craſles 
and afflitions, and #0 comfort ns # 
midſt the unealie things which Go 
Ges fit 40 exerciſe us with 4n ti 
Wonld. 
What an exceltent Example 3s D« 
vid unto you in this matter ! Wie 
God fruck his CQhiltl, ſo that at we 
var 
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| rery ſick, he faſted and prayed ; bat 


when the Child died, he aroſe from 
the earth , —_ _— and anointed 
bom: and changed his apparel, and 
S's the Zerd, and 
wr /bipped > Then he came wv his own 
Henſe ; mnd when be yequired, they 
ft Bread before bim, and he did ent. 


| Then ſaid bis Servants unto him, What 


ting is this that thou haſt done > Thou 
didft faſt and weep far the Chid, while tt 
wis alive; but when the Child was dead, 
tu didft vife and eat Brend, And be 
faid, While the Obild was yet alive, t 
faſted and wept ; for IT ſaid, Who can tell, 
whether God will be gracious unto me, that 
the 'Ob:lt ay true? But now he 5s dead, 


| Wherefore fhould 1 faft 2 Can F bring him 


apdin ? 1 fall go #6 him, but the ohall not 
retwn tome, 2 Sam. 12, 15, 06, ©c. 
Thus ought all Parents to do, who 
n_ God. Ktnngy to Lord layeth tis 

upon your Ghtaren, you t 
to ks. puſs oe for them, and __ 
all lawful means for their recovery : 
But _ wa fees fit to take them a- 
way iby z yon onght iently to 
fubmit 0 his Will ; hy © yowr with 
courſe z It is The way *to make 'your 
—_ 9 0-9 OO 

an 
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and ſatisfaction, of mind: under your 
croſſes, This is the likelieſt and rea- 
dieſt way to obtain new Mercies and 
Favours from the Lord, inſtead of 
thoſe you are deprived. of : Thus you 
ſee the Lord dealt with Fob : Fam. 5; 
11. Ye bave heard of the patience of Joh, 
and have ſeen the end of the Lord : That 
the Lord is very pitiful, and of tender mer. 
cy. And, Job 4.2. 12, 13. The Lord bleſſed 
the latter end of Job, more than his begin- 
ning. And, verſ. 16, 17. After this. li 
ved Job an hundred and forty years, and 
ſaw his Sons, and his Sons Sons, even four 
Generations, So Job dyed, being old and 
Full of days. 

But if God ſee it more fit to with- 
hold from . you the bleſſings of the 
Womb, and to beſtow no more Chil- 
dren upon you; he can and wil 
make up this want, with much gres- 
ter and better Bleſſings. What yon 
want. in Temporals, you ſhall have 
in Spiritualss As Elkanah faid to 
Hannah, 1 Sam. 1. 8. He will be better 
to you than ten Sons, He will give you 
a Name better than of Sons and Daugh- 
ters, even an everlaſting Name, that 
ſhall nat be cut off, Iſa. 56. 5. 


Tie 
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The "Duty "of - Parents 'On their 
_ Phd EI 


The ſhortneſs and great The Dy of 
uncertainty of your Time, _— pr betr 
ought to make you very ; 
careful, * while you are in Health, 'to 
improve, as well as you tan,” the pre-- 
ſent - - tener of doing. good to 
your Children, both as to their Spiritual 
and Temporal concerns, There can 
be no greater Folly, than to delay the 
doing whatever 1s needful for your 
Childrens real Happinefs and welfare, 
neerly out ' of a vain 'Expe@ation of 
having time enough to do every thing 
of this kind, when you lie upon your 
Death-Bed, ?Tis ſtrange, that Men 
who daily ' ſee the Caſualties | which o0- 
thers do meet 'with, 'and who have 
power to conſider the great Dangers 
their own Lives have been expoſed to, 
ſhould notwithſtanding flatter them- 
ſelves with ſuch Thoughts, and be fo 
far bewitched thereby, ' as to neglect 
any Duty of Importance and Neceſlity, 
which now they have ſufficient opportu- 
nity to do, And therefore, while you are 
In Health, fail not to do all the good 
you 
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you can to your Children both for 
their Souls. and. Bodies,. and. for. their 
outward Eſtate. We: 

But, if it ſhall pleaſe God to afford 
yau tame 2nd leiſure, upon.your Death 
Bed, to do\any thing tor their Benefit, 
negle& not at ſuch a time to do what: 
ever your Weakneſs and Stokneſy will 
permit, Particularly, 

1/k, Give them your belt 

0 Men 5 Advice : Dire them a 
SD 44 cording to their Capati 
vices. ties : Confider what their 
.-. ©, _ aults, and defects mak 
commoginhare beep, ntſuggrs tothen 
ſuch things as. God; thall byzng into you 


mind, to make thenz ſenſible of thai | 


faults, and to: rekcue them from then 
evik Habits. Conſider what thor 
things are, whereby they are molt like 
ly-w be eadangercd,-- and ſtrive to fo 
tike their Minds with: fach wholelan 
Precepts and Maxims, as nay tendt 
preſerve them for the time to con, 
Conlder what. good thing does a 
pear in any of them, : and. endeavour 
to. ſtabliftr their Minds -in Virtue ag 
Goodneſs, in the Fear and Love « 
God. Amongſt uther things, "tis 


to recommend & them Unity ant 


Concord, 


| 
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Corttord, that they Love one another 
keartHy, and be” ready to aſſiſt and 
ſerye one another to- the utmoſt: -of 
fheir power, that they be friendly Mo- 
fitors to One another, and take it 
kmdly and thankfully when they are fo 
dealt with, Then likewiſe you may 
viſe them, to endeavour, as muctt as 
is pofithle, to live peaceably with all 
Men ; to be careful, not to wrong any 
body by Word or Deed, bnt on the 
contrary to feek the welfare of others, 
ts ſtrive to' do alf the good they. can 
Is the. World, and to make it as 
their neceſſary Food to plorifie God. 
Dies Exammle is wortry of th 
Mitation of alt Religious Parents at 
fech a time, of who 'tis faid, r Kmg. - 
2.1, 2, 5, 4. He Charged Soloftion hs 
8b, ſaying, 1 go the way of dll the 
Edrth + Be thou fflrong therefore and 
flew thy ſelf a Man. And keep the 
Charge of the Lord thy God, to walk in 
bis ways, to keep his Statutes and his Com- 
Mundments, and his Judgments, and 
5 þ rms mk as it is written in the 
aw of Mofes, that thou ma 0fper 
# all that thou toeft, and jw 
thu turneft thy felf - That the Lord may 
confirm bis Word, which he ſpake con- 
arning me, &c. x, 2dly, 
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24ly. Pray to God to} 


2. Du'y, to }1oſg them, to ſangife 
FORE fr them,. and to preſerye 
- .,'..: them; that he. would:ne- 
ver leave them nor forſake them, that 
he would be their God and. Gnide, 
and their Portion for ever, that he 
would pofſeſs them with his fear, and 
keep them in his love, and. preſerve 
them from ſin, and: from all their Spi- 
ritual Enemies, and. that he would or. 
der all things for their good. Te fer- 
vent Prayer of a Righteous Man availeti 
much at all times, but neyer more than 
when he is ſtepping into Eternity, and 
going to his Heavenly Father. Parents 
therefore, at this time, ought to he 
Importunate with God, eſpecially for 
Spiritual Bleſſings to. their Children, 
that he would grant them his Grace, 
to walk 1n his ways, and to keep his 
Commandments, and that his kind 
Providence may be their Inhert 
tance, | 
3dly. It will be very fit 
3- Duty, tocom- at ſuch a time, to com- 
mend _ "4 mend them to ſome of 
endo py your Friends, whom you 
have found true and faith- 
ful, ſincere and upright, and kind and 
loving 
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[aving to you and yours. This is e- 
ſpecially. needful to be done for thoſe 
Children, who are leſs-able to look to 
themſelves. *Twill be of unſpeakable 
Advantage to them, in many reſpeRs, 
to be directed and alliſted by thoſe who 
are their true Friends, who. by their 
counſel and advice, 'and by -doins o- 
ther good © Offices for them, will be 
as Eyes,- and Hands, and Feet unto 
them, and will prove a defence unto 
them againſt a great deal of danger 
and miſchief, till ſach time as they / are 
capable to mind- their own Buſineſs, 
and-: are. fixt and ſettled in the 
World. | 


Hue diſcourſed of the Duties of 
.£L Natural Parents, *twill not. be 
amiſs to ſay ſomewhat concerning the 
Duty of thoſe who are in the place of 


Parents, ſuch as Step-Fathers and Step- 


Mothers (or Fathers and Mothers in 
Law) and Guardians, And firſt, 


Concerning 
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Coucerning the Duties of Step-Fatbers 
and Step-AMathers. 


PRI TON The firſt and chief 
Dates of Step. £4ng which belongs w 
Rathers and {he care of Step-Parents, 
Step-Mothers, is, to do all that they can 
or Fathers and for the benefit of their 
—_ 5 ® Childreas Souls. Thy 

: ought .to endeavour 0 
ſaſon their tender minds (with the 
Fear and Love of God, to reform what 
iS amiſs in their-temper and kamour by 
all kind and pradent-Methods, to teach 
them to worſhip God, to Remember 
their Creator in the days of their Touth : 
They ought to ſee that they be taught 
to read ; that they ſpend the Lord's 
Day well, and that they frequent the 
place:of Publick Workaip: They og 
to make them underftand what w# 
promiſed 4n -thejr Name at their Bap- 
tifin, and £0: encowrage-them 0 rengw 
their-Baptifinal!Covenant, if : they;have 
an epportumity : They aught: to. advic 
them, to-come\to the:Lard?s Table £ 


ſoon as they are fit for it, and then, 


as alſo at other times, to examine 
themſelves, and to call themſelves to 
t q 
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1 fri& and ferions account, They 
ought [to obſerve 'what remarkable 
Mercies and [Providences , they meet 
with, and to 'arquaint them therewith 
{on as they are capable 'to refle&t 
on firch things : They ought likewiſe, 
to'talk to them often of the various 
Providences. Which :cither they have 
tet with themſetves, 'or which they 
have obſerved in 'the World, that 
thereby the Childrens ,minds may be 
feed with a-due ſenſe of the Power, 
the Greatneſs, the Wiſdom, 'the 'Mer- 
v9, and the Jaftice/of Gotl, _ 
"To'tendet 411 "which endeavonrs &&- 
{&nal, they rwſt' be Examples of Piety 
t them : They mnft Tee what Com- 
patty They we, and do what they can 
to'keep'them-ont '6f ill Company, aud 
to acquaint them with thoſe who have 
a "ſerif; of gan! things {They muſt 
| *theth "when Tt 1s needful, but 
with great 'mildnefs and diſcretion : 
Amd-as for correding. and chaſtening 
vf. them, they onght'to Teave That part 
to:the Ntttural, Parent, If alive ; but;if 
the/Natural-Parent be deat, then they 
Tay 'corre&"thetm when it 1s,neceflary, 
according to "their .Age : But .in this 
great Tantion ought to be uſed, they 
muſt 
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mult do. it with the greateſt gentlene; 
_ and tenderneſs that. is poſſible, not ox. 
Iy out of Conſcience, but;Prudence, y 
-prevent.all occaſion, which a great m; 
ny are apt. to take, to reflect” up 
them, and to cenſure them ſevere} 
and unjuſtly, when. they do any thin 
that looks like; uakindneſs or ſharpne; 
to their. Step-Children, . ?Tis therefor 
very adviſeable, when ;. Correction j; 
neceſſary, to acquaint ſome of th 
Childrens Relations (if they be nt 
at. too great a diſtance) with their 
fault, and ſo to. corre& them by their 
advice, and, if poſſible, in: their pre 
ſence, that they. may. be, as it were, 
Witneſſes of their doing nothing hut 
what is abſolutely fit and needful to 
be done for the advantage of the Chil 
ren. te be b 
Step-Parents ought alſo to take thc 
opportunity of their Childrens ficknels 
or of any other Adverſity they met 
with, to ſet home upon their mind 
ſuch . Admonitions and Counſels s 
they. were not ſo apt to mind wht 
they were in health. "And to all ther 


other Endeavours, they ought to joji | 


their daily prayers to God for chem, 
that he would bleſs them, and w_ 
* tnem 
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8 them his faithful and obedient Children 
'F and Servants. 


As Step-Parents ought principally to 
take care of the Souls of their Step- 
Children, fo they muſt not neglect 
their Bodies. Their Duty as ro this, 
is, ina word, to take care that they 
have necelſlary and convenient Food 


As to: the outward Eſtate of Step- 
Childrea, tho? Parents arc not obliged 
to give them any great Portion of 
their Worldly Goods, eſpecially if 
they have, or arc like to have Cluldren 
of their own, to give ſuch things to z 
jet they ought to be careful, that the 
Portions, which of right belong to 
their Step-Children, bc preſerved and 
improved for their nſe and advantage, 
according to the Will of the Deceaſed 
Parent, 

When they are fit for a Trade or 
any honeſt way of getting their Lively- 
hood, they ought to aſſiit them all they 
can, that they may be placed forth as 
happily and comfortably as may be. 
la like manner when they are fit for 
Marriage, they ought to expreſs a 
great deal of readineſs and chearful- 
neſs to ſerve them to the utmoſt of 

L their 


| nd Rayment. 


218 Advice to Parents. 
their Power ; they ought to afliſt they 
with their beſt advice and hearty Co. 


fel in a matter of ſo great Importanc 
And, in a word, they ought not to}; 


be uſeful and bencficial to them, eiths 
as to their Souls, or Bodics, or x 
to their outward Concerns. 


wanting to them in any thing that | 


Some Motrves to ſtir up Step-Parent 
to do theſe things. 


It cannot but ext 


Sme Morrves Step-Parents, to perfor 


to ſtir them up 


to do ther ; - | 
| -—Beay ”_ ties for the Benefit « 


their Children, both 

their Spiritual and Temporal concen, 
if they ferioufly conſider, 1/}, The N: 
tire of their Marriage Relation, wher: 
by they become one Fleſh with tho 
to whom they are married, Wh 
God made the Woman, and bro 
her to the Man, Gen. 2. 24. he {al 
Therefore ſhall a Man leave bis Fain 
and Mother, and cleave unto bis Wi; 
and they ſhall be one Fleſh. Now, ii 
Virtue of this near Relation and cl: 
Union, they ought to have a tendr 
regard for the Intereſts and Concer 
0 


the above-mentioned Dr 


os a 
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then of one another ; and the dearer any 
Cour thing is to the one, the greater affecti- 
tance Þ on ought the other to have towards 
tolÞ ir, As therefore ?tis paſt all doubt, 
| nÞ chat Children are the deareſt and moſt 
eitherfÞ yalued and beloved Earthly thing that 
or af Natural Parents have, upon this ac- 
count, it is very reaſonable, that. Step- 
Parents ſhould expreſs a great Regard 
rats Þ 2nd Aﬀection for them, 

2. This is the way to preſerve and 
to increaſe that mutual Love, which 
ought to be *rwixt Man and Wife. 
If a Step-Parent 1s kind and: loving 
[Dr to the Children, and careful to pro- 
t of mote their Happineſs and: Weltare, 

'# it cannot but have an Influence on 
the Natural Parent, ſo as to produce 
an Increaſe of Love and Reſpect, which 
will render the lives of the married 
Perſons very ealie and comfortable. 
Whereas, on the other hand, if Step-= 
Parents are rough, unkind, and unna- 
tural ro their Step-Children, it muſt 
needs cauſe a great deal of miſchief ; 
It will certainly cool, if not quite 
, VF alienate the affection of the - Natural 

' Parent, and when once this happens, 
there is thenceforth nothing but ſtrife 
| and contention, jealouſies and ſuſpici- 
yl L 2 Ons, 
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ons, which are ordinarily attendet 
with very ſad and dreadful effes, ty 
the utter Ruin of one or YVother Part, 
if not of both. 

3. This is the way to make th: 
Children very reſpeaful and kind, 


and very dutiful and obedient to then, 


when they uſe them kindly, are carehil 
to ſeck their happineſs and welfare, 
and carry themſelves towards them in 
all reſpects,as they ought to do. Where 
as, on the contrary, by being unkind 
to them, and unconcerned for their 
happineſs and welfare, they provoke 
them to . hate them, and to prove 
Diſreſpe&tful and Difſobedient to 
them, 
4+ This is the way to gain a great 
deal of Love and Reſpe& from al 
thoſe who are Related to the Deceaſed 
Parents, who cannot chuſe but reſent 
it very kindly, when they ſee the 
Children of their Friends well uſed, 
and taken care of both as to their Soul 
and Bodies: This will make then 
ready upon all occaſions to ſerve them, 
and to do them the beſt Offices which 
are in their power : Whereas, on the 
other hand, if they ſee the poor Chil 


dren of their Deceaſed Friends neg- 
lected 


ttendet 
ects, to 
Party, 


ake th 
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Teſted and contemned, wrong'd and a- 
hd by unkind StepeParents, they muſt 
needs take It in very ill part, and re- 
fnt it heavily 3 yea, and all other Per- 
ons, who ſee or hear of ſuch unkind- 
ie, ſeverity, and injuſtice, towards 
or Children, cannot chuſe but think 
rery ill of thoſe, who diſcover them- 
ſelves to be altogether void, not only 
of Religion, but of Humanity alſo, _ 
From what hath been ſaid, it appears 
how very juſt and reaſonable it is, 
for Step-Parents to be heartily concern» 
ed both for the Spiritual and Temporal 
welfare and happineſs of their Chil- 
dren, And therefore, how much are 
they to be Condemned, who make no 
Conſcience at all of doing any thing 
for the benefit of either their Souls 
or Bodies? As to their Souls, ſome 
Step-Parents are ſo far from endeavour- 
ing to ſeaſon them with good Impreſli- 
ons, and to fortifie them againſt Ten- 
tations, that they themſelves are their 
greateſt Tentation, and do them the 
greateſt hurt and prejudice, As to 
their Bodies, they grudge them necei- 
fary Food and Rayment, and ſeldom let 
them have any thing with good will. 
And as to their Outward Eſtate, they 
L-3 arc 
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are ſo far from improving for their 
Advantage, the Portion of Worldly 
Goods that belongeth to them, that, 
on the contrary, they uſe their utmoſ 
Policy to rob them, and to diſinherit 
them, that they may build their oy 
Childrens - Fortune upon the other 
Ruin; for which end, they make i 
their buſineſs to alienate the AﬀeRion 
of their Natural Parent ; they invent z 
great many wicked and malicious Sto. 
ries, which, with grcat boldneſs and 
rypadence, they faſten upon them; 
and they never give over working and 
undermining, till they have brought 4- 
bout their crnel and curſed Device, 
Burt ſurely he that ſits in Heaven, and 
beholds all their contrivances, even he 
who is tbe God of Recompences, will fn 
due time bring to Light their hidden 
Works of Darkneſs, and will vindi- 
cate the canfe of thoſe poor Children, 
and render to their cruel Perfecutors 
according to their Works ; he wil 
fooner or later cauſe them to feel the 
heavy Load of his Juſt and Terrible In- 
dignation. 


The 
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yo 


The Dutics of Guardians. 


Uardians are either _ The Duties of 
choſen by Parents Guardtent, 


| hefore their Death, or by Children 


themſelves after their Parents Deceaſe, 
or by the Magiſtrate, Which way ſoe- 
ver they are choſen, their Duty 1s, 
to do what they can for the benefit 
and advantage of . their Pupils, both in 
Spiritual and Temporal Things. 

As to their Souls, they muſt take 
care of their good Education, accord- 
ing to their Age and Capacity, It 
they are not as yet taught to read, 
they ought to make choice of a Skil- 
ful and prudent Schoolmaſter or Tutor 
for them, of whoſe fitneſs for ſach a 
Charge they are well aſſured, But 
they muſt. nat. ſo intruſt them to the 
Care of ſuch Perſons, as never to mifis 
them more themſelves: They ought 
to enquire after them now and then, 
and either by themſelves or others more 
fit for it, make tryal of their profic- 
ency, that ſo they may be able to 
judge and reſolve what is further to be 
done for them. 

L4 AS 
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As for the way of training they 
up in true Piety, the Dire&ions piven 
to Parents are to be obſerved and 
practiſed. 

As to their Bodies, the former Dj. 
rettions likewiſe to Parents, concern. 
ing Childrens Diet and Apparel, ought 
to be followed. 

As to their outward Eſtate, when 
they are fit for a Trade, or ſome ſort 
of buſineſs, they ought to take care to 
ſettle them in good Company, ſo far 
as is poſſible, and in ſach a way of 
living as is moſt agreeable to their 
Genius and Inclination, and which 
their Friends and Relations reckon moſt 
futable and convenient for them, lt 
will afford great peace and fatisfacion 
to Guardians, whatever be the Event, 
if in this matter they have a due re- 
gard to Childrens own Inclination, and 
to the Opinion of their Friends and 
Relations, 

As to their Marriage, when it i 
time to diſpoſe of them that way, they 
onght to do nothing by force and 
violence : They muſt not conſtran 
them to Marry, unleſs they have a 
mind themſelves: And tho* they are 
Rot bound abſolutely to __ : 

[U$(0) (6 
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thoſe whom their Pupils fancy, with- 
out any regard to their fitneſs, yet 
they are obliged by the Law of Ju- 
tice and Equity, not to impoſe upon 
hem ſuch Matches as they cannot 
like. ; = 

As to their Patrimony and Inheri- 
tance, they ought to improve it, as 
much as may be, for the Childrens 
good, and to employ it wholly for 
their uſe, except ſo far as the Law 
does allow them their neceſſary Char- 
ges, in which they ought to govern 
themſelves, by that Golden-Rule, as. 
1. 12, All things whatſoever ye would 
that Men ſhould do to you, do ye &- 
wen ſo to them. 


Some Motives to excite Guardians to do 
theſe Things. 


The firſt thing, which | Some Mo- 

ſhould ſtir up Guardians 7% 79 excrre 
: ratans ito do 

to perform their Duty ;4,;, py, 

towards their Pupils, 1s, 

A Senſe of TFuſtice. When they are 

choſen for this End, if tFey have no 


it they cannot attead it, they ought 
to declare ſo much, and peremptorily 
220 Js & 4 to 


mind to undertake ſuch a Charge, or - 
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to refuſe it, that ſo care may be take 
to get ſome other Body who will ug. 
dertake it, But when once they have 
undertaken it, they onght to make 
Confclente of it, and to do all thi 
is in their power for the Children 
welfare and happineſs in every thing 
*Tis both their Duty and Intereſt tg 
fulfi#l their Ingagement, and to ad thy 
part which they have undertaken; 
which if they perform wiſely and 
faithfully, then they may expect the 
Praiſe, Love, and Eſteem, of not ot- 
ly the Children themſelves, and of 
their Relations; but likewiſe of all good 
atid worthy Perſons, who ſee or htyr 
of their Fidclity and Carefulneſs for 
the benefit of their Pupils. 

If Care is not taken in this manner, 
to fulfill what is undertaken to be done, 
and if there is no reſpect had to Cove 
nants, Truſts and Ingagements, ther 
the very Foundation of the Happineh 
of Society is ſubverted. If there 1; 
no regard to Truth and Juſtice, what 
a miſerable thing muſt it be to lv 
in Society ? To be united by any cv 
Ives to thoſe, whoſe Promiſes and 
- arab are worſe than none at 
all * | 

2, Does 
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2, Does not .4 Senſe of Fiorony ob- 
lige Guardians to be careful of their 
Pupils, and true and faithful to then ? 
Twas the Opinion of their kindneſs 
2nd faithfulneſs, and of their fitneſs 
and worthineſs for ſach a Charge, 
which made them be choſen before 0+ 
thers. And therefore, if they have 
any thing in them of true worth, if 
they have any ſenſe of Honour, they 
miſt needs ſtrive to anfwer the Ex- 
pectation of thoſe who have. teſti-- 
fied ſo great a value and eſteem for 

them, 

34dly, Does not Charity oblige Guar- 
dians to do theſe things ? Orphans have 
aways been reckoned amongſt the 
greateſt Objects of Charity, eſpecially 
when they are very Young, and are not - 
able,. either in reſpect of Body or 
Mind, to do any thing for themſelves. 
So great is God's Compaſſion and. Ten- 
derneſs towards fuch»Children, that he 
has been Gracioully pleaſed - to declare 
himfelf to be, The Father of the Fa- 
therleſs. *Tis therefore. the Duty of 
All, who are Followers of God as dear 
Children, eſpecially of thoſe who are - 
choſen to perform {o Charitable an 
Office as bhis, I ſay it 15 their Duty, 


TO 
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to omit nothing that is needfu]- to he 
done, for the benefit of Fatherleſs Chi]. 
dren, both in their Spiritual and Ten. 
por -al concerns. 

We ſee a very worthy Preſident ani 
Example in Afordecai, Efth. 2. Fſtte”; 
Father and Mother being dead, My: 
aecai took her, and ſhe was to lima 
his own Daughter. How careful wa 
he both of her Soul and Body ? How 
well did he inſtruct her ? As may he 
eaiily gathered from her Wiſe and Pj 
OUS Carriage and Behaviour. And when 
ih? was takxen from him, we find he 
was ſtill. mindful of her, for, v. 11. 
"tis ſaid, Aordecat walked every any 
before the Court of the Womens Houſe, 
#9 know how Eſther did, and what fhouli 
become of her, We find him likewiſe, 
from time to time, giving her his beſt 
Advice, how to carry her ſelf, and 
how to glorifhe God, in that Honours 
ble State, to which: 1t had pleafed him 
tt raiſe her, How worthy 1s {ſuch 
an excellent Pattern as this, of the imi- 
tation of all thoſe who are called to 
de. the Guardians, the Guides, and 


Drfenders of Fatherleſs Children ? And 


tor their enconragement, let them con- 
_ how richly God did reward the 
d Charity 
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Charity and Piety of Aordecat, not on- 
ly in raifing him up to great Honour 
by Efthers means, but alſo by making 
her the Inſtrument of preſerving his 
Life, and the Lives of all the Jews, 
who were 1n the Provinces belonging 
to Abaſuerus, 

From what hath been ſaid, it ap- 
pears how great Reaſon there is, tor 
Guardians to be true and faithful ro 
the Intereſts of their Pupils, and to 
do all that ever they can for their Spl- 
ritual and Temporal Advantage. 

Now, if it be their Duty to do fo, 
what ſhall be ſaid of thoſe, who are not 
only careleſs of ſeeking their good, 
but do likewiſe, too ſucceſsfully, ſeek 
their hnrt and ruine? As to their 
Souls, rhey corrupt and poyſon them 
by their wicked Example, and by A- 
theiſtical Principles which they inſtill 
into them ; they breed them up in 
all manner of Licentiouſneſs. As to 
their Bodies, they either too far gra- 
tife their vanity and folly ; or they are 
to niggardly towards them, in with-. 
holding from them not only Conveni-, 
encies but Neceſlaries. ' As to their 
outivard Eſtate, -they either ſuffer them- 
w-live idly 3 or they put them forth to 

- CA ſome 


239 Advice to Parents. 


ſome Trade or other, very unfit and 
unſutable to them. And when they 
are fit for Marriage, they force them 
to Marry as they think good, accord- 
ing as they ſee it will beſt ſerve their 
own private and worldly, baſe, and 
vile Intereſts, without ever regarding 
the Happineſs of their Pupils. As for 
their Patrimony and Inheritance, they 
are ſo far from improving it, that 
they impair it wofully, and fſome- 
times quite conſume and waſte 1t ; they 
ſtudy a great many Arts and Wiles 
to ruine the poor Children, whom they 
have got. into their mercileſs hands; 
Inſtead of proving their Guardians, 
they prove their Robbers; inſtead of 
being as Parents to them, they prove 
betrayers of them, and their moſt 
Dangerous and Cruel Enemies. But 
ſhall they eſcape who do fuch things? 
No : They ſhall not. He who 1s the 
helper of the Fatherleſs, will plead 
their Cauſe, and will avenge them of 
thoſe Treacherous and Perfdious Per- 
ſons : For, He beholdeth miſchief to rc 
quite ut, Pf. 10. 14. 

I ſhall conclude this Advice with 
what is written, Ex. 22, 22. — , 
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frall not affiid any fatherleſs Child, 
If thiw afflic# them in any wiſe, and 
they ory at all unto me, 1 will furely 
bear their cry. And my wrath ſhall 
wax hot, and 1 will kill you with 
the Sword 5 And yuur Wives [hall 
be Widows, and your Children Father- 
fs. And, Prov. 23. 10, 11. Enter v6t 
into the fields of the Fatherleſs ; for 
their Redeemer is mighty ;, He ſhall plead 
their Cauſe with thee. 


Prayers 
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PRAYERS 


FOR 


FAMILIES 


COSTING 


A Morning Prayer for Parents, 
or Maſters of Families, with 
their Family. 


Atoſt Gracious aud 

Prayers for Aterciful Lord God, 
the Morning 11, :fords us, thy unworthy 
andEvening,to , 
be uſed in Ba- Servants, the Honour and 
milies. Liberty of drawing near 

unty thee, Aſſiſt us "by tly 
good Spirit ts Worſhip thee with /incere 
Devotion, to lift up Holy Hands with- 
out wrath and doubting. 

Vie acknowlerge, O Lord, we deſerve 
not to appear in thy '/ ht, for we are nd 
only Vile and Sinful by Nature, being 
the corrupt Poflerity of Sinful Parents; 
but likewiſe we are Guilty of g great 

Ee ES, many 
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many aFual Tranſgrefſions,in our Thoughts, 
| Wards, and Deeds, whereby we have pro- 
voked thee to Wrath againſk us, We 
have not only fanned through Ignorance, 
tut have ſinned alſo againſt Knowledge 3 
re have acted contrary to that lipht, 
which thou baſt made to ſhine upon us. 
We have been very Inconſtant in good 
Purpoſes and Reſolutions : Me have often 
confeſſed our Sins, and yet ſoon after re- 
turned to them, ; 

0 Lord have Mercy upon us, and for- 
give us all our Sins, for Jeſus ChriſPs 
{ake, Thou who knoweſt the Deceitfulneſs 
and deſperate Wickedneſs of our Hearts, 
make us what thou requireſk us to be; 
put thy Spirit within us, and cauſe us. 
to walk in thy Statutes, and to keep 
thy Judgments, and do them. Grve 
w unfeigned Repentance for all our paſt 
Offences : Work in us ſtrong Reſolutions 
th obſerve thy Laws for the time to 
wme « Jake us Watchtul and Circum- 
fre in all our Words and Attions ;, Lord 
watch thou over us for good, and never 
leave us nor forſake us, Aake us ſen- 
ſible of thy Power and Faithfulneſs, that 
we may put our Truſt and Confidence in 
thee * Acquaint us more and more with 
o own Hearts and Lives, that the a 

0 
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of our Weakneſs and Folly, of uur ma- 
nifold and great Sins, may make us we 
ry humble, and careful to avoid this 
Temptations which do ſo often and e- 
faly prevail over us. Fortifie us mil, 
great Meaſures of Meekneſs and Pati 
ence, That we may bear and endure al 
thoſe uneaſie things, which thou ſeeſt fi 
to exerciſe us with : Poſſeſs us with 4 
lively ſenſe of thy wiſe and juſt Provi- 
gence, that in all things which befall u, 
we may ſay, Good is the Word 
the Lord, Save us from the Immade- 
rate Love of all Earthly things, fron 
aw vain Hojes and groundleſs Fear, 
Make us content and thankful in eve 
condition of Life Faithful and Juſt in 
alk our Dealings, careful. to do toc 
thers what we would have them 
to us: And as much as in us lieth, to 
live peaceably with all Men, Sc a 
Watch before our Lips, that We dl 
fend not with our Tongues ; ſave 
from Lying and Slandering, from Foi 
iſh Talking and Sinful Teſting, and fron 
all manner of Corrupt Communication: 
And grant that our words, being ſer 
ſoned with Salt, may Miniſter Grace 
to the Hearers. Keep us mindjul 0 
thy all-ſezing Eye, that we may be "i 

tu 


yy S 
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thy Fear all the day long, that whether 
we cat or drink, or whatever clie we 
do, we may do all to thy Glory. 

Lord be Merciful to the many Natons 
which /it in Darkneſs, ſend the Light of 
the Goſpel unto them. Grant that all 
they upon whom this Glorious Light does 
ſme, may walk as Children of the 
Light and of the Day, that they may 
put off the Works of Darkneſs, and 

on the Armour of Light. 

Bleſs all Rulers and Governours, make 
them wiſe and good, juſk and mercifed - 
Let it be their chiefeſt care to encourage 
Picty, and to reſtrain whatever is diſhonou- 
rable to thee, the King of Kings and Lord 
of Lords, | 
Have mercy on theſe ſinful Lands: Bleſs 
and preſerve our King and Queen,and all the 
Royal Family. Direct our Tudzes and” Ma- 
fiſtrates : Santtifte and aſſiſt all thy Mi- 
mſters. Be gracious to all our Friends e- 
very where ;, and forgive thoſe who wrong 
us by word or deed. 

Let thy Bleſſing be on this Family. 
Bleſs our . Children , make them thy 
Children , put thy Fear within them ; 
Grant that as they grow in Years they 
may grow in Grace; ſhed abroad thy 
Love in their Hearts, that they may ne- 

ver 
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ver depart from thee ;, ſave them frm 
every evil thing, Be favourable, 0 
Loyd, to all others, for whom we ay 
bound to pray an any account whatſce- 
Fer; Bleſs them and us mm our Souls 


and Bodies, and in all our Afﬀairs and 


Concerns, 

Ile give thee our Hearty Thank 
for preſerving us, and watching over us 
and our Habitation the Iaſt night, fu 
affording us quiet Repoſe, and for rai- 
feng us up in Health and Safety thi 
Atorning : Be with us this Day : Aſhſ 
and aired us in all our ways : Git 
thy Angels charge concerning us, 

Lord make us ready to leave thi 
vain World, Let the ſenfe of 9ur Frail- 
iy ftir us up to redeem our time, and t1 
give all dilligence to make our Calling 
and Eledtion ſure. Grant that thu 
day we may do ſomewhat worthy of Chri- 
ftians, for thy Glory, the Advantage of 
others, and our own Everlaſting Haj- 
pineſs and Comfort, Let it be our col- 
ſtant Study and Endeavour to follow tix 
Example of our Bleſſed Saviour, who 
went about doing good : In whoſe mo 
Bleſſed Name and Words we conclude ww 
Prayers. Our Father, &c. 


An 
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cSun_—— Tei 


An Evening Prayer for Parents, 
or Maſters of Families, with 


their Family. 


Lord our God, what ſhall we ren- 

der unto thee for the many and 
great Favours, which thou haſt been plea- 
{d, from Time to Time, to beſtow up- 
on us, We bleſs thee for giving us a 
Being ; for making. us reaſonable Crea- 
tures, capablc to know and love thee, and 
to live for ever with thee, for pre- 
ſerving us in the World ; and for af- 
fording us all things necdful for our 
Support and Comfort, But above all 
we bleſs thee, for thy Love mn Chriſt Jeſus, 
ohom thou baſt ſent into the World 
to ſat us, to make his abode among us, 
to dye for us, That he might waſh us 
from our Sins in his Blood. Lord 
what is Man that thou art mindful 
of him, or the Son of Man that thou 
-nx in this graciow manner, Viſit 

m |! 

Tho" thou baft beſtowed innumerable 
Mercies upon us, and haſt viſned us 


mh this great Saluation , yet we have 
bees 
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been very unthankful and undutifu] ty 
thee : We have abuſed thy Goodneſs, an 
turned thy Grace into wantonneſs : I; 
have ſet at nauyot thy Counſels ani, 
deſpiſed thy Reproofs we have trample 
under foot the Blood of our Samiqur; 
we have quenched the motions uf th 
good Spirit , we have refuſed to ty 
thy Commands, and to follow thy kini 
and gratious Invitations , we have mt 
regarded thy Promiſes, nor been afraid 
of thy. Threatnings , me have been ty 
often led by the ſinful Examples an 
Aanners of the World ; we bave, i 
many Things, gratified our Luſts aud 
Paſſions, We have drawn near to ther 
with our Mouth, and Honoured the: 
with our Lips, when our Hearts have 
been far from thee; we hawe promiſe 
our ſelves Peace and: Safety, in the bro 
way that leads to DeſtrucFion, O Ln, 
We have deſtroyed our ſelves ; but in 
thee is our Help ; Our only Hopes at 
in thy infimite- Percy, who haſt hither 
ſpared us, notwithſtanding. our manifil 
and crying Provocations, 

Moſt Gracious God, have Mercy up 
us : For Feſus ChriſPs ſake paydon us i 
our  finful Thoughts, Words, and Deed 
Renew and Sandtifie us by. thy Holy 

ri 


J 


Advice to Parents. 239 


'it, that henceforth we may live thy faith- 
ful Servants, and may be always ready 
to do, or to endure whatever 1s thy Holy 
Wil and Pleaſure. Thou knoweſk our 
Weakneſs and Inconſtancy ;, let thy Grace 
continually prevent and follow us, that 
we may abbor that which is Evil, and 
cleave to that which is Good : Make 
us Faithful unto Death, that at laſt 
re may obtain the Crown of Life. 

Lord be Gracious to all Mankind ; 
pity thoſe who are in a State of Igno- 
rance and Barbarity, and ſend the glad 
tidings of Salvation to them. Grant 
that they who have this Bleſſed Light of 
the Goſpel, may walk honeſtly as in 
the Day, that others ſeeing their good 
Works may glorifie thee our Heavenly 
Father. Lord cleanſe thy Church from 
the many and great Sins which abound 
in her : Let every one that nameth the 
Name of Chit depart from Ini- 
quity. 

Have Mercy on theſe Sinful Lands : 
Give Repentance to all forts of Perſons 
amongſt us, that all of us may ſearch 
and. iryy our mays, and. turn again to 
thee, Lord turn 'us that we may be 
turned ; and draw us, that we may run 
after thee, and follow thee fully, Be Gra- 

+ Cious 
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cious to our King and Queen ;, direlt ayj 
proſper them in all their good Defipns. 
make them the happy Inſtruments 
promoting Religion amongſt us. Bl 
the reſt of the Royal Family. Guide ou 
Fudges and Magiſtrates ; | Grant tix 
they may Execuxe Fuſtice without Reſpel 
of Perſons. Sandifie and ajjiſt all th 
Afiniſiers;, make them Djiligent au 
Faithful ; grant that their Endeavor 
for the good of Souls, may be attendel 
with great Succeſs. Raiſe up many Fai: 
ful Paſtors to feed thy Flock with Wiſdm 
and UVaderſtanding, 

Shew thy Pity upon all who are ay 
ways afflieted or diſtreſſed in Mind, Br 
dy, or Eſtate ;, Sand&ifie their Afﬀiidin 
unto them, give them Patience unde 
them, and a Happy Iſſue out of then, 

Let thy Bleſſing be upon this Fam: 
ly ;, let no harm come near our Dwelln 
this Night, or at any time, Loi 
bleſs our Children, take them into th 
Gracious ProtetFion ;, give them a Heat 
to Fear and Love thee ; cauſe them ti 
Remember thee their Creator 1n tit 
days of their Youth ; poſſeſs them with s 
deep ſenſe of thy Infinite Power, Wiſdm, 
Faithfulneſs, and Love ; that they mi) 
walk before thee in Holineſs and Rightt- 

ouſne|s 
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mſneſs all their Days : Be thou ther 
Gid and Guide, and Portion for ever, 
Bleſs all others, for whom we are obli= 
zed to pray to thee; bleſs them and us 
'n our Souls .and Bodies, and 1m all ouy 
Intereſts and Concerns. 

Bleſſed be thy Name for bringing us 
ſifely through the paſk Day, for preſeruing 
is from a great ' many Dangers, and for 
kffowing upon us innumerable MMercies : 
Preſerve in us an AﬀetFionate and Grate= 
ju Remembrance of * all thy undeſcymeg 
tindneſs to us, Lord watch over us this 
Night ; refreſh us with comfortable Reſt 
md Sleep 4 defend us from all the Powers 
if Darkneſs ; ſave us from all vain and 
/mful thoughts, from all ſad accidents, 
md from every evil thing, When thou 
ſreſt fit to remove us out of this vain 
World, tranſlate us into that Bleſſed ang 
Happy State, which thou baſt prepared 
for thy Ranſomed Ones. And if thot 
art pleaſed to prolong our time, grant 
that 'me may ſpend it to - good purpoſe, 
'm ſuch Deſaggns, Words, and Adis, 
as may tend to thy Honour and Glory, 
though Feſus' Chriſt our Lord, In whofe 
Bleſſed Name and Words, we continue 
is pray a8 be bath taugit us, ſaying, Ou 
father, &c. 

M A 
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A Emmet 


A ſhort Prayer for the Morning 
Evening, when through Extr: 
ordinary Occaſions there is not 
time for the other. 


Loyd our God, Iook down with a 
Eye of Pity upon us thy unwortly 
S . Servants this * Mornin, 

Or Evening. pad us the many Sin 
mhereof we are Guilty before thee, in ou 
Thoughts, Words, and Deeds, Ha 
Mercy upon us, and be reconciled to us, 
through Jeſus Chriſt thy dear Son, Sut- 
difie and aſſiſt us by thy Holy Sjirt, 
that for the time to come we may do th 
Will, and ſeek thy Glory. 

We bleſs thy Name for all thy Merc, 
eſpecially for thy wonderful Love in Cirj 
Jeſus, whom thou haſt ſent into the Wil 
to die for us, to purchaſe for us an Ev 


laſting Kingdom. Give us Grace fin) 
to believe in ham, heartily to love hin, 
and conſtantly to obey him, Grant til 

ſ 


Advice to Parents. 243 


it may be our ſincere Endeavour to fol- 
bp his Bleſſed Example, in all Lowlineſs 
and Self-Denyal, in Meckneſs ani Pa- 
tience, in Charity and Compaſſion, im 
Sincerity and Uprightneſs, in Tempe- 
rance and Soberneſs, in Thankfulneſs and 
Contentedneſs, in Purity and Holineſs, 
in Watchfulneſs and Circumſpettneſs, 
and in fervent and prudent Zeal for 
thy Honour and Glory. 

O Lord, we bleſs thee, 
for bringing us ſafely * Or, the paſt 
through the laſt Night *;, 94- 

Watch over us this Day 5 + or, this 
Keep us mindful of thy night, ” 
All-ſeerng Eye, that we 

eye every thing that is diſpleaſing 
to thee. 

Be Gracious to all Jtankind : Have 
Mercy 01 theſe Lands + Bleſs and Guide 
our Rulers, and all thy Aſiniſters, Be 
near to all who are in trouble, and Sant. 
fie their AijfliFions to them, Be with 
our Friends and Relations every where 5 
Bleſs them and us with all things 
needful for our Souls and Bodies. 
Make us ſenſthle of our Frailty and 


Mortality 5, grve us Grace ſo to num- 
ber our Days, that we may apply 
M 2 our 
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our Hearts to \Vifdom. When th; 
gain and ſhort Life is at an end, 
anake us Partavers of Everlaſting Li, 
and Happineſs, through Tcſus Cliij 


our Lord, who bath taught us ah 
we pray to ſay, Our Father, &c. 


thy, "_ 
u SOME 


- 
\ 


— 


/ 


JFORMS 
OF 
PRAYER 


WHICH 


Parents may teach their Chit- 
dren according to their Age. 


— 


x $4 Morning Prayer to be taught 
Children, when. they begin to. 
ſpeak. 


Lord, I praiſe thce for all thy Mer- 
cies, and for thy Care of me this 
Night, Watch over me this Day. For- 
tive me all my ſins, and make me thy 
Child for Feſus ChriſPs ſake. 


This Prayer may be uſed likewiſe at 
M 3 Night. 
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Night, only changing that Petition 
[watch over me this Day] into [wat 
over me this Night." 

When' Children come to, be' fo 
or five years old, the following Praye 
may be uſed. 


Lord my God, what ſhall I ms. 

der wnto thee for all thy Merc! 
1 Dleſs thee for giving me Life, andu 
things "_—_ to keep ne alive. "But t- 
bove all, I bleſs thee for ſending Chi 
to dye for me, that he might waſh 
with his Rlood, and make me fit for ti: 
Kingdom of Heaven, For bis ſake ba: 
 meiey upon mt, "and forgive mc Al n 
fouful thoughts, words, and deeds. Gir 
me Grace to ſerve thee as I ought to t; 
That 1 may not tl, nor ſay a nanght 
thing, teſt (ou be angry with ws an] 
caſt me mto Fell fire, 


Lord bleſs. aud 4 
be Brothers 1y Father and Mother 
ad Siſters lex 47d all my Friends 4 


them pray for Relations, 
them likewiſe, 


I praiſe i O God, for preſera; 
me this” Night, " watch over me 4 day: 


fave me from every evil thing. Good - ori 
ll 


* Tf- there 


mays A fn, aA 
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hear me, and grant me whatever thou 
kroweſt to be beſt for me, for Jeſus ChrifPs 
ſake, in whoſe boly Name and Words, T 
pray, Our Father, Tc. 


This Prayer' may be I kewiſe uſed 
at Night, by changing only two words, 
and ſaying, inſtead of [ preſerving me 
this night] [preſerving me this day ;] and 
inſtead of [ watch over me this day 7 
[watch over me this night,” 


CNEOEIIITS — 


A Morning Prayer for Children, 
when they come to twelve or 
fourteen years'of Age; ſooner 
or later, according to the ripe- 


neſs of their underſtanding. 


T ORD teach and ajhſt me by thy 

Holy Spirit, to worſhip thee as | 
oghs to: do, Lift up my heart unto 
tyee, 

What ſhall I render unto thee, O moſt 
Gractous God, and moſt Merciful Father, 
far all thy ercies to me, and th all the 
World ? I bleſs thee for making me a rea- 
ſouable Creature, and for affording me 
a things which be needful to ſupport my 


Life ; 
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Life ;, I bleſs thee for my health, libery, 
and ſafety ;, for my Food and Rayment ; 
for the uſe of my Reaſon and Underſtand. 
ing, and of my Senſes ; for thy corref@ions 
and deliverances ; and for all the advan. 
tages I have had by good Examples, an 
£ood Inſtrudtions : But chiefly, I praiſe ani 
bleſs thee for the redemption of Mankind 
by the Lord Teſus Chriſt - That T wa 
born within thy Church, where I was ear. 
ly given to thee in Bapti/mn :;, that I have 
pad the benefit of Chriſtian Education: 


that thou haſt afforded wc the means 
Grace, and called me to the hope of 


Glory. 


But notwithſtanding thy goodneſs ani 
love, I have gone aſtray from thee ;, I have 
not cared ſo much as I ought to hav 
done, to know thee, and to do thy Wil, 
but have done my own will 1n mat 
things, and followed my own fooliſh and 
fanful inclinations : I bave broken many 

of thy moſt Holy and Yu 

* Here they Laws, m Thought, Ward, 

may make a qgnud Deed *, whereby | 

particularCon- p21 deſerved thy Wrath 
vagp of their and Curſe, 


Father 
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Father of Mercies bave mercy upon me, 
aud forgizre me all my fins for Jeſus Chriſt 
ts ſake, who dyed for ſinners. Give me a 
true aud hearty Repentance for all mine 
miquities , that I may not wilfully break 
ty Laws any more. Aake me always 
mindſul of my Bptiſmal Covenant, to 
forſake the Devil and all his Works, 
to believe in God, and to ſerve him, 
lurd never leave me, mor forſake me. 
Hold up my goings in thy Paths, that 
my footſteps may not ſlide, Grant that 
henceſorth IT may love thee with all my 
heart, and may be afraid to fin againſt 
thee: Work in me @ true Faith, and 
a lively hope z make me bumble, meck 
and patient, ſober and temperate 1m all 
things, Charitable and Compaſſionate to- 
wards all that are in diſtreſs, true and 
faithful in my words, and fincere and 
wright in my Adions, well content and 
tankful in every condition of Life, and 
wllous for thy. Glory, Grant that I 
may agily grow in Grace and Spiritual 
Knowledge, Create in me a clean Heatt, 
and renew a right Spirit within me, and 


cauſe me to walk in thy ways. 


O Lord ſend thy Goſpel through the 
World : Pour out plentifully the Bleſſings 
0 


T5 be 
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of thy holy Spirit on all thy People : Blej 
and preſerve our King and Queen, Gui, 
our Fudges and Magiſtrates : Sandif: 
and affhſt the Miniſters of the Goſpel. k 
with all my Friends and Relations ; pa. 
ticulariy bleſs and preſerve my Father ai; 
Mother : Reward them for their cave ani 
kindneſs towards me : Make me a loviy 

and dutiful Child ur. 

* If there be an 

Brothers ng Siſters, to them, * Confur 
he may pray for ll that aye int 
chem, and for Grand- ble, and ſand: 


farher and Grandmo- thejy affitons t) 
ther, if chey be alive, #*hbem © 


T thank thee, O Lord, for thy cared 
me this Night : Watch over me this Dy, 
Bleſs and direc} me in all I do or ſy, 
Keep me mindful that T am always i 
thy fight, that I may be in thy fe 
all the day lor:7. Cauſe me to rememi 
that I muſf* ſhortly dye and cont ii 
judgment ,, t'''; I may not miſpend nm 
precious time, out employ 1t 1n a 
ftant 14d chearful Obedrence to thy Hi) 
and righteous Laws , that when ti 
Vai and ſhort life is at an end, I mi 
be made jartaker of everlaſiing Lt 
through Fejus Chriſt our Lord , in wi! 
Holy Name and Words [I pray, Oi. 
Father, &c. A 
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This Prayer may ſerve likewiſe at 
Night, until you come to the laſt 
part, which begins with theſe words, 
[{ thank thee, O Lord, for thy care of 
me this Night, &c.] inſtead thereof, 
you may fay as follows, 

[I thank thee, O Lord, for thy care 
if me this Day ; match over me this 
Night, and grant me quiet Repoſe ;, ſave 
me from every Evil thing, for the ſake 
of thy dear Son TFeſus Chriſt, in whoſe 
Holy Name and Words, IT conclude 
my Imperfect Prayers, ſaying, Our Fa- 
ther, &C.] 


——_— 


A Grace before Meat, 


E Bleſs thee, O Lord, for 

making this Proviſion for us, 
who are leſs than the leaſt of thy Mer- 
cies, Grant that by a moderate uſe 
of theſe thy good Creatures, we may 
be made more fit for- thy Service, 
through Jeſus Chriſt our Lord, A- 
men, 


After 
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"—_ 


After Meat. 


Leſſed be thy Name, moſt Gract 

ous God, for all thy Mercies free 
ly beſtowed upon us ; and for refreſh. 
ing our Bodies at this time with th 
good Creatures. Canſe us to hunger 
and thirſt after Righteouſneſs : Fee 
our Souls with the Bread of Lite : Let 
it be: our Meat and Drink to do thy 
Will. Provide for allin want, through 
Teſus Chriſt our Lord, Amen. 


